
A145.01
Building Area: (sf)
37,860 sf

Cost per Square Foot: 
$272 (building & site)

Construction Cost
$10,290,000

Date of Completion:
September 2019

Program Summary:
New multi-story academic building and downtown corner park for a 
regional community college located in the heart of Alexandria, 
Louisiana.
Program Statement:

The downtown campus site is the first of its kind for a community 
college in Louisiana. The L-shaped building plan is positioned to the 
edges of the city block to frame a tiered lawn that serves as a 
provisional space for the campus and a shared event space for the 
downtown community. Large expanses of glazing overlooking the 
lawn and rain gardens provide a constant connection to nature for 
the students and staff. 

A two-story stack of classrooms, offices, and administrative areas 
reside within a brick clad bar that spans over the student support 
spaces located on the ground floor. The underside of this two-story 
bar is clad in cypress slats, providing a continuous datum extending 
across the full length of the building, unifying interior and exterior 
spaces. One such exterior space is a 14’ tall and 40’ wide 
breezeway, a portal that serves as a pre-function space and 
encourages circulation to and from the park. The balance of the 
humble exterior material palette includes ironspot accent bricks, 
exposed fastener box-rib metal panels, and cypress slat siding.

The new community college is both inclusive and transformative, 
with student support spaces wrapping around an inviting two-story 
lobby. This thoroughfare arrangement supports interaction, 
collaboration, and encourages students to linger between classes. 
Lab spaces and classrooms are designed to focus on hands-on 
experiential learning, mirroring real-world environments - key to the 
mission of the college.
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Projected offices along circulation 
corridors align with the edge of a 
deep overhang. The phenolic panel 
rainscreen system pockets back, 
creating vertical fins that shade the 
glazing from heavy sun.



A145.03

The management and treatment of 
rainwater is integrated between the 
building and the performative 
landscape.

Runoff is collected at roof edges and 
directed to downspouts that skillfully 
transition to rain chains. The water is 
received by a series of 
interconnected rain gardens which 
use native plants to filter and 
temporarily detain stormwater runoff.

The sunken great lawn in the 
foreground integrates with the rain 
gardens and provides additional 
detention capacity for large rain 
events. 
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FIRST FLOOR PLAN

1 Multi-Purpose Room
2 Breezeway
3 Student Commons
4 Restrooms
5 Lobby and Reception
6 Library
7 Covered Reading Garden
8 Student Services
9 Testing Lab
10 Nursing Offices
11 Nursing Labs
12 Nursing Classrooms
13 Interconnected Rain Gardens
14 Great Lawn at Corner Park
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The median age of the community 
college’s average student is 28. It 
was essential to create a welcoming 
evening arrival experience for 
students attending after-hours adult 
education classes.
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An office “loft” for the adjunct 
instructors extends from the third 
floor

A 40’ wide breezeway frames the 
view to the courthouse and great 
lawn. The walk beyond jogs to 
center on the main entry of the 
courthouse.
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The new community college is both 
inclusive and transformative, with 
student support spaces wrapping 
around an inviting two-story lobby.

An inviting black perforated steel and 
glass stair unfurls from the second 
floor balcony. The perforated ribbon 
comes down to a concrete plinth, 
folding and forming the countertop at 
the reception desk.
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A feature of the building that isn’t 
readily apparent is that with the 
closure of three powered bi-fold 
doors and sliding a cypress barn 
door at the right side of this image, 
an independent event space can 
quickly be created - separate from 
the college.

The Student Commons serves as a 
catering space, the breezeway 
serves as a pre-function or seating 
area, with the event hosted in the 
Multi-Purpose Room. This provides 
one more way for the college to 
connect to the community.
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The administrative suite and 
conference room are easily 
accessible from the 2nd floor 
balcony. The frame of the 
conference room matches the 
college’s blue color.
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Student Services provides counter 
service at a main corridor near the 
lobby. Essentially providing a one-
stop-shop for any questions the 
students need answered.
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Nursing labs focus on hands-on 
experiential learning, mirroring real-
world environments.
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