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Building Area: (sf)
46,000 New, 46,000 Reno

Cost per Square Foot: 
$295/SF

Construction Cost
$27.1 Million

Date of Completion:
November 2017

Program Summary:
The goal was to integrate undergraduate and graduate business 
schools which were in two separate, adjacent buildings. The addition 
connects these two existing buildings.

Program Statement:
Prior to the project, the school occupied two existing buildings (1985 
and 2003) which separated undergraduate and graduate programs. 
Based on current growth and the need to stay progressive in the 
current education and technology trends, a 46,000 sq.ft. addition was 
created to tie the two buildings together and unify the school into a 
cohesive learning complex. 

The new addition and renovations within the existing building tie-ins 
include a variety of classrooms, offices, and multi-use spaces to 
provide ample space for informal meetings, studies and 
collaboration. The main façade is comprised of a 4-story, 215’-0” 
long undulating glass curtainwall that faces a major pedestrian 
thoroughfare in the heart of the campus. This connection to campus 
is the most obvious example of the primary design concept –
learning on display.

A major design challenge was maintaining the openness and 
transparency of the “learning on display” concept with the strict 
requirements of LEED certification. The use of innovative concepts, 
such as a custom 40% bird frit pattern, sunshades, and high-
efficiency glazing, accompanied by green strategies, including a 
reflective cool roof, occupancy sensors, and renewable materials, 
propelled the building to LEED Gold certification.



A-260.02
Connection to Campus

The main facade of the addition is a 
four story, 215’ long, 53’ tall 
undulating glass curtainwall 
responding to three existing live oak 
trees. The facade faces a major 
pedestrian thoroughfare and serves 
as an inviting main entrance through 
the business complex to dormitory 
buildings and Dining Commons on 
either side.

At the opposite side of the complex, 
an existing tiered classroom was in-
filled to create a new entrance 
through the building. Included at this 
entrance is a campus coffee shop to 
attract the campus at large.

Connection to Landscape

Working closely with the University 
Arborist, a major design element is 
the elevated patio surrounding the 
existing live oak trees at the main 
entrance. The elevated concrete 
pavers follow the undulating glass 
facade while respecting the natural 
drip-line of the oak trees.



A-260.03
Learning On Display

As students, faculty, and guests 
enter the three story atrium from the 
major pedestrian corridor, they are 
greeted by two large glass drums on 
each side, stretching the full height 
of the atrium. The larger of the two 
glass drums house flexible 
classrooms on all three levels while 
the smaller glass drum houses a 
computer lab and breakout study 
rooms. The glass includes an 
applied film to provide a sense of 
privacy while maintaining a visual 
connection to the atrium.
(shown at left) Additional classrooms 
with large expanses of glass 
storefront are located on the first 
floor and open breakout study 
spaces are scattered on the second 
and third floor circulation areas to 
continually promote the overall 
design concept of Learning on 
Display.



A-260.04
The Learning Environment

All new and renovated classrooms 
are provided with state of the art 
technology and flexible seating 
arrangements. Typical classrooms 
include recessed projection screens 
at the front teaching wall and two 
confidence monitors at the rear 
which allow instructors to move 
seamlessly through presentations.

Multiple lighting zone scenarios can 
be pre-programmed or manually 
adjusted to satisfy individual 
instructor preferences. Digital 
schedulers are provided at each 
classroom to identify which course 
and instructor will be using the space 
at a given time. The scheduler 
allows students to see when the 
classroom is not occupied by a 
course and can utilize the room for 
study. Occupancy sensors are used 
to turn lights off and adjust HVAC 
demand when the classrooms are 
unoccupied.



A-260.05
Gathering Space

The existing buildings previously 
lacked a large gathering space for 
events such as graduation activities, 
donor events, or business school 
functions. In the new design program 
the large, three story atrium provides 
a flexible, grand space for the 
business school and the campus at 
large. The glass drums include 
specialty lighting around the 
perimeter that changes color and 
highlight the applied film the full 
height of the space.

The atrium also attracts students 
from across the campus as a 
preferred meeting and gathering 
space.

