
A-225.01
Building Area: (sf)
8,000 sf

Cost per Square Foot: 
$337.50 / sf

Construction Cost
$2.7M

Date of Completion:
February 2020

Program Summary:
A re-imagined entry experience, upgraded assembly center, and 
strategic experiential branding overlay to this renovation and addition 
unites two school campuses in vision, mission and tradition..
Program Statement:
New Orleans’ Academy of the Sacred Heart has two campuses that 
welcome girls aged one through 12th grade—the original, historic 
Rosary campus and, two blocks away, the newer Mater campus. The 
Mater campus, an age-appropriate environment tailored to the 
youngest learners, lacked a strong identity, sense of entry, and 
transition space between the outside world and the school, as well 
as any of the high caliber ambiance of its partner campus. Its Bob 
and Jeri Nims Fine Arts Center—where all-school gatherings and 
community events are held—also needed updating. 
Working closely with the client, we created a signature entry 
sequence for the school that is imbued with the Sacred Heart brand 
and provides greater visual presence. This new threshold 
emphasizes a sense of arrival with a beautiful new lobby vestibule 
and reception space. The light-filled vestibule spills into a zone filled 
with display cases, pull-out history panels, and a world map noting 
the larger story of Sacred Heart schools around the globe. 
The multipurpose Nims Center, originally a church sanctuary, was 
transformed by opening the lower side walls of the nave with 
windows, flooding the space with light, and visually connecting the 
campus on either side of the Center. New restrooms and storage 
upgrade the Center’s functions and provide an improved user 
experience. A new wrought iron fence and entry gate, mirroring 
traditional elements of the Rosary campus, encircles a gracious new 
outdoor learning courtyard that integrates storytelling moments. 
Outside of school hours, the lobby and courtyard act as an inviting 
pre-function space for events at the Nims Center.



A-225.02
Entry Experience 
Re-Imagined

The primary Mater campus entrance 
sits on a side street off busy St. 
Charles Avenue. It was hidden 
behind a playground and lacked any 
sort of brand identity. 

Working closely with the client, we 
created a signature entry sequence 
for the school that is imbued with the 
Sacred Heart brand and elevates the 
visual presence. 

This new threshold includes a 
beautiful new lobby vestibule and 
reception space “jewel box.” Further 
emphasizing the sense of arrival, we 
mirrored the wrought iron fence and 
entry gate of the Rosary campus, 
which also increased security while 
providing clear visual connections 
between the neighborhood and the 
school.



A-225.03
Opportunities for 
Learning Everywhere

By moving an existing playground 
and replacing it with new paving, 
planting, lighting, seating, artwork, 
and a school timeline, we crafted a 
gracious new courtyard that 
integrates outdoor learning spaces 
with storytelling moments, as well as 
enhances curb appeal. During 
Covid, this extended exterior space 
became invaluable to support 
socially distanced learning.



A-225.04
The New Orleans 
Sacred Heart Campuses

The original Rosary campus houses 
the Upper School with grades 5 - 12. 
Two blocks away, the newer Mater 
campus houses the Lower School 
with age 1 through grade 4.

Brand Identity Analysis

The Academy of the Sacred Heart, 
nationally and internationally, is 
connected through a larger 
ecosystem of their global network. 
Brand analysis became a driver for 
all the design - site, landscape, new 
entry, NIMS Center upgrades, 
materials, signage, graphics, and 
wayfinding.

We developed a diagram to guide 
our understanding of the Academy of 
the Sacred Heart brand, 
encompassed overall by faith and 
love. It included five pillars aligning a 
mission of theirs and a mission of 
this project.



A-225.05
Mater Campus Renovations

The existing Mater Lower School 
entrance and reception lacked any 
brand identity, procession or visual 
appeal.

The project scope included new 
entry/reception space, re-envisioning 
the front court, and complete 
renovation to the Nims Arts Center 
(their multipurpose assembly space). 

Design goals included redesign and 
rebrand of the entrance to enhance 
security, offer curb appeal, and 
connect the Nims Center to the 
outdoor zone.



