
A-150.01
Building Area: (sf)
13,000 SQ FT

Cost per Square Foot: 
$692

Construction Cost
$9,000,000

Date of Completion:
FALL 2022

Program Summary:
New Administrative Support Building for an existing Airport Control 
Tower and Base Building.

Program Statement:
The site is located at the Portland International Airport, in Oregon, 
adjacent to the existing air traffic control tower and base building. 
The new facility will house supportive spaces such as offices, 
conference rooms, training classrooms, and expanded IT areas for 
staff.

The new facility is designed to comply with the requirements of the 
Guiding Principles for Sustainable Federal Buildings standard.  
Natural daylighting, energy efficient building systems and healthy 
lifestyle amenities are incorporated to benefit the wellbeing of staff 
and visitors.



A-150.02
EXTERIOR VIEWS:



A-150.03
SITE DESIGNSITE DESIGN

PUBLIC/SERVICE ACCESS

All vehicular access is controlled and 
isolated on the east side of the 
building because of a tight site and 
program requirements. All service 
functions are dedicated to the north 
of the building away from the main 
entry. The massing of the building 
provides overhead protection from 
inclement weather at the loading 
dock. While the path at the north of 
the building is not accessible to 
regular vehicular traffic, it does allow 
for maintenance cranes to have full 
access around the new 
Administrative Office and adjacent 
buildings.



A-150.04
MASSING STRATEGY

Balancing the requirement for a 
compact, efficient floor plan with the 
desire for dramatic views of the 
nearby Columbia River and Mount 
Hood to the northeast, the building is 
comprised of two volumes organized 
along bisecting axes - north/south 
and east/west. 

The north/south circulation core 
provides efficient organization of 
ground floor spaces, allowing 
occupants direct access from the 
ATCT to frequently used areas, such 
as the break room, locker rooms and 
restrooms. 

On the second floor, programmatic 
spaces requiring light and views, 
such as conference rooms and 
offices, have windows to the east 
and west. The open office area to 
the north is shifted east and perched 
over the floor below, increasing the 
visibility of this modest building, 
providing a friendly face towards the 
adjacent access road and parking 
area.



A-150.05
EXTERIOR FINISH STUDY

Variations of color and placement 
were reviewed in order to determine 
the best approach for the exterior 
facade. The team studied ideas of 
repetition as well as random 
configurations to order to select the 
most ideal aesthetic.

Color selections were made to 
complement the existing adjacent 
buildings and provide a cohesive but 
playful feel to the complex.



A-150.06
EXTERIOR ELEVATIONS

East-facing and west-facing windows 
have screening, to reduce glare and 
provide privacy for offices and 
training rooms.  Generously-sized 
windows are placed at the 2nd floor 
open office areas, offering an 
uninterrupted view towards majestic 
Mount Hood. 

The second floor is cantilevered over 
the first floor on 3 sides, providing 
protection from the elements at 
building entries and outdoor 
circulation.



A-150.07
EXTERIOR ELEVATIONS



A-150.08
FIRST FLOOR PLAN

The administrative support building 
is connected to the existing Air 
Traffic Control Tower (ATCT) 
through a conditioned passageway.

Frequently-used public spaces such 
as the breakroom, restrooms, and 
meeting spaces  as well as offices 
with regular support to the ATCT are 
located on the main level for quick 
and easy access.



A-150.09
SECOND FLOOR PLAN

Where possible, circulation paths 
were reduced and centralized to 
maximize usable space and provide 
all office and other occupied spaces 
with daylight and views. 

By providing views within offices, 
and large sections of glazing at the 
north and south reduce monotony 
with the flow of the space while 
allowing minimal finishes to be 
utilized within the project. 



A-150.10
INTERIOR VIEWS

In order to maximize the usability of 
the facility, the goal of interior design 
is to provide as much flexibility 
throughout the building as possible. 
Whether that is achieved by the 
manipulation to space through 
movable partitions, controlling 
individual heat or light, or 
rearrangement of furniture, the 
spaces of the building are open to be 
reconfigured as needs change. 



A-150.11
FURNITURE TYPICAL LAYOUTS

Just as the building was designed to 
meet flexibility needs, all furniture 
was selected to follow the same 
strategy. Tables and chairs are 
specified with casters and other 
mechanisms that allow furniture to 
be nested and moved or stored to 
meet the client’s needs. 

In most cases, ergonomics was also 
a consideration in the selection of 
furniture. Open and shared office 
spaces include high adjustable 
tables and chairs as well as monitor 
arms to accommodate proper 
functionality at workspaces.
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