
A-85.01
Building Area: (sf)
115,560
Cost per Square Foot: 
$519

Construction Cost
$60,000,000

Date of Completion:
January 19, 2022

Program Summary:

Inspired by the community, a new airport resonates a sense of place 
tied to the history and culture of the region.  

Program Statement:

Lafayette, Louisiana has seen an influx of over 500,000 people fly 
through the city each year with a forty percent increase of travelers 
projected over the next ten years.  

The Lafayette Airport Commission identified a need for a new 
passenger terminal in order to meet the needs of the community, to 
continue serving as an economic engine for the region, and to 
address safety issues from the existing terminal-airfield configuration.

Conceptual designs were presented to the public.  The eventual 
concept selected was “Journey”.  The Journey concept expressed 
context in the sense of a historical journey, informed by the place and 
diverse background of people who settled the area and wrote down 
their story in music, poetry, and arts. The airport is a reflection of the 
community’s rich culture and offers a first and last impression to 
travelers arriving in Lafayette.  



A-85.02
The building’s connection to the site 
creates a pleasant experience for 
the arriving and departing 
passengers while providing for 
efficient operations behind the 
scenes.  

A compartmentalized plan allows 
spaces to be organized in a manner 
that provides a balance between 
security, efficiency and functionality 
while allowing ease in adding to the 
building by way of future expansions.



A-85.03
Lafayette and the surrounding region 
are rooted in history and tradition 
reflecting in the richness of the 
culture.  

The intent was for the terminal 
building to build on this heritage. 

The architectural design team 
undertook an effort to understand 
the uniqueness of Lafayette and the 
surrounding areas.  Cultural 
elements that rose to the top include 
the food, music, nature, history of 
the people who settled the area, 
sense of fun, and the significance of 
family and friends.  



A-85.04
The entrance canopy not only 
provides protection from the 
elements, but also serves as a 
sculptural element that helps define 
the look and feel of the terminal as 
travelers approach the building. 

The design of the entrance canopy 
draws inspiration from flight, both 
natural and man-made. 



A-85.05
The colors and geometry of the 
Acadian flag are reflected in the 
design of the entrance canopy.

The “stained glass” affect of the 
skylite becomes 4 dimensional as 
cast patterns dance across the 
building to the movements of the 
sun.

Long known as the symbol of safety, 
strength, and resilience, the great 
Live Oak trees of the region 
informed the design of the canopy 
columns.

The foremost canopy column gives 
the greatest expression of the 
strength and cantilever of the Live 
Oak. 



A-85.06
The curvilinear concourse provides 
expansive views of the airfield.  

The roof overhang, utilization of a 
light shelf and low-e glazing limit the 
amounts of solar gain and glare at 
the concourse curtain walls.  The 
central rotunda utilizes 
electrochromic glass for solar 
control. 

Tensile roof structures are used to 
shade the rental car parking lot.



A-85.07
The main lobby accommodates both 
arrivals and departures as people 
enter and exit the building, 
connecting them to the ticketing and 
baggage claim functions of the first 
floor space.  The main lobby forms 
the large volume of the entry façade, 
with its main purpose being to 
accommodate circulation and 
wayfinding for passengers.  

The terrazzo patterns reflect the 
paths of the diaspora / deportation of 
the Acadians who settled the region.  
The terrazzo patterns are seen 
throughout the public areas of the 
terminal. 

Perforated metal ceilings provide 
acoustic material to mitigate excess 
noise and house the lighting, fire 
sprinkler systems, and public 
announcement speakers needed for 
the space.  

The lighting, with random lengths 
and rhythm, represents travel 
through space.



A-85.08
Perforated metal ceilings provide 
acoustical control in the 
Commissioner Conference Room.  
The geometry of the ceilings from 
the main main lobby area are carried 
through into the conference room.

An open second floor mezzanine 
serves as a link between the non-
secure and secure areas.  
Passengers go through this area to 
get to the security screening 
checkpoint.  Chairs and concessions 
are in this space for those waiting to 
greet arriving passengers. 

Wooden ceiling features incorporate 
an inverted “V” reflecting the 
geometry of flight.



A-85.09
The security screening checkpoint is 
at the second level of the building.  
The security screening checkpoint is 
divided into a passenger screening 
area and an arriving passenger exit 
corridor.  A 70’ long by 11’ tall 
translucent glass wall divides the 
screening area from the arrivals exit 
corridor.   A representative image of 
a local waterway is incorporated in 
the translucent glass to help create a 
more calming environment in the 
security checkpoint.   



A-85.10
As passengers leave the security 
screening checkpoint, they enter the 
central concessions rotunda.  

The rotunda is the heart of the 
terminal and is a place for elements 
that represent the culture of the 
Lafayette region: food, music, history 
and gathering of family and friends.  

All passengers arriving and 
departing the terminal pass through 
the rotunda.  A large, 
electrochromatic glazed curtainwall 
gives expansive views of the airfield.  

Cajun musical instruments inspired 
the geometry and cable supports in 
the roof structure.  The rotunda was 
designed to implement a small 
movable stage for live musical 
performances.



A-85.11
The departures concourse extends 
out on either side of the central 
rotunda and contains the departure 
lounges for each gate.  

Terrazzo patterns continue along the 
circulation path.  

Seating areas are carpeted with 
acoustical ceilings above to help 
minimize noise.  

A variety of furniture options 
accommodate travelers looking to 
work, charge devices, or relax.

Each gate has a portal housing the 
door that provides access to each 
passenger boarding bridge.  



A-85.12
A custom back-lit mural of an 
aeronautical map of the region is 
used to greet travelers as they enter 
and depart the terminal.
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