
A295.01
Building Area: (sf)
3,385 SF

Cost per Square Foot: 
$190

Construction Cost
$645,877

Date of Completion:
July 2021

Program Summary:
New Construction small-scale commercial project located in New 
Orleans’ Lakeview neighborhood, consisting of one white box shell 
space and new bakery build-out.

Program Statement:

Situated on a small-scale commercial corridor in the Lakeview 
neighborhood of New Orleans, the client envisioned a neighborhood 
amenity that would be cherished by the community. With limited 
walkable destinations in the nearby area, the clients wanted 
something iconic. The client provided an earlier design by a previous 
architect which presented a useful site plan, with an expression that 
was not as open feeling as he envisioned.

The studio developed an open, inviting atmosphere with large steel 
framed windows, a small intimate entry porch to share between two 
potential tenants, and a white brick facade – more tactile and unique 
than the stucco box counterparts common to new construction in the 
area. A side awning creates outdoor seating space to establish a 
pedestrian friendly zone just off of the busy corridor. A mural with 
“Lakeview” emblazoned on the side was the client’s finishing touch.



A295.02
First Iteration – By Others

An early design by a previous 
Architect established a useful site 
plan with limited parking in the rear,

With a colonnaded façade, and an 
axial neoclassical composition, the 
original proposed design was 
reminiscent of a small town bank 
from the early 20th century.

Second Iteration

The studio was tasked with 
reworking the conceptual design. 
The owner wanted a modern and 
elegant expression for a new 
construction building that would 
serve the needs of the neighborhood 
and stand as part of the expression 
of the growing neighborhood 
commercial corridor of Lakeview, 
New Orleans.

With a classic palette of 
whitewashed  bricks, steel and 
glass, ceramic tile and wood, the 
owner and design team sought to 
create a street presence with a 
composition with materials that are 
elevated from the baseline stucco 
box new construction commercial 
projects in the area. The studio 
sought to design a building that was 
cherished by the community and a 
welcoming experience for local 
families.



A295.03
Project Site
Neighborhood Commercial

The project is located on a portion of 
on the main commercial 
thoroughfares of Lakeview, in New 
Orleans. While adjacent to a very 
nice residential area, this stretch of 
the corridor is underdeveloped for 
pedestrians. The neighborhood is in 
a part of New Orleans that is newer 
and more suburban and residential 
in character than the rest of the city. 
While traditionally more car focused 
than other neighborhoods in the city, 
this development is in keeping with 
the general mood of the residents 
and business owners who have 
been working to improve the 
character and walkability of the area 
with neighborhood oriented 
commercial developments. The 
building is sited directly on the public 
corridor strengthening the permeable 
relationship between pedestrian and 
commercial zones, and by gaining a 
locally beloved French baker as the 
anchor tenant, provides a 
neighborhood amenity.

The interior was conceived to be a 
flexible arrangement for two tenants, 
with shared bathrooms to maximize 
leasable space on a small property. 
A permeable paver system was used 
for the side paving and the rear 
parking lot, of which also 
incorporates a storm water detention 
system below the lot.

The design team was also engaged 
to work with the bakery for the tenant 
fit-out.

Site Plan

Bakery Tenant:
A Piece of France in Louisiana

The new-build tent fit out located in 
the SW unit of the project had a 
vision far beyond traditional 
necessity. The Bakery owner, having 
decades of experience in both 
France and America, imagined a 
space for the heart of the community 
as well as for French pastries. The 
owner’s concept was to open a 
neighborhood bakery similar to what 
he was used to from growing up in 
France.

The design team worked with the 
owner to lay out the bakery 
equipment, which was imported from 
France by way of Canada. 



A295.04
Welcoming Modernity

The client envisioned a light-filled, 
welcoming space that could be 
embraced by the neighborhood. An 
intimate entry porch hugged by white 
brick is centered between two 
potential tenant spaces, separated 
by a common hallway reaching the 
rear parking. 



A295.06
.

The building includes a small 
outdoor dining area on the West side 
of the site, right off of the growing 
corridor.

A side awning with steel moment-
frame, a visual extension of the large 
storefront corner windows, creates 
outdoor seating space. This 
establishes a pedestrian friendly 
zone in the heart of the bustle.



A295.07
A Piece of Serenity

The awning was constructed in 
steel, in coordination with the 
window frames. This allowed for 
uniformity and very thin sightlines on 
the elevations, while also evoking a 
permanent and timeless quality. 

The awning roof was constructed 
with a slot behind the perimeter 
beam for drainage, creating a clean 
appearance without the need for a 
built-up assembly at the fascia. The 
steel framed windows and awning 
were fabricated by the same steel 
shop, allowing full integration of the 
awning support structure into the 
window walls for a refined 
expression. Accoya wood was used 
at the soffit to offer warmth to the 
atmosphere. Accoya was chosen in 
attempt to find a replacement 
exterior grade wood that is both 
sustainable and durable. 



A295.08
Lush Interiors

The design team developed the 
aesthetics of the café and bakery 
space design in collaboration with 
the Bakery’s owner to reflect 
combinatory vision for a Modern 
French experience. 

The design sought to combine 
modern light filled and airy instincts 
with some of the warmth and inviting 
feel of a traditional French Bakery.

Designed green spaces integrated 
into the café’s dining room brought 
the desired French country touches 
to life. The studio designed a custom 
steel plant ledge integrated into the 
steel storefront system.



A295.09
The Neighborhood Bakery

The design team helped design 
custom shelving, benches, and 
counters for the interior build out of 
the bakery. 

The Bakery team sought to create a 
warm experience for their 
customers. While the interiors are 
obviously modern, they are meant to 
respect and evoke the tradition of 
French baking.

A steel plant ledge, integrated with 
the custom steel storefront allows 
the bakery team, who have an avid 
interest in gardening, to create a 
lush greenhouse café effect in the 
main interior seating area.

Graphic tile flooring, hand-selected 
by the owner, warm yellows and 
blues of painted surfaces, in 
combination with the stained wood 
furniture and natural light and 
greenery attempt to create an 
inviting space with ample display 
and merchandising for the various 
baked goods, pastries and juices.



A295.10
Hello Lakeview

As traffic flows along the commercial 
corridor, the Lakeview mural is seen 
on the East side of the building – an 
homage to the bakery’s new 
community. 
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