
A65.01
Building Area: (sf)
17,000 sf new
12,400 sf renovations

Cost per Square Foot: 
$279 / sf

Construction Cost
$8,200,000

Date of Completion:
April 2016

Program Summary:
A new master plan and science and technology center with a central 
organizing atrium gives focus to the school’s 1960s-era campus.

Program Statement:
This historic educational institution is known for its STREAM™ 
program (Science, Technology, Religion, Engineering, Art, and Math) 
and needed a new science and technology building.  A previous 
master plan located the building on the outside edge of the campus –
and split the functions between two floors.  The new master plan 
reorganized the existing linear classroom building, which is one city 
block long with a second level “square loop” that consolidated the 
science department functions on one level.  A new atrium space at 
the center of the structure gives focus to the main entrance of the 
school and the rear quadrangle.  The atrium focuses on the new 
innovation lab and technology center while creating commons 
spaces for student breakouts and collaboration.

The design goal was to respect the modernist design of the original 
1965 buildings, while creating a contemporary learning environment 
for the academic community.



A65.02
Exterior Studies

The new structure rises over the 
existing campus with a sloped 
sheltering roof that allows a 
clerestory space to filter light into the 
classrooms and commons spaces 
below. 

The science department is shaped 
as a solid volume resting on a darker 
brick base.  Clean crisp detailing of 
metal panels and glass uses the 
same materials as the 1965 
modernist wing, but in a 
contemporary way.



A65.03
Site Plan Development

After reviewing the master plan for 
the campus, the design team 
convened a charrette of school 
stakeholders to review the 
recommended location of a second 
story science and technology wing at 
the end of the block long school 
building.  The discussion of travel 
distances for students between 
classes and the split location of 
science classes resulted in an 
alternate scheme – the “square 
loop”, which consolidated all of the 
science classes together above a 
centrally located technology center, 
and created a new atrium element to 
connect the floors of the school and 
create a student commons space as 
well.

This concept also allowed the 
connection to classrooms in an 
adjacent building that had only been 
accessible by stairs before.  These 
rooms became new robotics labs.

Existing Campus Discarded Master Plan

Revised Master Plan Square Loop Concept



A65.04
Floor Plans

The floor plans show how the new 
wing creates a “square loop” on the 
second level and connects the new 
building to an existing building that 
was not accessible before this 
project (the new robotics labs).

The Adoration Chapel and 
Technology Center on Level 1 front 
on the main spine that connects the 
original school entry to the rear 
quadrangle of the campus.  The new 
communicating stair connects the 
campus floors together without 
relying on fire stairs alone as had 
been the previous method of travel 
before this project. 

The “angle” of the new building 
aligns with the angle of the adjoining 
campus buildings.



A65.05
View from Exterior Quadrangle

The new Science and Technology 
Complex connects several buildings 
together through a central atrium 
space and focuses on the center of 
the existing building. 

A second level balcony allows 
convocations to be addressed from 
the building.

The tower structure replicates the 
tower from the School’s original 
campus on St. Charles Avenue that 
was supposed to be part of the 
original 1965 building design, and 
something that the school wanted to 
finally add to their campus.   It also 
marks the Adoration Chapel at the 
center of this religious institution.

The large “V” structures subtly 
recognizes the school seal‘s 
“Veritas” wording.



A65.06
Exterior Views

The exterior materials of the new 
building include brick and metal 
panels with glass curtainwall inserts.



A65.07
Interior Atrium Space

The new central atrium space 
connects the two floors of the main 
building with a new communicating 
stair and concourse between the 
main front entrance of the school 
and the central quadrangle.

Access to the new Technology 
Center and the Adoration Chapel is 
off this collaborative space as well. 



A65.08
Interior Atrium Space

The new central atrium space 
connects the two floors of the main 
building with a new communicating 
stair and concourse between the 
main front entrance of the school 
and the central quadrangle.

Access to the new Technology 
Center and the Adoration Chapel is 
off of this collaborative space as 
well. 



A65.09
Interior Views

The Adoration Chapel is located on 
the central atrium and has glass 
“totems” recognizing donors to the 
building program. 



A65.10
Technology Center Views

The Technology Center is located on 
the ground level of the new 
structure, and engages students with 
a major collaborative space off of the 
main spine and atrium connecting 
the school’s academic spaces. 

The center has informal and formal 
breakout spaces with a “tech desk” 
to assist students with needs for 
innovative projects.



A65.11
Interior Court View

The square loop of the science 
department classrooms on the 
second level creates an interior court 
with a covered gallery and views of a 
large garden that filters rainwater. 

The new communicating stair that 
connects the two levels of the school 
(previously the only connection was 
through fire stairs) also focuses on 
this courtyard and garden.



A65.12
Atrium View and Collaboration 
Spaces

The second level of the atrium wraps 
around the opening between floors 
and has work counters for student 
use between classes and at breaks, 
and a major seminar space 
(“Disputatio”) for informal 
discussions and symposia.  

The sculpture on the wall is from a 
1971 science building on the uptown 
campus on this religious 
denomination's college, which was 
repurposed into a law school years 
later.  The sculpture was saved and 
relocated to the atrium space as a 
reminder of the school’s long 
heritage in New Orleans.



A65.13
Classrooms and Labs

Science labs and classrooms are 
brightly lit by clerestories and indirect 
lighting, with flexible furnishings to 
allow quick changes of seating 
layouts and collaborative groups. 
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