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Building Area: (sf)

22,000 SF

Cost per Square Foot: 

$269

Construction Cost

$5.93 M

Date of Completion:

March, /2019

Program Summary:
An expansion for a Lafayette high school, this project encompasses 
22,000 SF of new construction serving as dedicated space for the 
Lafayette Parish School System’s Performing Arts Academy. 

Program Statement:
As a dedicated space for the Performing Arts Academy, the program 
includes several new dance classrooms, piano and stringed 
instrument classrooms, rehearsal spaces, a black box theatre, art 
gallery, and lobby. Due to the vast spectrum of programming 
elements and the different requirements for each, spaces were 
broken down by associated function, organized by similarity, and 
then pinwheeled around the central lobby which serves as a gallery 
space for the studio art classes and a pre-function space for the 
theatre. In addition to serving as an organizing element, the pinwheel 
design allows corridor spaces easy access to daylight.

Conceptual design began with creating a Master Plan. This ensures 
the new building will fit seamlessly into the school’s new campus 
plans and serve as the central ligature between the main campus 
and future construction.

The team worked to mediate the scale of the new building in relation 
to the height of the existing campus. An established datum line 
referencing the existing building height serves as a unifying feature 
throughout the varying sizes of building blocks. This line determines 
the height at which the brick pattern alters as well as window head 
and sill heights. 
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The  new Performing Arts Academy 
will serve as a connection between 
the existing buildings and a future 
theater and Freshman Academy.

Master Plan
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The new performing arts building 
houses guitar, dance, piano, and 
string studios as well as a “black 
box” for drama performances.

First Floor Plan
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This section illustrates how the 
bridge connects the existing school 
at left to the main lobby/gallery 
space. A light monitor washes the 
wall, marking the far end of the 
lobby. Further to the right are the 
“black box” and corresponding back 
stage programming.

Building Section

The roofline of the existing school 
buildings set a datum line that 
informs brick pattern and 
fenestration in the façade of the new 
building.
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An exterior view of the new addition, 
intended to provide centralized 
space for the school’s Performing 
Arts programming, which was 
previously dispersed across the 
campus. 

Slit windows, dispersed throughout 
the building, provide views to small 
offices and classrooms. The high 
windows located at the far end of the 
building flood the dance room with 
natural light

Front Elevation
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The rear of the building and location 
of the black box theatre, with an area 
intended for loading and unloading 
performance equipment. 

Rear Elevation
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The central organization of the 
building divides the program 
elements into individual branches 
pinwheeling out from the main lobby. 
The overlapping ceiling planes help 
emphasize this organization.

Light wells are located on either side 
of the pinwheel in the central lobby 
and can be viewed from the end of 
the corridors.

Lobby/Gallery
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Reinforcing this centralized 
organization strategy, corridor 
heights are staggered throughout, 
gradually rising in elevation as users 
approach the center space, which 
holds the highest ceiling elevation. 

The sloped floor also held another 
intent: to transverse the ~3’ elevation 
difference mandated by new flood 
requirements adopted since the 
original building was constructed. 

Bridge



A160.09

A view to the strings room with 
separate sound insulated breakout 
practice spaces connected on the 
left.

Strings Studio
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The black box theatre, with adjacent 
Audio/Control room, catwalk and 
acoustically sprayed ceiling. Curtains 
along the walls deadens the space 
acoustically for better audio control.

Black Box
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The dance classroom with sprung 
floor system and Marley top. 

Dance Studio
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View looking back towards the glass 
walkway that bridges to the old 
building.

Lobby/Gallery


