
A300.01
Building Area: (sf)
72,000 SF

Cost per Square Foot: 
$323.61 / SF

Construction Cost
$23.3 Million

Date of Completion:
2020

Program Summary:
A multi-use building including 900 seat theater, classrooms, 
laboratories, administration, museum, gallery, and archives 
surrounding an exterior plaza and event space. 

Program Statement:
The campus required a new building to fulfill a diverse set of needs. 
This new multi-purpose building includes a state-of-the-art theater, 
the  African American Art Museum, classrooms, and administrative 
offices. The design uses the negative spaces between the diverse 
curricula housed within the facility to carve niches for exterior events. 
Acting as a hub for student activity, this new destination is a 
spectacular addition to the overall student experience. 



A300.02
The structure is one of the first 
buildings to be encountered from this 
approach to campus. The large well-
lit entry invites all visitors and 
students to the campus as well as to 
the culturally significant history and 
artifacts showcased within the 
edifice.



A300.03
The open plaza at the entrance of 
the building creates a useful place 
for casual gatherings and exterior 
events. 

The theater is clad in sleek 
aluminum panels, while the envelop 
of the multi-use portion of the 
building is paneled in terra cotta 
tiles. The two disparate wings of the 
building are united by the vertical 
glass atrium.



A300.04
Physically stacking the diverse 
curricula creates a covered 
gathering space flowing into the 
central courtyard. The solid mass 
atop this void encompasses the 
museum, offices, and administrative 
spaces. 

Clad in terra cotta panels with a 
textured accent, the museum volume 
floats above a base of light-colored 
brick, matching the existing buildings 
throughout campus. 



A300.05
The theater auditorium is placed at 
the public edge, creating a frontage 
for the campus. The administration 
and classroom wing opens to the 
heart of campus, lifting off the 
ground creating covered event and 
gathering spaces. The Dean’s Office 
Suite overlooks the courtyard, with 
several classrooms for various 
programs along the southeast edge. 



A300.06
The plan uses the hinge point 
created by the two alignments 
allowing for the creation of space 
between the diverse curricula. These  
formed spaces act as gathering 
points. 

The second level features the 
museum, as well as archive and 
administrative spaces for the 
Museum Studies and African 
American Studies departments. The 
third level contains offices and 
workspaces for various departments 
in the College of Arts and Sciences. 



A300.07
This 900-seat theater has access 
from multiple levels. The raised 
stage, fly gallery, and multiple line 
sets facilitate numerous levels of 
theatrical performances. Acoustical 
treatments, audio/visual controls  
and a 20’ wide electric projection 
screen allow for multi-media 
presentations.



A300.08
The Theater Lobby Stair provides 
vertical circulation to the upper-level 
lobby and seats, as well as 
expansive views of the campus.



A300.09
An open staircase greats the visitor 
upon entering the atrium. The 
expansive glass wall reaches to the 
ceiling, flooding the interior with 
natural light.



A300.10
The sleek and modern museum 
encompasses approximately 10,000 
square feet of floor space. Specially 
designed lighting, wall hanging 
systems, and cases display the 
university’s African American 
Collection to students and the 
general public.



A300.11
Custom designed architectural glass 
pivot doors within the museum 
control access, while defining exhibit 
spaces within.  Maximum visibility is 
preserved from one space to the 
next.



A300.12
The theater entrance and box office 
sit under a covered canopy on the 
raised concrete plaza. With the 
expanse of glazing, the warmth of 
the interior lighting illuminates the 
plaza in the evening, creating an 
inviting glow to the campus.



A300.13
This building anchors the large curve 
of the main drive, creating an 
impressive focal point for students 
and visitors. Building signage is 
visible from the main drive for both 
pedestrian and vehicular traffic. 
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