
A180.01
Building Area: (sf)
16,000 sf

Cost per Square Foot: 
$140.63

Construction Cost
$2,250,000

Date of Completion:
September 2021

Program Summary:
A development firm requested a two-story office building with 26 
offices, training, conference, and break rooms. The first level is to be 
lease space. 

Program Statement:
The new corporate office headquarters is a 16,000 sq. ft., two-story 
structure in downtown Hammond, Louisiana. The majority of the first 
floor is designed as speculative office space for future tenants. The 
second-floor tenant is the building owner, a development company 
specializing in multi-family residential. The owner believes in 
preserving and taking care of their surrounding communities, so they 
chose to house their headquarters in historic downtown Hammond. 

The building is sited directly on the property line as a corner property, 
aligning with the existing street facade, with employee parking in the 
rear. Materials for the new building include dark gray modular brick, 
clear anodized aluminum storefront, prefinished aluminum canopy, 
painted exposed steel columns and beams, and galvalume 
corrugated siding. An interior architectural stair provides access to 
the second floor at the center of the building. The interior spaces 
comprise staff and executive offices, a large staff training classroom, 
and a staff breakroom with a “coffee shop” vibe. The first floor 
beneath the training room is an open-air patio with outdoor seating.



A180.02
The north façade faces into the 
historic district. Zoning encourages 
the site within MX-CBD to be on 
street property lines. This helps 
create the street as an outdoor room 
and enhances the sidewalk 
experience. The primarily brick skin 
is dark gray, utilizing the prominent 
historic district exterior material with 
a unique color choice. Exposed steel 
frames the entry glass and adjacent 
first-floor windows. 



A180.03
The site plan shows the building 
footprint in relation to the street and 
the parking located behind the 
building. The second-floor training 
room creates an outdoor covered 
employee space with open-air 
courtyards on either side. Recesses 
in the north [street] façade break up 
the wall and creates landscape 
opportunities



A180.04
The north brick façade recesses 
either side of the entry portal and 
creates landscape areas to soften 
the hard edges and create shade 
and shadow. The glass entry is 
framed with an exposed “I“-beam 
and “H“-section as a modern 
interpretation of historic cast-iron 
storefront frames. A brick flemish 
bond with an extended header 
course at the spandrels adds texture 
to the primarily brick skin, again in a 
modern twist on historical brick 
spandrel detailing.



A180.05
The second-floor training room 
extends south over the courtyard 
and serves as a functional 
requirement and creates an outdoor 
porch for building occupants. Brick 
patterning continued from the street 
façade, and horizontal metal panels 
were used around some windows. 
Exposed steel frames were used at 
the training room and south entry 
portal at the courtyard. Cedar slats 
were utilized as handrails and solar 
shading at south balconies off of 
breakroom and executive offices.



A180.06
Straight on view of south courtyard 
entry portal with training room 
above. Building occupants have 
created outdoor activity spaces in 
the courtyard with swings, ping-pong 
table string lights, and seating. Stairs 
terminate the end of the U-shaped 
plan framing the courtyard.



A180.07
This view shows the outdoor 
courtyard activities with a covered 
porch entry portal. The horizontal 
metal panels and cedar slats add 
texture to the skin and solar shading. 
Swings, a ping pong table, and 
seating on the turf surface enhance 
outdoor activities for building 
occupants. 



A180.08
The ground floor is a future lease 
space for an office tenant. The entry 
lobby also serves as vertical access 
to second-floor offices. The entry 
lobby extends through the ground 
floor space to access the south 
courtyard entry. Two fire stairs 
terminate the south ends of the 
wings and frame the courtyard. The 
second floor has a typical office 
layout with service areas stacked 
above the ground floor services. The 
large training room covers the 
courtyard entry. The break room and 
executive office have balconies 
overlooking the courtyard. A large 
steel-framed canopy covers the 
sidewalk at street entry.FLOOR 

PLAN



A180.09
The street-side lobby includes an 
open stair to offices on the second 
level. The steel portal frame 
elements are exposed and become 
a part of the steel stair design. 
Vertical steel rods extend from floor 
to ceiling between flights of stairs. A 
light slot runs vertically on either side 
of the lobby and crosses the ceiling 
directly above the stair center, where 
the steel rods terminate. A bent plate 
steel bench received the bottom of 
vertical steer steel rods.



A180.10
Additional views of main lobby stair 
with vertical steel rods for guard rails 
that start at steel plate bench at 
ground floor to light slot in the ceiling 
of the second floor. Stained black 
wood wall panels, gray ceramic tile 
floors, and painted gray steel are the 
gray tone design strategies. The light 
stripe bifurcates the stair landing wall 
of stained black wood.



A180.11
The second-floor office lobby of stair 
entry has a small waiting area with 
an interior glazed conference room 
adjacent to the steel lobby.



A180.12
The breakroom continues the simple 
gray color palette. The south glass 
wall opens onto a balcony with slat 
wall railing and solar screen valance. 
The slat detail was carried into the 
ceiling of the breakroom. 
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