
A-60.01
Building Area: (sf)
5,000 sf

Cost per Square Foot: 
Withheld at Owner’s 
Request

Construction Cost
Withheld at Owner’s 
Request

Date of Completion:
May 2019

Program Summary:
A new gallery building set within and informed by the features of an 
expanded sculpture garden site.

Program Statement:
A new gallery pavilion for indoor sculpture sits within a six-acre 
expansion of a southern art museum's sculpture garden. The 
architects for the new building and the landscape architects for the 
garden expansion shared the desire that the pavilion have minimal 
visual impact on the site so that the experience of viewing sculpture 
remained paramount. To achieve this, the architects concealed forty 
percent of the pavilion's program—in this case, service spaces—
behind a tall curving wall that roughly conforms to the site's 
perimeter. Consequently, from within the garden the stainless-clad 
sculpture gallery reads as a pure elliptical form in front of a tall 
garden wall. One enters the new building through a courtyard framed 
by the elliptical gallery, a mature live oak tree, and artist Teresita 
Fernandez's site-specific mosaic mural that embellishes the southern 
section of the curved wall. A covered terrace off the gallery's broad 
side affords elevated and expansive views across the lagoon to 
sculptures set throughout the new garden. Two bioswales filter and 
divert stormwater away from the City's fragile storm drainage system 
and into the park's lagoon. The gallery's elliptical shape encourages 
movement around sculptures and allows them to be viewed against 
a near-seamless backdrop. Eighteen-foot ceilings enable future 
installation of tall sculptures. Continuous perimeter skylights—also 
employed in the public restrooms and service spaces—light the 
curved walls, balance daylight that enters through the large expanse 
of glazing and reduce the need for artificial lighting.
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A-60.02

EXTERIOR VIEW AT TWILIGHT

View of the pavilion’s northwest 
façade from across the lagoon. 
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CONTEXT PLAN

1 Sculpture Pavilion
2 Lagoon
3 Sculpture Garden Expansion
4 Original Sculpture Garden
5 Museum Building
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SITE PLAN

1 Sculpture Pavilion
2 Entry Courtyard
3 Garden Wall
4 Lagoon
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FLOOR PLAN

1 Entry Courtyard
2 Lobby
3 Exhibit Space
4 Covered Terrace
5 Receiving
6 Mechanical
7 Service
8 Electrical
9 Equipment Yard
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A-60.06

VIEWS FROM PAVILION

From withing the building, the 
majority of the garden and lagoon 
are visible through the expanse of 
glass at the elevated terrace.

PERCEPTION WITHIN SITE

From within the garden, the building 
is perceived as an elliptical pavilion 
in front of a curved “perimeter” wall, 
when actually forty percent of the 
building’s program/massing is 
concealed. 



A-60.07

STORMWATER

Two bioswales filter and divert 
stormwater away from the City’s 
fragile storm drainage system and 
into the park’s lagoon.

DAYLIGHTING

Continuous skylights around the 
perimeter of the exhibit space 
provide diffused natural light, 
reducing the need for artificial 
lighting and evenly washing the 
elliptical walls. Skylights are also 
provided in the restrooms and 
service wing for daylighting. 
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AERIAL VIEW

This aerial view illustrates the design 
approach, featuring the elliptical 
pavilion by masking its service 
spaces behind a curving garden 
wall. The main museum building is to 
the left. 



A-60.09

EXTERIOR VIEW

View from the southern approach to 
the sculpture pavilion with its 
covered terrace and entry courtyard. 
The curved garden wall is 
embellished by artist Teresita 
Fernandez’s site-specific mosaic tile 
mural. 



A-60.10

ENTRY VIEW

View of the Entry Courtyard framed 
by the elliptical pavilion, curving 
garden wall and mature live oak tree. 
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EXTERIOR VIEW

View of the pavilion’s west façade 
reflecting the setting sun with the 
curving garden wall beyond.
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INTERIOR VIEW

View looking towards the south end 
of the pavilion. Sculptures by Maya 
Lin, Nick Cave, and John 
Chamberlain. 

INTERIOR VIEW

View looking out to the covered 
terrace and sculpture garden.



A-60.13

EXTERIOR CLADDING

The pavilion is clad in a perforated 
stainless steel skin that reflects the 
surrounding landscape and shifts 
from transparent to opaque, blending 
with the surrounding garden. 

The brick wall of the service wing 
curves to conform to the existing 
street, visually minimizing the overall 
length of the wall. The brick pattern 
is suggestive of the Spanish moss 
on the site’s mature live oaks. A 
vibrant interplay of light and shadow 
creates a dynamic effect, giving 
texture to an otherwise utilitarian 
wall. 



Project Name:
Sculpture Garden Pavilion

Project Location:
New Orleans, Louisiana

Owner/Client:
Sydney and Walda Besthoff Sculpture 
Garden at the New Orleans Museum of Art

Architect(s) of Record:
(names and addresses)
Lee Ledbetter & Associates
1055 St. Charles Avenue, Suite 320
New Orleans, LA  70130

Project Team:
Lee H. Ledbetter
M. Chris Loudon
Tarra Cotterman
Amy Petersen
Sara Harper

Landscape Architect:
Reed Hilderbrand, Cambridge, MA

Consultants:
Ed Stanley Engineers (Structural)
Altieri Sebor Weiber (MEP)
Sherwood Design Engineers (Civil)
LAM Partners (Lighting/Daylighting)

General Contractor:
Palmisano

A-60.x
Credit Slide

This slide will not be seen 
by the judges.  It replaces 
what in past years has 
been in the sealed 
envelope.

Please fill out the 
information requested to 
the left.  As with other 
slides please set the 
correct Entry Number 
above; OK to leave slide# 
as “x”

Some of this information 
will be added to the slides 
when used for the Awards 
Presentation at the AIA 
Louisiana Convention.

Note: on this slide if you 
run out of space please 
adjust font size as 
necessary or move more 
information to the second 
column.

Please submit 2 Power 
Point Submissions on CD  
as indicated on the 
instructions sent to you with 
your entry number (one 
w/credit slide and one 
without).

Photographer(s):
(please list which specific slides get credited to each 
photographer(s) listed). 
Richard Sexton – slides 2, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13
Reed Hilderbrand – slide 8
515 Photography – slide 13 (upper left)
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