
A35.01Program Summary:
A history museum in the city’s historic center comprised of a restored 
1816 courtyard house and an equally sized, purpose-built exhibition 
wing. 

Program Statement:
New Orleans’s premier historic research institution commissioned 
the firm to restore and expand an important site into a history 
museum and galleries. Located in the heart of New Orleans’s historic 
center, the museum is the largest built work of contemporary 
architecture in the Vieux Carré and the first to be LEED certified. Its 
site is comprised of a restored 1816 house with a historic courtyard, 
a newly built contemporary wing in the heart of the block, and two 
parking warehouses on the back of the property that accommodate 
emergency egress and other back-of-house functions. The 
restoration is home to a permanent French Quarter history exhibit, 
welcome center, gift shop, café, and offices, while the addition 
comprises multiple generous galleries that play host to rotating large 
format art and history exhibits. 

Respect for the historic fabric, bolstered by the client’s commitment 
to conservation, informed all aspects of design. Antique pine, lime 
plaster finishes, and Massachusetts granite were all reappropriated 
from the existing building into the new. The contemporary wing 
received a double-layered facade to match existing eave heights. 
And in the courtyard, a long-concealed well was returned to 
prominence with a walkable glass cover, a reminder today of the 
city’s high water table and connection to the Mississippi River.

Building Area: (sf)
37,180 sf

Cost per Square Foot: 
$850/sf

Construction Cost
$31.6 million

Date of Completion:
April 2019
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What does it mean to build in the 
Vieux Carré? 

New Orleans’ French Quarter—the 
first designated historic district in the 
United States—is a three-century-old 
palimpsest of constant revision, still 
vibrant and alive. Timelessness here 
is not a quality but a conversation 
between the old and future old, a 
dialogue between elemental 
materials and the marks of climate 
and time. The Gulf South’s premier 
historical research institution 
commissioned the firm to help bring 
to life a vision for its expanded role 
in the local community and beyond.

In a time of environmental and 
cultural change, the new building 
stands to help define, and redefine, 
our region’s history and values for 
generations of future inhabitants.
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Map of the French Quarter, 1828

This historic plan shows the early 
development of the New Orleans 
French Quarter and surrounding 
districts, illustrating the city’s identity 
on the Mississippi River, its 
connection to the world.

Historic Royal St. Facade, circa 
1895

The building’s story begins in 1816 
when wine importer and noted 
furniture craftsman Francois 
Seignouret came to New Orleans 
and constructed a Creole style porte-
cochere house on Royal Street, 
where he stored wines imported 
from his native Bordeaux. The 
property changed hands many 
times; in 1870, it was occupied by 
another wine importer, Pierre 
Brulatour. In 1918, philanthropist and 
preservation pioneer William Ratcliff 
Irby acquired the house and began 
restoration. Irby died before 
completion but allowed the Arts and 
Crafts Club to use the property, 
which throughout the 1920s and ‘30s 
helped make its courtyard one of the 
most painted and photographed in 
the Quarter. In 1949 the site became 
home to the city’s first television 
station, WDSU, which built a studio 
at the rear of the property and 
conducted interviews in the historic 
courtyard. 

View from Royal Street toward 
New Orleans Central Business 
District

The project exists amid the 
juxtaposition of 18th and 21st 
century contexts.
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Site Axonometric 

The new exhibition wing unifies the 
adjacent centuries-old historic 
structures and enables the museum 
campus to operate as a Class A 
museum facility.

Longitudinal Section 

Constructed in the heart of the block, 
the new exhibition wing is hidden 
from view at the street. Entering the 
site through the carriageway at 
Royal Street allows for the 
unexpected discovery of a twenty-
first-century work of architecture in 
the heart of the French Quarter.
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Floor Plans, Museum Campus

The new exhibition wing is treated as 
a clear insertion into the core of the 
French Quarter block. In order to 
meet the strict demands of museum 
operations and security, a “building-
within-a-building” approach was 
used to achieve a secure and 
climate controlled environment 
between the Tricentennial Wing and 
its adjacent buildings. Existing 
structures were completely 
renovated as exhibition spaces and 
some rooms were restored to period-
correct details and finishes.



A35.06
Royal St. Facade, with restored 
granite columns & lintels, 
reconstructed cornice and 
shopfronts, and historic plaster 
pigment finish.

