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Building Area: (sf)
190,000

Cost per Square Foot: 
$218

Construction Cost
$41 Million

Date of Completion:
2019

Program Summary:
The design and construction of a new high-rise hotel in Downtown 
New Orleans.

Program Statement:
This contemporary new high-rise hotel features seventeen stories of 
extended-stay guestrooms on top of two floors of public and hotel 
support space. Deep balconies stretch the full length of the second 
and third floors, creating shade and shadow along the front facade.

Considering the restrictive urban site, the design team compressed 
both the footprint and the floor-to-floor height of the tower to 
maximized efficiency and minimize construction costs while 
maintaining a high level of design and guest experience.

A state-of-the-art stormwater retention basin was constructed 
beneath the building to capture and hold rainwater.

Custom finishes and features were incorporated throughout the hotel 
to elevate the experience of the brand. Within the guestrooms, 
expansive floor-to-ceiling windows afford guests panoramic views of 
the city.
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The project's contemporary form and 
clean lines fit snugly into the tight 
urban site, continuing the pedestrian 
experience at the first floor.  Tucked 
between a 4-story historic building 
and a modern high-rise, the hotel’s 
massing and exterior materials 
enrich the diversity of styles in 
Downtown New Orleans. Positioned 
as a link between historic and 
contemporary architecture, the hotel 
translates significant elements and 
proportions into its modern structure.  
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From the exterior, the glass 
curtainwall facade elegantly reflects 
the building's surroundings. While 
inside, it allows for dramatic views of 
the cityscape from the third floor and 
up. 

The sleek entry-level storefront 
fosters a pedestrian-friendly 
experience, welcoming guests into 
the spacious lobby and bar.
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Challenged with building within a 
tight urban footprint, the design team 
worked diligently to reduce the brand 
standard area of guestrooms while 
maximizing guestroom count and 
maintaining the integrity of the 
brand. The design successfully infills 
a long-vacant surface parking lot and 
creates continuity along the street 
front and pedestrian corridor.
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Tasked with designing the ultimate 
Mardi Gras experience, the 
conceptual designs drew inspiration 
from the project’s location along the 
main Mardi Gras parade route to 
position guests right above the 
endless array of parading floats, 
marching bands, and revelers.
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The exterior balconies are accented 
with color-changing LED lighting at 
the custom glass railings.  
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The second floor and its deepwood-
clad overhang provide ample shade 
for balcony seating year round. 
Perched right above the Mardi Gras 
parade route, guests have access to 
this highly-coveted spot during the 
Carnival season.

The adjacent space is programmed 
for daily breakfast service, flexible 
lounge space, and guest amenities. 
A wood ceiling feature runs the 
length of the space, tying it together 
with the outdoor terrace.
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Hotel guestrooms were completely 
customized from the brand 
standards to fit within a smaller 
footprint, open up the floor plan to 
take advantage of the natural light 
from floor-to-ceiling windows.  
Materials and finishes were also 
customized to elevate the design 
and take inspiration from the hotel’s 
location along the Mardi Gras 
parade route.
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Pushing the envelope of the brand 
standards, the guestrooms feature a 
custom contemporary design with 
floor to ceiling windows and bright, 
decorative accents. Paying homage 
to the local traditions, a Mardi Gras 
mask adorns the headboard wall as 
the focal point of the suite.
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Each suite comes equipped with a 
full kitchen and dining area, supplied 
with necessities for longer term 
stays.

Designed with business-forward 
travelers in mind, generous work 
spaces and convenient internet ports 
ease the strain of working away from 
the office.
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The second floor program includes a 
large dining area, flexible lounge 
seating, meeting rooms, fitness 
center, guest laundry, mechanical 
spaces, kitchen, and a large outdoor 
covered balcony.  
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