
A-195.01
Building Area: (sf)
185,722 SF

Cost per Square Foot: 
$197.19 / SF

Construction Cost
$36,622,731.00

Date of Completion:
December 2020

Program Summary:
Projecting for continued community growth, this new school campus 
accommodates 1,000 students with a new two-story school building, 
activity center, and field house.

Program Statement:
This new high school campus was designed and built on the former 
cane field adjacent to the existing high school. It consists of a large, 
two-story school building with administrative areas, media center, 
classrooms, cafeteria, various lab spaces, and open study spaces for 
students. The campus also holds new activity center, as well as a 
new field house overlooking the existing football field. The design of 
the school building allows for a centralized courtyard easily 
accessible by all areas of campus. The total building area for all new 
buildings is approximately 185,000 square feet for the enrollment of 
more than 1,000 students. The campus site was designed with new 
street access, parking, separated bus and car drop-off areas, a 
track, and a sports activity area.



A-195.02
The main entrance on the front 
façade of the school is centrally 
located and is the beginning of a 
central axis that runs through the 
campus. This main artery connects 
all students and staff extending from 
the administration to the classrooms 
and athletic facilities at the rear of 
the site.

The master plan of the campus was 
to utilize the linearity of the property 
(formerly a sugar cane field and 
based on the traditional “long lots” of 
the area). The campus plan was 
developed to have additional 
buildings added to the campus as its 
enrollment and programs grow with 
it. Areas have been designated for a 
Performing Arts Building, as well as 
an additional classroom / laboratory 
building as they are needed.
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The main building, which totals over 
123,000 square feet, is comprised of 
the administration and classroom 
areas, as well as the support centers 
for nutrition, media center, and small 
group gatherings. This building is a 
two-story building that partially 
encloses a courtyard area for 
students to spend time between 
classes or at lunch. Outdoor walking 
paths and seating areas make for 
areas that can be utilized by 
individuals or for small groups of 
students and faculty.
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The Activity Center is a 40,000 
square foot building that houses the 
PE classes, band room, a practice 
gym and a competition gymnasium.

The Field House is approximately 
21,000 sf and contains all the 
football lockers and support spaces, 
coaches’ offices, training rooms, 
wrestling gym and lockers, and 
weight room. The weight room has a 
large expanse of windows that 
allows for positive daylighting 
throughout the space.
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In this rendering of the exterior mass 
of the main school building, a mix of 
traditional school building massing, 
as well as a contemporary elements 
have been utilized to emphasize the 
new 21st Century design that was 
implemented throughout this school 
campus. A common language of 
shapes and emphatic structures 
were used to relate the buildings to 
each other and allow students and 
visitors an understanding of the 
circulation around and into the 
buildings.
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Exterior views of the campus 
buildings.

Outdoor paths and seating areas in 
the center courtyard allow for small 
or larger groups to gather in a 
relaxed atmosphere. The 
gymnasium entrance is open and 
bright with a large span of windows 
on the North side of the building to 
allow for ambient light to fill the lobby 
of the building.
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The main entrance of the school is 
centrally located and allows access 
to the administrative area, media 
center and vertical circulation. This 
spacious open area not only allows 
students access to these interior 
spaces, but also to the courtyard 
towards the rear of the school. 
Translucent panels, as well as 
curtainwall systems allow a lot of 
natural light, and can be seen by 
passersby on the highway that fronts 
the school. The lobby also serves as 
an area to celebrate student 
achievement (both academically and 
athletically), with displays for ACT 
scores, grades and a hall of fame 
athletic exhibit. From the exterior, 
the main entrance is bright, inviting 
and celebratory. 
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The media center, which is located 
adjacent to the main entrance is a 
two-story educational space. The 
space was designed with flexibility 
which allows breakout learning areas 
on both floors. This area 
complements numerous smaller 
breakout areas throughout the 
campus. This flexibility is one of the 
factors of the 21st-century design to 
allow for different teaching styles to 
adapt and promote learning in a 
relaxed environment.
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The cafeteria has a large flexible 
dining area with multiple serving 
lines. A standard food queue, as well 
as a “grab and go” bar offers 
students a variety choices. The 
ceiling clouds mimic the flooring 
patterns below, helping define 
circulation within the space. Large, 
open views of the courtyard also 
provide abundant natural lighting 
throughout the room.
The school has an extensive home 
economics program. The home 
economic wing encompasses over 
1,800 square feet and is state of the 
art for home economics not only in 
the region, but nationwide. Home 
economics administrators from 
across the county have applauded 
its design and consider it to be a 
new precedent for future programs 
across the country.
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The activity center houses a large 
competition gymnasium, as well as a 
practice / physical education 
gymnasium, locker / dressing rooms 
and band / choir rooms. The large 
competition gym was design with 
flexibility for numerous events. With 
roll away professional basketball 
goals ,this space offers competition 
basketball, volleyball and wrestling 
courts. The exposed structure and 
ductwork are painted in school 
colors and the bleachers display 
“Panther Eyes” when closed.

The entrance to this building serves 
as the lobby to the competition gym 
and houses athletic achievements 
throughout the space.
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The field house includes locker 
rooms, training and practice areas 
for several sports. The weight room 
is centrally located but offers a large 
open view to the football field. The 
location of this building and its 
design was oriented directly across 
from the football field with the 
purpose of illuminating the main 
training area to act as an intimidator 
to visiting teams. The building also 
houses a state of the art wrestling 
center, allowing athletes to train, but 
can also double as a competition 
area (supplementing the competition 
gymnasium) for tournaments. 
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Multiple views of the main building, 
both at night and in the day show the 
openness of the building and 
manipulation of spaces to allow the 
exterior to be brought inside and 
access to the exterior in most of the 
interior spaces.
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