
A240.01
Building Area: (sf)
6,328 SF

Cost per Square Foot: 
$141/SF

Construction Cost
$893,279

Date of Completion:
October 2, 2017

Program Summary:
The building is a classical ballet school and conservatory, which 
includes two dance studios, a portico, a viewing lobby, dressing 
rooms, and a mezzanine.

Program Statement:
The school offers classes in ballet taught by former professional 
ballerinas and experienced teachers. The building houses a 
professional ballet company composed of young dancers who, 
together with professional guest artists from large ballet companies 
around the country, put on two ballets for the community in the city's 
2,100-seat performance hall each year. 

The design of the building aims to reflect the professionalism and 
sophistication that characterizes the organization. The main concept 
“took root” when the co-owner was asked to describe what she 
envisioned for the school—she said “simple lines.” The concept of 
“lines” is very important to both ballet and architecture: lines of 
dancers, lines created by the human body, and lines of energy and 
movement, as compared to architectural proportions and regulating 
lines. 

As is the case with most not-for-profit organizations, the school had 
limited funds for construction. Therefore, the design, building 
systems, and materials had to be efficient and straightforward. 
Through utilizing a hybrid system of a standard, single-slope, metal 
building married with a structurally-framed front portico and 
aluminum curtain wall, an affordable yet sophisticated and 
monumental building was achieved for the owners.



A240.02
The design strives to be bright and 
open, creating an unobtrusive 
backdrop for ballet. It is to be visible 
and transparent from the street while 
becoming a billboard for the school. 
It aims to be simple and classically 
proportioned while also modern.



A240.03
First floor of the building includes 
both dance studios 
bathrooms/changing rooms and 
office/store



A240.04
All mechanical and electrical closets 
as well as dedicated storage is 
located on the mezzanine, freeing up 
the entire first floor for its dance and 
related functions.



A240.05
Light enters both studios from the 
southern and northern directions 
creating an even, natural light during 
days classes.

The large southern facing storefront 
windows into the lobby offers 
transparency from the studio to the 
street



A240.06
Lighting in the space was designed 
to up light the white painted ceiling 
creating a diffused light that 
compliments the light that enters 
from both north and south sides of 
the buildings. Shown in this view are 
the northern facing clerestory 
windows above a full wall of mirrors
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A240.08
The larger studios floor size was 
designed to meet the same size as 
the local performance stage so that 
dancers and instructors can 
accurately block out for their 
performances over a dance specific 
soft flooring.



A240.09
The front windows of the studio 
illuminate the street from the building 
at night. The lobby becomes a great 
flexible space for parents to gather 
or for events to take place for the 
client.
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