
A-125.01
Building Area: (sf)
7,800  

Cost per Square Foot: 
$372

Construction Cost
$2,905,000

Date of Completion:
Completed June 2018
Dedication August 2018

Program Summary:
A new library to replace the original structure, wrecked by Hurricane 
Katrina, that was the focus of the neighborhood.  

Program Statement:
The library, originally constructed in 1954, was located in an area 
inundated by Hurricane Katrina’s floodwaters. Reopening its doors 
for the first time since 2005, this vital community asset will once 
again provide resources for children, youth, and adults in a new 
7,800 square foot facility. Serving several schools and the 
surrounding community, the branch includes age specific reading 
areas and stacks, computer and technology workstations, and a 
flexible space programmed for neighborhood meetings and library 
functions. 

An extensive community outreach program was administered to 
understand the desires and needs of the neighborhood, as this 
library was historically the hub of community activity prior to Katrina. 
Neighbors were vocal in expressing the need for the library. The 
results of this program crystalized the design team’s intent not only 
to serve the neighborhood, but to spark revitalization by drawing the 
community together. 

The library provides vital services to students and residents:
• Leading-edge technology
• Pathways to literacy and a love of reading
• Informal and formal meeting spaces
• Research tools
• Engaging programs



A-125.02
Context—It’s All About 
Community  

The main entry faces a 
busy public thoroughfare, 
and the library takes 
advantage of this high 
visibility, acting as a 
magnet to attract visitors. 
Carefully sited among the 
existing live oaks—symbols 
of resilience in the face of 
Katrina’s barrage—a 
welcoming public plaza 
transitions visitors from the 
pace of transportation to 
the calm interior. New trees 
and landscaping reinforce 
this transition and enhance 
the natural environment. 
The plaza is a place to take 
a breath and sit on a 
shaded bench, to read and 
speak to your neighbor, 
thereby encouraging 
community engagement. 

The plaza-facing glass wall 
softens the definition of 
inside and outside. 
Passersby glimpse the 
inviting interior of the 
library—an invitation to join 
the activities within. 



A-125.03
Catalyst for Recovery  

The library supported the 
neighborhood for 69 years 
from its dedication in 1954 
until 2005 when Hurricane 
Katrina hit. While the 
historic neighborhood is still 
in a state of recovery, the 
library has become a 
catalyst for progress. 
During construction, it was 
common to have neighbors 
stop and ask what was 
being built. Upon learning 
the library was being 
rebuilt, the response was 
typically spoken with 
palpable enthusiasm: 

“This neighborhood has 
missed this library. I went to 
this library when I was 
young, and I can’t wait to 
take my kids!” 



A-125.04
Grand Re-Opening  

The long-awaited 
dedication ceremony was 
celebrated by the City to 
honor the history and 
importance of the library 
and to highlight the return 
of a major community 
asset. The library’s entry 
plaza served as a fitting 
stage for the celebration of 
the library’s return. The 
level of attendance and 
participation of the 
community portends a 
bright future.



A-125.05
Let There Be Light (And 
Shade)  

The building was oriented 
on the site to take 
advantage of a 
northeasterly facing 
entrance, which allowed the 
design team to place an 
expansive, inviting 
curtainwall on the front 
facade. 

Patrons entering the library 
are met with a light-filled 
interior. Significant 
daylighting was filtered by 
the mature oak trees along 
the street front to provide a 
pleasant reading area 
along the curtainwall for the 
majority of operating hours. 
The favorable natural light 
is augmented with interior 
fixtures that may be 
dimmed to balance the 
sunlight in any daylighting 
condition.

The large pendant lights 
along the front curtainwall 
herald the library to those 
passing by. At night, their 
illumination glows in the 
neighborhood. 



A-125.06
Flexibility 

The building’s interior was 
designed to appeal to all 
ages, providing something 
for everyone. The main 
reading room is zoned for 
different age levels 
(children, youth, and 
adults) with age-
appropriate furniture, 
selected colors, and 
finishes. In addition to book 
stacks, seating and 
workstations are equipped 
with power, computers, and 
other technology to meet 
current expectations of 
libraries to function well 
beyond the selection of 
books. 

The reading room allows 
for small group interactions 
and quiet reading locations 
throughout. To further 
strengthen the goal of 
flexibility, a large 
programming room with 
modular seating and tables 
provides a public gathering 
space for both library and 
other community functions.