A-225.06
Exploded Axonometric of New 
Entry Addition

A rich palette of materials was 
strategically layered to create the 
new entry vestibule aesthetic with 
rich texture and traditional overtones 
to parallel that at the original Rosary 
campus.



A-225.07
Detail Floor Plan: 
Brand and First Impressions

Focusing primary brand components 
in the area of highest 
concentration—the campus entry—
to emphasize the importance of the 
Sacred Heart identity, vision, mission 
and tradition.



A-225.08
New Entry Vestibule: 
“Jewel Box”

Immediately inside the new front 
doors we transformed a non-
descript, exterior covered entry into 
a two-story enclosed lobby and 
reception space with custom lighting 
feature illuminating this jewel box. 
Now serving as an arrival point and 
threshold into the school, this light-
filled space offers a place for parents 
to linger before and after school. It 
also functions as the formal entry to 
the Nims Assembly Center where 
both all-school gatherings and 
community events are held. 



A-225.09
Extended Reception Space

The light-filled entry vestibule spills 
into a zone filled with tiered seating 
for waiting or storytime, display 
cases filled with Sacred Heart 
memorabilia, pull-out history panels 
on other network schools, a world 
map and inspirational wording on the 
walls. This area was carefully crafted 
to allow the students opportunity to 
better understand themselves in the 
larger story of Sacred Heart schools 
around the globe and to offer 
intimate learning moments in the 
larger school-arrival-and-departure 
experience.



A-225.10
Visual Connections from Entry 
Vestibule to Courtyard

In visually connecting the entry to 
the courtyard, the Sacred Heart 
vision and mission is more clearly 
and closely linked by combining the 
brand of the Academy with the 
Sacred Heart history at-large. 
Outside of school hours, the 
welcoming lobby and courtyard also 
can act as an inviting pre-function 
space and celebrated transition for 
events at the Nims Center—the 
heart of the community of the school.



A-225.11
Nims Center

Originally a church sanctuary, the 
Nims Center has become a 
multipurpose space for a wide 
variety of occasions from all-school 
programs and masses to after 
school pick-up and summer camp to 
performances and community 
events. 

Improved treatment and 
technologies for materials, furniture 
and fixtures, as well as opening up 
the space visually and physically to 
landscaped spaces on either side 
elevate the experience of the 
multipurpose venue where both 
campuses can join together in 
shared community.

New restrooms and storage upgrade 
the Center’s functions and provide 
an improved, more versatile user 
experience.

The renovated Nims Center in 
conjunction with the new entry 
courtyard gave the school critical 
overflow space during COVID. With 
the ability to have classes spread 
into both spaces while 
accommodating social distancing 
and other COVID protocols, the 
school was able to remain open to 
students during the pandemic when 
so many others were forced into 
distance learning. 



A-225.12
Fostering Community

By transforming the lower side walls 
of the Nims Center (originally the 
aisles of the sanctuary nave) to full-
height windows, we flooded the 
space with light and visually 
connected the campus community 
on either side of the Center.

The repurposed entry courtyard re-
energizes the Sacred Heart sense of 
community and connection, offering 
ample space for gathering and 
outdoor learning.



A-225.13
Revealing the Story 
in the Details

The courtyard employs a timeline to 
physically trace the history of the 
Academy in an educational and 
impactful way for students and 
visitors alike, culminating with the 
opening of the new vestibule and 
Nims Renovation.

The courtyard also features a bronze 
statue of Saint Rose Philippine 
Duchesne of the Sacred Heart. 
Using integrated lighting and seating 
components the area is enhanced 
from a point of observance to one of 
engagement.

"Through these new spaces, one can 
see the special reflection of our identity 
(who we are) as a Sacred Heart 
School...As I look out toward the plaza 
today, I am reminded that as a school 
community, we find ourselves learning, 
discovering, singing, dancing, and 
praying around the St. Rose Philippine 
statue...our girls can not wait to sit at her 
feet.“

Shara Hammet
Lower School Division Head, Academy of 
the Sacred Heart
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