Sustainable Resources

The perforated bamboo panel 
(plyboo) guardrails create a visual 
rhythm which adds to the sense of 
motion. The decision to use plyboo 
is two-fold: to the desire to create a 
sustainable building (as bamboo is a 
rapidly renewable resource) and it is 
highly rated concerning lateral load 
bearing.



A-260.06
Utilizing Natural Light

The existing, previously exterior, 
brick facade of the 1985 building 
remains exposed in the new, four-
story skylight opening. A white 
limewash was applied to the dark 
red brick to enhance the reach of 
natural light to the atrium space and 
informal study areas three-stories 
below.



A-260.07
Common Study Areas

Informal study areas are provided 
throughout the second and third floor 
circulation spaces of the three-story 
atrium. A custom electrical raceway 
was designed along the plyboo 
railing to ensure the flexible seating 
arrangements are provided with 
convenient power outlets.

At the rear of the complex, an 
existing tiered classroom (seen in 
bottom image was infilled to create a 
direct connection through the 
complex from dormitories on one 
side to the Dining Commons on the 
other. Flexible seating is provided for 
coffee shop patrons while informal 
study rooms with sliding glass doors 
are provided at the perimeter 
overlooking the new entrance plaza.

Along with the curved, interactive 
A/V wall, the ceiling and terrazzo 
floor pattern pick up on hints 
previously curved and tiered 
classroom layout.



A-260.08
Common Areas for Small Groups

There are a variety of spaces 
designed to encourage small groups 
to meet and collaborate. These are 
generally enclosed rooms which 
keeps noise and distractions to a 
minimum



A-260.09
Energy Efficiency

The four story undulating glass 
curtainwall is triple-glazed, double 
insulated and has sunshades at 
each floor level. The glass also 
includes a custom 40% frit pattern 
that provides for energy efficient 
savings as well as a bird collision 
deterrent. As the frit pattern moves 
up each floor of the glass facade the 
spacing gradually decreases to 
provide an additional sense of 
privacy at the fourth floor offices 
while maintaining maximum 
openness on the first floor of the 
atrium.

Additional sustainable strategies 
used as part of the design and 
construction process were enhanced 
construction recycling strategies, 
regional materials, white reflective 
cool roof, and both light fixture and 
HVAC controls included occupancy 
sensors.



A-260.10
Activated Atrium

Primary vertical circulation is 
exposed in the atrium space, 
highlighting activity throughout the 
building complex encouraging 
collaboration amongst students, 
faculty, and visitors.

A monumental stair (far side) that 
curves with the undulating facade is 
located near the main entrance 
which brings users to the second 
floor. A suspended hanging stair (at 
left) then brings occupants from the 
second floor to the third and fourth.



A-260.11
Connection to Landscape

Working closely with the University 
Arborist, a major design element is 
the elevated patio surrounding the 
existing live oak trees at the main 
entrance. The elevated concrete 
pavers follow the undulating glass 
facade while respecting the natural 
drip-line of the oak trees.



A-260.12
Technology on Display Beyond 
the Classroom

At the new rear entry of the building 
complex, a 9-screen interactive 
touch-screen display allows students 
and visitors to approach the wall to 
learn more about the University, the 
Business School, or current campus 
events.

The A/V wall is part of the new 
coffee shop sitting area, creating a 
new gathering location within the 
building complex for students, 
faculty, and visitors to relax and 
study.

Additional A/V walls and kiosks are 
provided throughout the complex for 
digital way-finding and signage.



A-260.13
Building Integration

A major design challenge was 
integrating the 4-story new addition 
into both existing buildings which 
have different floor to floor heights. 
The new addition floor plates align 
with the 1985 building floors while a 
series of subtle ramps and stairs 
connect to the different levels of the 
2003 addition. 

Major program layouts completed as 
part of the new addition and 
renovations includes lecture 
classrooms on the first and fourth 
floors, faculty office wing and Dean’s 
suite on the fourth floor, and new 
student services and department 
suites on the second and third floors. 
Individual and group study rooms 
and seating areas are also located 
throughout the new addition and 
within renovated areas to provide 
students multiple options for study.
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