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Building Area: (sf)
18,158 SF

Cost per Square Foot: 
$270

Construction Cost
$4,900,000 (not including 
FF&E and DIRTT walls)

Date of Completion:
June 2018

Program Summary:
A new Library for an existing mid-century modern Seminary College 
campus.

Program Statement:

The library is the latest new construction on a Seminary College 
campus in St. Benedict, Louisiana. Founded in 1908, the Seminary 
College recently implemented a new strategic plan which resulted in 
a considerable increase in enrollment and consequential demand for 
updates to the existing housing and academic facilities built in the 
1950s and 1960s. The Seminary College’s campus buildings were 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 2007, citing their 
significance as examples of the clean aesthetic of Mid-Century 
Modern design as well as the Romanesque Abbey church.

Over half a century later, the library skews the Mid-Century 
Modernism of the original campus towards the twenty-first century 
while reinforcing the pillars of their priestly formation program –
Humanity, Intellect, Spirituality, and Pastoral Formation– by means of 
accessibility, landscaping, and a new consideration of communal and 
private space. Three stories tall, the new library serves not only to 
support the legacy of the Seminary College by reiterating mid-
century motifs and framing views outwards to the Abbey church, but 
also to accommodate the library’s burgeoning main collection 
(50,000 volumes) and provide mitigation against catastrophic floods 
which engulfed the campus as recently as 2016.
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The site for the new library was 
conscientiously selected to improve 
accessibility, preserve open spaces, 
and complement the 1960 campus 
master plan.

The existing library had operated for 
over 40 years in a dormitory building; 
the new facility allowed the dormitory 
to revert to its original function and 
support heightened enrollment. 

On the boundary between the 
academic and public programs, the 
library brings privacy back to the 
monastery and seminary by 
assuming the place of the existing 
pool, which was relocated next to the 
gymnasium to condense physical 
activity programming. Pathways link 
a new parking area at the grove on 
the edge of campus to the new 
library as well as the church and gift 
shop.

1960s Campus Plan 
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The library derives many elements 
from the original seminary buildings. 
On the ground floor, a floating effect 
typical to the adjacent mid-century 
modern constructions (pictured 
below) reappears as a continuation 
of the campus’s covered walkways 
to provide social space and a means 
of flood protection.
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Within the building, it was important 
that the design respond to both the 
style and programmatic needs of the 
campus, which focused on 
advancing the Seminary’s Priestly 
Formation Program. Areas for study, 
spiritual direction, and community 
living represent and drive the Four 
Pillars of Priestly Formation listed 
below.

HUMANITY:
A place to connect with fellow 
students and faculty.

INTELLECT:
A place to nurture the exchange of 
knowledge, ideas, and experiences. 

SPIRITUALITY: 
A place to promote transparency 
with God and nature.

and PASTORAL FORMATION:
A place to reinforce education, 
reflection, and prayer in support of 
the Benedictine seminary culture.
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On the ground floor, a covered 
outdoor space centers around a 
circular fountain, a smaller motif 
echoing the courtyard of the 
adjacent building, underscoring a 
natural evolution between the old 
and new.
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Inside, a group of benches under the 
ground floor staircase is referred to 
as “The Nook,” its name inspired by 
a poem written by the library’s 
namesake, a New Orleanian who 
became the first priest ordained in 
Louisiana.

“…The nook! O sacred, deep 

retreat,

Where crowds may ne’er 

intrude;

Where men with God and 

angels meet

In peaceful solitude.

O paradise, where I have flown,

O woody, lovely spot, 

Where I may live and die alone,

Forgetful and Forgot.”
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The second floor is the designated 
quiet zone, housing 40,000 volumes 
of the seminary collection (in 
addition to 12,000 volumes of bound 
serials on the third floor).

The interior, too, is evocative of 
existing campus architecture. 
Exposed steel columns on the 
second and third floors relate to the 
surrounding mid-century 
constructions, which feature 
exposed steel columns on both the 
interior and exterior.
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The second floor stacks encourage 
browsing. The ends and corridors of 
the shelves parallel exterior views of 
the campus and study spaces.

