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Building Area: (sf)
78,500 SF

Cost per Square Foot: 
$244

Construction Cost
$17.6 Million 

Date of Completion:
August 2019

Program Summary:
The design team was engaged to design the first “21st Century Elementary School” in the
region to replace an aging elementary school originally constructed in 1957.

Program Statement:
Following the Industrial Age, education design approached schools like factories with 
assembly lines, moving students through the system like Ford’s early automobiles.
21st Century Design focuses on each student as an individual because the learning 
environment can profoundly impact a child’s connection to learning. 
Form Follows Learning – Student-centric spaces to enhance the learning experience.
The School System encouraged the design team to explore options and approaches for the 
classroom environments not previously considered for other recently constructed elementary 
schools. 
During the design process, special emphasis was placed on the following characteristics:

Collaboration: Teamwork & Creativity
Flexibility: Adapting to the Individual and the Teacher
Transparency: Visibility from classrooms into adjacent spaces & sharing of 

natural light
Connection to the Outdoors: Creating a link to nature
Color: Stimulation & Wayfinding

With these characteristics in mind, the design team developed independent and easily 
identifiable “schoolhouses” for each grade.
Each “schoolhouse” consisted of three classrooms arranged around a central collaborative 
space, as well as a small group instruction space, and restrooms. 
Movable partition walls separate the classrooms from the collaborative space, allowing 
teachers to expand their classroom and foster creativity with the other classes in the grade 
level. 
For wayfinding purposes, each grade level schoolhouse was assigned a color, which can be 
easily seen at the “portal” entry to each schoolhouse. 
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The design of this new elementary 
school is forward-thinking as it 
relates to education as well as to the 
re-development of the neighborhood 
as a first step of an urban renewal.   

This 21st Century Design is not only 
a response to the public rejection of 
historical architecture and the 
pedagogy that was represented in 
the existing school building it 
replaced but is now a community 
beacon representing collaborative 
relationships.

This building is not of a particular 
architectural style, but rather, a 
modern design with personality 
creating a dialog in the community. 

The design evolved from the concept 
that form follows function. An 
obvious and strong entry statement 
emphasizes the arrival point in a 
contemporary context. 
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Materiality includes metal panels, 
and contemporary masonry tones in 
non-traditional palettes for this 
region.  

Structural steel, select building skins, 
and louvered awnings are 
accentuated in vibrant colors, 
celebrating the full color spectrum.  

Fenestration proportion, detailing, 
and scale, overlaid with age-
appropriate imagery, all suggest that 
this is a place for kids; one they will 
accelerate towards as they approach 
the building.  

Transparency is a critically important 
aspect of the new school design; to 
have visibility from the street, ability 
to look through the school, for the 
community to have a sense of what 
is going on inside the building.

The creative design & application of 
materials allows this new building to 
always look active, even when 
unoccupied.
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The building is positioned on the site 
with the main entry engaging the NE 
corner and its neighboring 
community.  The massing of the 
structure is organized to have very 
transparent spaces throughout. 

Schoolhouses are stacked on two 
levels with designated colors for 
each grade arranged according to 
the light spectrum.  Each 
schoolhouse features (3) classrooms 
clustered around a central 
collaborative space.

Enrichment classrooms (Dance, Art, 
Music, and Exercise) can all be 
found adjacent to the Media Center 
and Multi-purpose Room.  Generous 
amounts of glazing allow natural light 
to flood each space and give every 
learning environment a connection to 
outdoors. 
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As the first 21st Century elementary 
school in the region, much thought 
went into creating spaces that 
optimize a child’s learning 
environment. 

Expanses of glazing allow the 
building to be flooded with natural 
light, while offering the public a view 
into the school. In the media center, 
murals of historical icons are 
displayed for both the school & the 
community.

Like the exterior, the majority of the 
school’s interior finishes are crisp 
neutrals punctuated by moments of 
purposeful color. 

These bright and playful colors are 
planned throughout the building on 
areas meant to draw the eye, inspire 
curiosity, and  encourage 
collaboration. 
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Each of the seven grade levels is 
assigned a color from the light 
spectrum to create a visual 
mnemonic device to start introducing 
science concepts.

