
A155.01
Building Area: (sf)
37,860 sf

Cost per Square Foot: 
$272 (building & site)

Construction Cost
$10,290,000

Date of Completion:
September 2019

Program Summary:
New academic building and downtown campus for a regional 
community college located in the heart of Alexandria, Louisiana.

Program Statement:
This project originated with a liberating challenge to relocate a 
community college campus from a remote trade school site to an 
active downtown location. The site constraints informed the decision 
to place building forms along two streets to create an urban edge, 
and frame an inviting community lawn on an open street corner.

Free of the physical limitations of the previous facility, the community 
college overlays its vision with a building environment that’s 
supportive and accessible. To support students coming to campus 
from educationally disadvantaged backgrounds, the college sought 
to create spaces for programs that are inclusive, aspirational, and 
transformative. “Learning by doing” is a big part of the college's 
ethos to rapidly equip students with skills to move into the workforce 
or to advance their education further. Labs and classrooms focus on 
hands-on experiential learning, mirroring real-world environments.

The simple and strong formal interventions comprising the L-shaped 
plan create porosity along the street edge, inviting the community to 
enjoy the lawn and site. Expansive glazed openings reveal the 
energy contained within and transform into a series of lanterns at 
night. On all floors, light-filled circulation wraps and overlooks the 
landscaped lawn. The humble and durable exterior material palette 
includes red brick,  iron spot accent bricks, box-rib metal panels, and 
cypress slat siding.



A155.02
A Community Vision

Downtown is the campus.

This phrase guided the unifying 
vision of the college and the design 
team as work commenced on two 
downtown sites - one academic and 
the other technical - in the heart of 
Alexandria, Louisiana. 

This is the first downtown campus 
site within the community college 
system of Louisiana. The college 
was previously located in a 
repurposed trade school on the city’s 
periphery. Physical limitations of a 
building based on an outdated 
educational model resulted in a 
profound lack of spaces needed to 
cultivate community and encourage 
a campus identity to flourish.

The new academic building 
embodies a commitment to creating 
an inclusive and transformative 
experience for the students, staff, 
and the downtown community. This 
engagement goes beyond the 
building walls with native landscape 
extending to the sidewalk edges and 
shares a sizeable terraced lawn as a 
public space for the community.



A155.03
Program Organization

Program spaces fill the street 
frontage along Desoto Street and 6th 
Street, leaving room for the terraced 
lawn that opens to 5th Street and 
Murray Street. 

A nested ecosystem within the 
campus, the nursing program is 
located within the single-story wing 
along 6th Street. 

Social and support spaces occupy 
the first floor of the three-story wing 
along Desoto Street. A 160-seat flex 
room for community and campus 
gatherings is pulled to the active 
northwest corner of the block, 
creating a breezeway connection to 
the lawn. A two-story stack of 
classrooms and offices spans across 
the breezeway, facing Desoto Street.



A155.04
Wrapping the Edge

The two wings of the building hug 
the street to create an urban edge 
on one side and delineate the 
terraced lawn on the other. Like two 
outstretched arms, the primary 
building forms welcome and gather 
visitors entering campus from 
multiple arrival points along tree-
lined paths.

Single-loaded corridors on the 
second and third floors allow 
students to overlook the landscaped 
lawn below as they walk to and from 
class. Along the same corridors, 
projected staff offices align with the 
deep roof overhang.



A155.05
Night Light

The community college doesn’t shut 
down at night. It was essential to 
create a welcoming evening arrival 
experience for students attending 
after-hours adult education classes.

Whether day or night, the 
transparent visual porosity of the 
building animates the streetscape by 
revealing the energy and movement 
within. At night, it’s a glowing beacon 
to draw in students and guests.



A155.06
Community Asset

In addition to the grand lawn, the flex 
room located at the first floor corner 
of Desoto and 5th Street provides a 
valuable community asset. Separate 
from the rest of the building and 
accessed from a glass lobby from 
the breezeway, the flex room serves 
as a space for community outreach 
events, campus lectures, workforce 
conferences, fundraisers, and 
orientation space for prospective 
students.

