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Building Area: (sf)
9,300 sf

Cost per Square Foot: 
Withheld at Owner’s 
Request

Construction Cost
Withheld at Owner’s 
Request

Date of Completion:
March 2019

Program Summary:
A visitor’s center to “bridge” the gap between the surrounding marsh 
and a vast industrial site.

Program Statement:
The client requested a space at their industrial facility to educate 
visitors about the science behind liquefaction of natural gas. The 
target audience is the general public, and particularly, school 
children, in order to encourage them to get excited about the 
sciences, and perhaps, to pursue it in their academic development. 
Additionally, the building offers a meeting area for investors 
/shareholders as well as Local and State Government officials. 
Having commanding views of the liquefaction plant was a key 
requirement, while maintaining a warm and inviting entrance to the 
site. The building was raised and positioned to maximize views of 
both the industrial site and the surrounding marshland, which was 
aided by an extensive amount of glazing. Due to proximity to the 
industrial site, the building had to meet strict safety requirements and 
yet still offer a completely open and inviting center for visitors, 
employees, and investors alike.
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The stark contrast between the 
industrial site and the vast 
marshland, separated only by LA 
Highway 27, provides a clear 
approach to the building layout and 
concept. The project site, sitting in 
between these two environments, 
allowed the building to bridge the 
two sides together. The three 
primary views the client sought after 
were the facility, marsh and the large 
tanks south of the project.
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The building formally and 
functionally stands out against both 
the industrial site and the 
surrounding marshland, giving 
visitors a clear landmark for entry. 
The project site generally consists of 
entry driveway, parking and site 
illumination.

The repetition of structural elements 
and linear form gives the building a 
“covered bridge” appearance, 
emphasizing the conceptual nature 
of the project.
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The form-making approach to the 
building involved an understanding 
of owner-provided adjacencies, site 
contexts such as the nearby marsh 
and industrial areas, and finally, 
prioritized views and sun-exposures.
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The main floor plan is primarily 
divided into three areas: the main 
gallery, the conference room, and 
the back-of-house rooms. The 
eastern portion of the building is 
used for exterior observation. A 
spline splits the main gallery from 
the rest of the building. The layout 
and shape of the plan is directly 
influenced by surrounding site 
contexts.

The upper floor plan consists of the 
upper gallery and upper exterior 
observation deck, for a more 
panoramic view of the industrial site. 
The upper gallery looks over onto 
the main gallery space below.

The ground floor plan (not shown) is 
primarily used for storage and 
consists of an elevator lobby for 
handicap accessibility in lieu of the 
main entry stairs. The building is 
raised on concrete columns for both 
flood prevention measures and 
better site viewing over low-level 
obstacles.

Floor Plan Legend

1.   Entry Vestibule
2.   Lobby
3.   Main Gallery
4.   Rear Gallery
5.   Conference Room
6.   Kitchen
7.   Restrooms
8.   Office
9.   Mechanical Equipment
10. Observation Deck
11. Upper Gallery
12. Upper Observation Deck
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The building entrance provides a 
warm and comforting approach to an 
otherwise very cold and 
industrialized complex, especially for 
the nature-oriented community 
nearby. The entry faces the main 
highway as a public gateway into the 
facility. Formally, the entry stairs and 
lobby forms a central spline that 
delineates the main gallery area 
from the back-of-house areas.
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Entering the building, visitors are 
greeted with a wood accent wall, 
adorned with a company logo. High 
ceilings, warm colors, stone/wood 
materials and clerestories 
emphasizes the lodge-like 
appearance. 
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The main gallery utilizes large 
glazing to maximize both northern-
exposure and panoramic views. The 
museum exhibits showcase various 
elements of the site, in conjunction 
with the views provided, such as the 
marsh. The linear form of the main 
gallery guides visitors from the 
marshes to the industrial site, 
capping off exhibits that reveal what 
occurs in the facility.
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At the end of the main gallery and 
entering the rear gallery, the wood 
accents appear at the ceiling, a 
continuation from the entry lobby. 
The carpet flooring, angled to the 
main gallery, contrasts the porcelain 
tile to bring visitors into the rear 
gallery space. The upper lobby 
overlooks the main gallery, in order 
to create a spacious volume and for 
southern-exposure clerestories to 
enter the main gallery space. 

The wood accents linearly guide 
visitors to the exterior observation 
deck and is juxtaposed with direction 
of the carpet flooring. 
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In the conference room, wood 
accents, warm colors, and a more 
intimate volume emphasizes the 
contrast between the building and 
the industrial site. As a site 
landmark, the large tanks are 
perfectly framed by the glazing 
system, as a backdrop to corporate 
meetings housed in the conference 
room. Because of southern-
exposure, interior automatic shading 
devices are deployed at the glazing 
system.
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The upper gallery space looks over 
onto the main floor gallery, which, 
sectionally, allows for southern 
exposure light from the clerestories 
to reach the main level area. The 
structure of the building is 
emphasized via color and detailing.
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The observation decks provide 
panoramic views of the large 
industrial site.
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The rear of the building, facing the 
industrial site, is dominated by 
observation decks and glazing into 
the conference room and rear gallery 
space.
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