
A120.01
Building Area: (sf)
66,000 sf - new addition
10,000 sf - renovated 

Cost per Square Foot: 
$165

Construction Cost
$12,520,846

Date of Completion:
July 25, 2018

Program Summary:
The project provides an addition, partial renovation and added site 
improvements to a small town (village) elementary/middle school.

Program Statement:
The elementary/middle school addition eliminated all of the existing 
temporary modular classroom buildings on site, freeing up the 
playground that was used to house the modular buildings. It is sized 
to accommodate a 20% growth above the current 1000 students. 
With the old playground reclaimed, the project also provides 
necessary site improvements including a new drop off/pick up road, 
an entirely new preschool playground and increased parking areas in 
the front of the school. The new road not only reduces local traffic 
but also provides for additional parking spaces. 

The predominantly two-story addition is composed of 42 new 
classrooms, flex spaces, stadium seating learning stairs, new maker 
space, library, teacher/staff offices and a new secure entry to the 
school. The renovations to the existing school include updated 
mechanical systems for the gymnasium, a renovated and expanded 
cafeteria, and updated accessible hardware throughout. 

The playful design of the building is meant to be visually stimulating 
to the young students while reacting to the local conditions of the 
adjacent river and the small community in which it is situated. The 
river and village vernacular provide the conceptual language that 
ripples through site elements, floor and ceiling layout to large-format 
wall art. 



A120.02
The new addition is shown at the 
bottom right of the site plan hatched 
in blue. 

The existing school entrance was 
positioned where it was not easily 
recognized. Therefore, one of the 
priorities of the new addition was to 
create a new secure and 
recognizable entry.

The new drop off and pick up road is 
shown in a solid gray hatch 
descending from the top center of 
the view to the bottom left of the 
view. The road extends under a new 
drop off canopy (hatched in blue) 
that extends over the entire road so 
that multiple groups of cars can drop 
off/pick up their children at a time. 
The canopy extends over a new 
covered walkway that winds its way 
to utilize the existing  school entry.

The site was also enclosed in 
fencing to enhance security 
concerns.

Upon completion every single 
modular portable classroom building 
was able to be removed freeing up 
the entirety of the center of the old 
circular track in the center of this 
view.

Site plan

Project site during construction with 
portable classrooms in the upper 
portion of photo

Project site after construction with 
portable classrooms removed

New drop off canopy



A120.03
The adjacent river and village 
community in which the school is 
situated formed a strong conceptual 
image for design of the new addition. 
The river and village became a 
metaphor for the school – a way of 
connecting old and new pieces, and 
creating small learning communities 
along its banks in the form of 
classroom pods distancing the 
design from the “cells and bells” of 
traditional schools. Each grade pod 
is composed of 6 classrooms 
including an additional lab space, 
and a circulation flex space for 
collaboration and small group 
learning. 

The first floor addition includes an 
expanded cafeteria, new library, 
maker space, multiple offices, 18 
additional classrooms, 3 lab 
classrooms and increased restroom 
capacity.

In between the addition and the 
existing school is a new, protected 
exterior play area that can be 
accessed directly from the adjacent 
Pre-K classrooms

Site improvements in front of the 
new addition more than double the 
existing parking spaces. 

First Floor Plan



A120.04
The second story of the addition 
adds a teachers lounge and 
workspace as well as 12 additional 
classrooms and 3 lab spaces 
mirroring the first floor.

Second Floor Plan



A120.05
The front of the new addition creates 
a new defined entrance showcasing 
the beautiful Live Oak on the left and 
signifying red form to the right.

The building forms reflecting the 
farming vernacular while mingling in 
a more modern influence. 

Front elevation



A120.06
Just past the new secure entrance 
on the first floor are the main stairs 
to the second floor as well as the 
library and maker space

Artwork made by the firm depicting a 
map of the local river that identifies 
the small towns along its banks is 
applied to the wall adjacent the 
staircase

The maker space has a large glass 
garage door so that it can be used 
as a flexible space for the school it 
shares a doorway to the library for 
easy access

Main Circulation

Maker Space Front Stairway Front Stairway



A120.07
The new library not only increases 
the area from the previous library but 
also has much higher ceilings and 
added north facing windows that are 
frosted for an even distributed light 
throughout the day. 

There is a smaller reading room 
attached to the library in view of the 
librarians circulation desk.

Selection of furniture adds to the 
natural feel of the space.

Library Library

Library flex furnitureReading Room



A120.08
The corridor with flowing ceiling, 
ripples of water in the flooring 
pattern, curved accent walls of the 
labs – all connecting the learning 
communities along its banks in the 
form of classroom pods.

Entrances into the pods act as 
tributaries that feed into the common 
flex space in each pod.

Each flex space has its own animal 
wall art specific to that classroom 
pod distinguishing it from the rest

Main Circulation

Flex Space Flex Space



A120.09
The river ceiling flows along the 
central corridor on the second floor 
until its terminus which is 
representative of water falling down 
and overhanging the learning stair  
before continuing its flow on the first 
floor ceiling below.

The water fall creates a bench and a 
quiet nook with coordinating wall art.

Waterfall Stair Waterfall Stair



A120.10
The waterfall curved ceiling feature 
continues just above the learning 
stair and flows the remainder of the 
first floor classroom course.

The stadium seating learning stair 
allows for multiple class and informal 
gatherings.

Learning Stair Learning Stair



A120.11
The classrooms in each learning 
community have access to natural 
light.

This is an example of one of the first 
floor classrooms in the shape of an 
“L” to foster a 21 century learning 
environment. Like all other 
classrooms the desks and chairs 
were chosen because they are 
movable and the classroom can be 
rearranged at the teachers discretion 
to accommodate different teaching 
and learning styles.

Classroom



A120.12
Transitioning between the existing 
school and the new addition required 
addressing liminal space. The 
addition and existing school differ in 
ceiling heights and finishes. This 
threshold serves as a marker 
between the new and old spaces.

The new “river” ceiling feature and 
the “ripples” in the flooring pattern 
can be seen beyond and greet the 
child as they go forward.

Transition to new addition



A120.13
By doubling the dining area and 
adding a second serving line, the 
school can now cut down on the 
overall length of lunch serving time 
and more appropriately address the 
needs of the student. 

Additionally, this more rural based 
school has a large population that 
bring lunch and can now dine 
outside in an enclosed courtyard 
shown bottom left below. 

Cafeteria

Exterior dining
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