A-125.07
Context—It’s All About 
Community  

The main entry faces a 
busy public thoroughfare, 
and the library takes 
advantage of this high 
visibility, acting as a 
magnet to attract visitors. 
Carefully sited among the 
existing live oaks—symbols 
of resilience in the face of 
Katrina’s barrage—a 
welcoming public plaza 
transitions visitors from the 
pace of transportation to 
the calm interior. New trees 
and landscaping reinforce 
this transition and enhance 
the natural environment. 
The plaza is a place to take 
a breath and sit on a 
shaded bench, to read and 
speak to your neighbor, 
thereby encouraging 
community engagement. 

The plaza-facing glass wall 
softens the definition of 
inside and outside. 
Passersby glimpse the 
inviting interior of the 
library—an invitation to join 
the activities within. 



A-125.08
User Emphasis  

The library caters to all age 
groups with strategies to 
engage children, teens, and 
adults. Programs and 
design features emphasize 
this engagement. Programs 
for children and teens 
accommodated in the 
library include homework 
assistance and school-
related technology 
services. Programming for 
adults is flexible and 
community driven. 

Current library design 
trends have moved beyond 
the collection and lending 
of books. Technology is 
used to offer a wider range 
of content and services to 
patrons. The technology 
workstations are equipped 
with computer connectivity 
and are positioned to offer 
group and individual 
sessions for the public and 
students. Users who 
otherwise wouldn’t have 
access to the internet are 
able to connect—an 
important feature of this 
largely underserved 
community. 



A-125.09
Smart Choices 

To ensure the new building 
would continue to be an 
asset to the community for 
generations, durability and 
low maintenance were 
emphasized by the client. 
The design team 
responded by selecting a 
solid phenolic exterior wall 
panel system that provides 
a durable, tamper-resistant 
surface that can be cleaned 
easily if defaced. The panel 
system also offers the 
benefit of a rainscreen that 
ensures proper moisture 
control at the building’s 
envelope, an important 
feature in our south 
Louisiana climate. 
Additionally, its quick 
installation and minimal 
waste were assets. All 
components were shop 
fabricated to pre-surveyed 
dimensions and installed as 
they were brought on site. 
The accuracy of 
prefabrication eliminated 
the need for any extra 
panels to be manufactured.



A-125.10
Furnishings 

In an effort to plan for the 
library’s future needs and to 
provide for current 
flexibility, furnishings were 
designed for easy 
reconfiguration. 
Workstations and even 
stacks are on casters. In 
addition, the layout of 
furnishings focuses on 
enhancing the connection 
to the exterior. Views are 
maintained and seating is 
arranged to direct views to 
the exterior and to channel 
flow within the open space. 

The circulation desk is 
situated to divide the stacks 
and reading room from the 
computer workstation area. 
It functions as a central hub 
to serve visitors and from 
which the librarian can view 
the entire library—
beneficial for security.



A-125.11
User Comfort and Energy 
Efficiency  

Reduction in the building’s 
energy consumption was a 
major consideration in 
parallel with user comfort. 
In an effort to localize 
energy consumption, both 
lighting and electrical 
systems are tailored for 
individual customization 
based on occupancy and 
time of day. Occupancy 
sensors, dimming switches, 
operable window shades, 
and customizable 
mechanical controls allow 
for flexibility of the 
building’s systems used for 
ordinary operations and 
special events and uses. 
Timers ensure systems 
aren’t running during off 
hours. Targeted glazing 
placement allows for 
significant daylight use over 
artificial lighting, both an 
energy savings and an 
aesthetic choice.



A-125.12
Quiet Reflection 

An acoustic linear baffle 
ceiling was specified to 
increase user comfort by 
mitigating unwanted sound 
travel and providing a 
positive reading 
environment even during 
the busiest hours.



A-125.13
Multi-Modal Connectivity 

The library’s location 
benefits from a 
neighborhood with 
abundant access to public 
transportation and bike-
friendly amenities. The 
project site hosts a bus 
stop for two bus lines and 
is within a five-minute walk 
of five additional bus 
routes. The project includes 
a bike repair station and 
bike racks in front of the 
library along with direct 
access to a dedicated bike 
lane along its front façade 
to promote multi-modal 
connectivity for the library 
and the surrounding 
neighborhood.


	A-125.01
	A-125.02
	A-125.03
	A-125.04
	A-125.05
	A-125.06
	A-125.07
	A-125.08
	A-125.09
	A-125.10
	A-125.11
	A-125.12
	A-125.13