The cantilevered carrels, on both the 
second and third floors, reflect the 
cantilevered porches from the 
existing adjacent buildings, inviting 
individual contemplation and study.

To promote quiet study, this floor is 
predominantly neutral with navy and 
royal blue accents, symbolizing 
intelligence and faith and promoting 
concentration and calmness.  A 
custom cruciform is reiterated 
throughout the library as an 
underlying symbol of the library’s 
priestly program.

Third Floorplan
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The third floor supports the 
exchange of knowledge among 
students and faculty. 

The furniture arrangements serve 
various interactive agendas, 
including casual coffee shop 
configurations, campfire settings with 
high-back lounges, as well as 
individual and large round tables for 
group discussion. All formats feature 
mobile marker boards in addition to 
power, data, and video connections.

The floor is organized around an 
enclosed multi-purpose space that 
functions as a classroom space, 
lecture venue, and conference room.

DIRTT walls allow for reconfiguration 
and reuse in the event of 
programmatic change. While LED 
lighting is used throughout the 
building, T-Bar smart light fixtures 
are used in the classroom, running 
subtly between ceiling panels.
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On this level, the color palette shifts 
to foster collaboration, pairing 
neutrals with deep rust reds and 
similar warm tones to stimulate and 
energize the library-goers. 

Additionally, the height and relative 
openness of the third floor optimizes 
views across campus, providing a 
visual contact with the existing 
buildings and a connection with 
nature. 
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This connectedness was driven by 
the students’ gravitation towards 
windows in the previous library 
facility. This building, therefore, uses 
energy efficient low-e glass at the 
north, south, and east elevations to 
prioritize natural light and maximize 
transparency from the exterior-in 
during the day and the interior-out at 
night.

The north and east façades are 
comprised of curtainwall glass which 
produces a transparency, and 
TAKTL fiberglass-reinforced 
concrete panels, which relate to the 
adjacent buildings’ brick and stucco 
exteriors.
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The south and west faces of the 
library show greater variation on the 
glazed exterior, which physically ties 
the building to the campus. The 
monumental staircase projects from 
within the building onto the future 
“Nook Gardens” and is angled on 
axis to the Abbey Church.

Additionally, the correlation between 
the cantilever carrel projections, 
which face east to view the campus 
lakes, and the existing mid-century 
modern cantilever porches, is explicit 
from this angle.

In the evening, the building lighting 
acts as a beacon for the campus. 
Students often congregate in the 
ambient light cast by the glow of the 
library.
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The success of the new library has 
been proven in the 500% usage 
increase documented from 2017 to 
2018. 

The library has beckoned 
seminarians and campus visitors 
alike to experience humanity, 
intellect, spirituality, and pastoral 
formation.  



Project Name:
Rouquette Library at Saint Joseph Abbey & 
Seminary College

Project Location:
Saint Benedict, Louisiana

Owner/Client:
Saint Joseph Abbey & Seminary College

Architect(s) of Record:
VergesRome Architects, APAC
320 N. Carrollton Avenue, Suite 100
New Orleans, Louisiana 70119

Project Team:
Steven H. Rome, AIA
Bradley Paczak, AIA
Richard W. Fenner, AIA
Scott Andrews, Associate AIA
Corey Brizzolara, Associate AIA, LEED AP BD+C
Haley Lewis-Brizzolara, IIDA, LEED GA
Vicki Cusimano
Harold Montreuil, Jr., AIC
MargAnn Turnipseed, LEED AP BD+C

Landscape Architect:
Reed Hilderbrand, LLC

Consultants:
Morphy Makofsky, Inc. 
Structural Engineer

Quinn Evans Architects
Library Consultants

Assaf, Simoneaux, Tauzin & Associates, Inc.
Mechanical & Electrical Engineers

General Contractor:
Voelkel McWilliams, LLC
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