Designated colors for each 
schoolhouse, emphasized at entry 
portals and floor treatments, form a 
rainbow of colors that identify each 
grade from the corridor and help 
children intuitively navigate back to 
their own schoolhouse.

Colors are split into warm and cool 
palettes, with warm colors placed on 
the second floor to represent the 
concept of heat rising. 

Floor patterns evoke a sense of 
motion & energy while incorporating 
a dotted line to aid teachers in 
queuing up students. 
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Upon passing through the secure 
entry, students, staff, & visitors are 
greeted with a bright, contemporary 
atrium lobby.

The steel structure of the building is 
left exposed and accentuated in 
vibrant colors to encourage students 
to learn more about the building they 
are in. 

Brightly colored acoustic panels 
extend upward, hinting at the warm 
colored schoolhouses on the second 
level.

A monumental staircase with built-in 
stadium seating allows for flexible 
use of the lobby space.

The administrative wing remains 
visually open to create transparency 
between students and faculty. 
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Acoustic wall panels clad in vibrant 
warm toned fabric create an 
oversized art wall and dynamic 
backdrop for guest speakers.

In addition to serving as art, the 
acoustic panels have a high noise 
reduction coefficient, effectively 
bringing the noise level in the lobby 
down to a comfortable level.

The social stair is centrally located 
within the school and allows the 
lobby to take many different forms –
from open classroom to community 
event space.

The second-floor landing was 
specifically designed with large 
openings and glass railings to 
support the science curriculum and 
projects such as the “egg drop” 
experiment.
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Classrooms are flexible spaces filled 
with natural light and are transparent 
in nature. 

They are technology-rich 
incorporating high-speed 
connectivity, tablets, mobile 
smartboards, & other features that 
encourage student inquiry. 

Furnishings can be easily 
rearranged to support the sharing of 
ideas & collaboration.

Each classroom within a 
schoolhouse features an operable 
folding glass partition that gives 
teachers the option to open their 
classroom to the centralized 
collaborative space encouraging 
creativity and teamwork.  

For grades 1 through 5, the 
collaborative spaces and classrooms 
are carpeted to enable students to 
sit on the floor for certain activities.  

Designated tackable walls within 
each collaborative space allow 
teachers to display student work. 
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Each schoolhouse is assigned a 
color of the light spectrum.  

By using a wayfinding model 
dependent on color, even the 
youngest students can easily orient 
them-selves within the building 
regardless if they’ve learned to read 
yet.

Each schoolhouse color is featured 
prominently across multiple finishes 
in each grade’s classrooms, 
collaborative space, and small group 
instruction room. 

The central collaborative areas are 
outfitted with colorful acoustic ceiling 
panels & flexible furnishings that 
include the colors of the neighboring 
school-houses.

For safety, each schoolhouse is 
given security doors at the entry 
portals, that can be closed 
automatically from the administrative 
wing. 
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In a collaborative effort, multiple 
manufacturers came together, even 
creating custom colored furniture to 
support the design vision. 

While every schoolhouse has its own 
specific color, common spaces bring 
together all the colors to reinforce 
that these social spaces are 
collaborative and for all users.  

The art room introduces the color 
wheel and also features an entire 
wall of tackable surface providing an 
interchangeable gallery of student 
work. 

The multi-purpose room features 
bright colors and ample daylighting 
to create a pleasant gathering space 
for all students, faculty, staff & 
visitors, while a large movable 
partition allows for ultimate flexibility 
& use of the grand volume.
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The design team embraced the 
opportunity to make the school’s 
outdoor spaces spectacular & 
enhance the ability to “learn 
everywhere”.  

Within the secure courtyard, turf-
covered hills shaded by a colorful 
louvered canopy create an inspiring 
out-door learning environment 
beyond the classroom. 

Students can engage their musical 
creativity with outdoor instruments. 

Interactive gardens demonstrate 
growth and support sustainability, 
and by opening a spigot at the 
bottom of the cistern, recycled 
rainwater pours into a scaled model 
of the Mississippi river, that winds its 
way through the playground area.

With focus on each student as an 
individual, this 21st Century school 
design will profoundly impact a 
child’s connection to learning for 
years to come…
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