Mosaic glass block is stacked 14 
feet tall at the flex room openings, 
which allows diffuse natural light to 
filter into the room while eliminating 
the distraction of pedestrian traffic on 
adjacent sidewalks.

The team collaborated with the City 
of Alexandria to develop prototypical 
crosswalks at all four site corners. 
This design interweaves the 
character of the main block with a 
design that pockets the parallel 
parking and creates a single-lane 
crosswalk that’s much safer for all 
pedestrians.



A155.07
Framing

An inviting 14 foot tall cypress-clad 
breezeway creates a pedestrian 
portal from the parking on the west 
side to the terraced lawn beyond, 
while framing the view to the east of 
the neighboring U.S. Courthouse. 
The path jogs along a row of 
deciduous trees to realign to the axis 
of the courthouse entry.

More than just a portal, the 
breezeway provides a shaded and 
naturally conditioned environment for 
most of the day, leading to a variety 
of provisional uses for the college, 
including: 
• Outdoor classroom
• Staging area for campus press 

conferences
• Extension of adjacent Student 

Commons
• Community event space
• Food truck staging 



A155.08
Performative Landscape

The new campus showcases the 
success of an integrated design 
process. Collaborative from the 
outset, the building and landscape 
design worked hand-in-hand to 
manage stormwater with green 
infrastructure interventions to a city 
block previously covered with 
impervious paving. 

Rainwater is easy to trace as it falls: 
collecting at roof edges, directed into 
downspouts that shift with building 
forms, and flowing down rain chains 
into the rain gardens.

Interconnected rain gardens filled 
with native plantings and Bald 
cypress trees surround the building, 
capturing and storing most of the 
roof water. These visible 
interventions extend to the 
sidewalks, creating an innovative 
threshold for the campus experience 
for students and the community.

The grand lawn also inconspicuously 
serves as a detention pond. During 
heavier rain events, the stormwater
gradually fills up the terraces, 
designed to release slowly into the 
city’s stormwater system.



A155.09
The Thoroughfare

All the things that were missing 
before are here now.

When crossing the threshold into the 
double-height lobby from the street, 
it’s clear that you’ve entered into a 
space that’s inclusive, aspirational, 
and transformative. Support and 
social spaces are arranged within 
and around the lobby along easy-to-
find sightlines.

The bi-fold garage doors and a 
rolling cypress barn door to the left 
can be closed off to create an 
independent event space for 
community functions on one side 
and secure the rest of the college on 
the other.



A155.10
Inside & Out

The building is designed to be both 
an object and a lens. An awareness 
of the landscape visible when you 
look outward guided the placement 
of glazing. The opening at the lobby 
entry shown, frames a view of the 
Live oak across the street.

Visual access to the outdoors 
encourages opportunities for 
connections outside the classroom. 
Spaces that extend interior spaces 
such as the breezeway, the library 
reading garden, and the covered 
porch extension of the lobby create 
an active, mediating layer between 
the building and the landscape.

Building forms and materials move 
inside and out to merge the two 
spatial experiences.



A155.11
Staff & Student Connections

The college wanted its leadership to 
be accessible to the students. The 
administrative suite is a quick walk 
up the stairs from the lobby. The 
conference room is wrapped in 
cypress and framed in the college’s 
official blue color, transparent in 
attitude and design.

An inviting perforated steel and glass 
stair unfurls from the second floor 
balcony in the foreground. The glass 
rail at the balcony wraps around the 
outer edge of the stair; the inner 
perforated metal ribbon spirals down 
to a concrete plinth below, folding 
and forming the countertop at the 
reception desk. 



A155.12
Learning by Doing

“Learning by doing” is a big part of 
the college's ethos. The nursing labs 
focus on hands-on experiential 
learning, mirroring real-world 
environments. The library is not just 
a place for books but also a powerful 
resource center with staff visibly 
connected to help student 
implementation. Even the often 
confusing student services 
department provides countertop 
service to make it easy for students 
to work out scheduling and finance 
without having to hunt down a 
particular office.

Warm and tactile materials 
interweave throughout these spaces. 
Distinct identities within each space, 
but contribute to a unified experience 
as you move through the building.
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