Restoring the Carriageway

An iconic feature of New Orleans 
Creole Townhouses, the 
carriageway was historically used as 
both a commercial and residential 
outdoor link from street to private 
courtyard. The generously 
proportioned space was restored 
and now serves as the principal 
entrance to the museum. This 
entrance offers unencumbered 
access to the historic courtyard, free 
and open to the public.

Historic Integral Lime Plaster 
Color

Paint analysis was used to date 
specific building elements relative to 
each other, taken down to the brick 
to analyze the full surface finish 
history. An original portion of exterior 
stucco dating to 1816, protected 
from the elements for nearly 200 
years behind an 1822 service wing 
addition, was used to identify and 
match the restored plaster finish.

In service of the client’s mission, 
local tradesmen were trained to 
revive the application of natural 
hydraulic lime plaster that, though 
closer to historical precedent and 
more compatible with the underlying 
brick, had been eclipsed in the last 
century by harder Portland cement.
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A Courtyard Renewed

The new gallery wing represents an 
unprecedented infusion of twenty-
first-century architecture within this 
historic district, and serves as a 
commitment to the continuity of 
building anew in the French Quarter. 

Energy & Sustainability

Despite the efficiencies inherent to 
adaptive reuse, attaining LEED 
Silver certification for a building 
dating to 1816 presented many 
challenges. Though the attic could 
receive insulation, the existing solid 
brick walls and single-glazed wood 
windows were obstacles to an 
energy-efficient envelope. Historic 
district regulations governed all 
exposed facades—including the 
roof—and ruled out solar and wind 
power generation. Energy efficiency 
opportunities were therefore realized 
largely in the new portions of 
building where perimeter walls could 
accommodate continuous insulation. 
New glazing was minimized and, to 
the extent possible, positioned to be 
north-facing or shaded within the 
courtyard, both to limit solar heat 
gain and to reduce direct sunlight on 
exhibits. Chilled and heating hot 
water systems were centralized at 
the new building, serving large air 
handlers where feasible and smaller 
fan coil units at historical spaces 
where preservation of original 
volumes was critical. The resulting 
project is one of the oldest LEED 
buildings in the country and the first 
to be certified in the French Quarter 
historical district.
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The Courtyard Gallery

The new Third Floor Galleries offer 
ample exhibition space, with 
abundant diffuse daylighting 
introduced through the roof monitors 
in the rear gallery and a single 
continuous clerestory in the front 
gallery. Notably, the front gallery 
offers guests an uninterrupted view 
of the historic courtyard between the 
curtainwall enclosure and exposed 
concrete bearing wall. A sculpted 
wood soffit of clear pine boards 
creates a dramatic ceiling in the 
exhibition hall and pays homage to 
the history of craft in New Orleans 
architecture.

Sensitivity to Scale and Context

The new wing shares proportions 
with the historic building fabric at the 
facades of both the Seignouret-
Brulatour House and the Toulouse 
Street Wing. The cast in place 
viewing platform at the Courtyard 
Gallery echoes the balcony 
experience of the historic buildings 
and provides a vantage to view the 
historic structures as an exhibit in 
themselves. Additionally, care was 
taken to meet the varying elevations 
and floor heights of the multiple 
structures, providing a unified, 
equitable and universally accessible 
experience to all visitors and 
museum staff.
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Third Floor Gallery (Rear)

Housed in the heart of the block, the 
double-height gallery is bound by 
buildings on all sides but enjoys 
diffuse northeast top-light through 
five sawtooth clerestories

Ground Floor Gallery

The new Ground Floor Gallery is 
comprised of a double height 
exhibition hall. The relatively low 
ceiling at the second floor is a result 
of matching the height of the 
entresol floor at the Seignouret-
Brulatour House and the floor 
heights of the adjacent historic 
service wings.
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Gallery Spaces in the restored 
creole townhouse

Exhibition spaces prioritize daylight 
throughout the building, including at 
third floor skylights restored based 
on Sanborn map analysis and 
retrofitted for fine tuned gallery light 
control. The permanent French 
Quarter exhibit features artifacts 
excavated on site.
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Vertical Circulation

A monumental open stair is the 
central means of vertical circulation 
at the new Tricentennial Wing. In a 
nod to the craft and history of the 
historic buildings on site, salvaged 
pine, local to the region, was used 
for the stair treads and landings. 
Horizontal sliding fire-door 
assemblies are concealed at the 
wide span between the stair and 
gallery spaces to achieve this 
unencumbered sense of circulation 
and space.

Main Stair Restoration

The historic main stair attests to the 
skilled craftsmanship and availability 
of enduring building materials 
abundant in early New Orleans. 
Each tread and riser is composed of 
a solid piece of cypress, stacked on 
top of the preceding step. This rare 
surviving example of early 19th-
century construction is more akin to 
masonry construction than typical 
timber joinery. 

This stair, originally open to the 
carriageway at the ground floor, 
contrasts to the American-style 
Townhouse, which assumed 
dominance in New Orleans soon 
after the construction of this property 
in 1816. In American style 
townhouses, the stair was given a 
less utilitarian role and was assigned 
greater social prominence, usually 
placed in the front entrance hall of 
the house and always located 
indoors.
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Groundwater as a Teaching Tool

The groundwater levels in New 
Orleans fluctuate with the level of the 
Mississippi River. During 
construction, an existing well was 
uncovered in the courtyard and 
historic artifacts were unearthed and 
documented. They are now 
preserved and displayed in the 
museum. A viewing platform was 
designed and installed to allow for 
an experience to view the historic 
well, as well as serve as a point of 
teaching and learning about New 
Orleans’s unique relationship, 
opportunities, and challenges with 
water.

Upslope Location, Downslope 
Responsibility

Despite the project’s position on 
relatively high ground in the French 
Quarter, poorly managed stormwater 
in historic neighborhoods on the 
city’s natural levees can cause 
flooding in neighborhoods 
downslope. Two cisterns store 
17,000 gallons of stormwater runoff 
onsite, satisfying the City’s new 
stormwater regulation on a 
challenging site and relieving 
pressure on city stormwater systems 
during the peak of a rain event.
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“By preserving old architecture in a 
manner that causes more French 
Quarter visitors to care about the 
history of the place while at the 
same time drawing attention to the 
environmental threats and solutions 
of that place, we are creating a 
message to impact not only New 
Orleans and its residents, but to 
resonate with visitors from all over 
the world. In this way, our ambition is 
to serve as a world-epicenter for 
historic and cultural preservation in 
the heart of the French Quarter. 
Thanks to our new exhibition center 
and its thoughtfully conceived and 
painstakingly executed plan, we 
believe we will succeed.”

President & CEO of the client 
organization



A35.x
Credit Slide

This slide will not be seen 
by the judges.  It replaces 
what in past years has 
been in the sealed 
envelope.

Please fill out the 
information requested to 
the left.  As with other 
slides please set the 
correct Entry Number 
above; OK to leave slide# 
as “x”

Some of this information 
will be added to the slides 
when used for the Awards 
Presentation at the AIA 
Louisiana Convention.

Note: on this slide if you 
run out of space please 
adjust font size as 
necessary or move more 
information to the second 
column.

Please submit 2 Power 
Point Submissions on CD  
as indicated on the 
instructions sent to you with 
your entry number (one 
w/credit slide and one 
without).

Project Name:
The Historic New Orleans Collection
Seignouret-Brulatour House and 
Tricentennial Wing

Project Location:
New Orleans, LA

Owner/Client:
The Historic New Orleans Collection

Architect(s) of Record:
Waggonner & Ball Architecture/Environment
2200 Prytania Street
New Orleans, LA 70130

Project Team:
J. David Waggonner III, Principal
F. Macnaughton Ball, Jr., Principal
Dennis Horchoff
Brian Swanner
Sarah Weinkauf
Charles Sterkx
Steve Scollo
Emily Hayden Palumbo
Jiayi Hong
Kate Peaden
Donald del Cid
Kenner Carmody
Jerry Blanchard

Consultants:
Schrenk, Endom, & Flanagan Consulting 
Engineers, Inc.
TLC Engineering for Architecture
Tillotson Design Associates Lighting
Edward Dugger + Associates, P.A. Acoustics

General Contractor:
Bywater Woodworks, Inc.

Photographers:

© Jeff Goldberg/Esto: slides 2, 3, 6 (bottom), 
7, 8, 9 (top and bottom left), 10, 11 (left), 12, 
and 13

© Will Crocker: slides 6 (top), 9 (bottom 
right), and 11 (right)

All drawings by Waggonner & Ball
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