
A95.01
Building Area: (sf)
15,169 SF

Cost per Square Foot: 
$295

Construction Cost
$4,482,994.00

Date of Completion:
June 2019

Program Summary:
Facility was designed to accommodate specialized training for 
nursing, welding, advanced manufacturing, information technology, 
and electrical systems. Also included are administrative, faculty, and 
support spaces.

Program Statement:
This new facility was designed to accommodate specialized training 
for nursing, welding, advanced manufacturing, information 
technology, and electrical systems. Also included are administrative, 
faculty, and support spaces. The design parti separates the building 
into two distinct areas with a covered breezeway commons.  This 
allows less-clean areas, like welding & advanced manufacturing, to 
be separated from cleaner spaces, such as administration, IT & 
nursing classrooms. All of these spaces are envisioned to support 
the College's Workforce Training Center mission. The site is adjacent 
to a neighboring University's Literacy and Technology Center and 
operates in conjunction with this institution by sharing classrooms for 
general education space. The design is inspired by the 
administration's desire for a contemporary image representing the 
forward-thinking of the College. This new campus also houses 
offices for the Parish's Economic Development Office, which has a 
separate entrance but is internally connected. The relationship 
between the Economic Development office and the Community 
College creates a synergy between workforce training development 
and the identification of future needs for the community and industry.



A95.02
The entry shines like a beacon for 
the small-town community.  
Interlocking folded planes sculpt the 
massing of the main entrance and 
breezeway.



A95.03
The site allocated for the project was 
ample and allowed room for 
expansion, a requirement for the site 
design. Furthermore, it is expected 
that the siting of the community 
college will stimulate the growth of 
new retail commercial offering 
services to students.  The retention 
pond distributes run-off, and it 
provided the necessary fill for the 
raised building pad.  A sidewalk 
leading south provides a connection 
to the adjacent university's Literacy 
& Technology Center for core 
curriculum classes.



A95.04
The floor plan parti is segmented 
into two distinct areas divided by the 
open-air breezeway. The larger, 
north, main building section contains 
administrative and clinical teaching 
spaces for nursing.  A suite for the 
Parish Economic Development office 
is situated in the far north-west 
corner.  It has its own secondary 
identity and entrance.  The main 
entry for the college is at the 
breezeway.  The smaller, south, lab 
building section contains the 
industrial teaching spaces for 
welding and advanced 
manufacturing.



A95.05
As seen from the highway, various 
aspects of the building program are 
assembled and woven together 
through an interplay of massing 
strategies.  Folded planes of 
standing seam metal wrap the 
“clinically clean” functions while split 
face concrete block volumes enclose 
the “industrially dirty” spaces. 

The large, covered entry greets 
students and visitors and offers a 
place for interaction and 
collaboration while providing shade 
and protection from the elements.  
Large expanses of glass with mixed-
in colored panes are strategically 
placed to serve and display essential 
functions within. 



A95.06
Within the breezeway, glazing 
between public spaces and 
educational areas allows visitors to 
observe the on-going learning 
activities.  This generates curiosity, 
insight, and energy within the 
learning process. 

Although waiting for future 
landscape enhancements, the 
sidewalk leading south-eastward 
serves to connect the community 
college to the local university’s 
adjacent satellite campus for literacy 
and technology. 



A95.07
While serving a physical break in the 
program, the breezeway creates a 
shared space where students from 
various disciplines can interact and 
share ideas. 



A95.08
The lobby space, accessed from the 
breezeway, is a high-volume space 
containing soft seating.  This space 
serves as a student “hang-out” 
space as well as the visitor greeter 
and information desk. It can also 
serve as a small assembly space for 
community gatherings.



A95.09
The “clinically clean” teaching 
spaces include large seminar rooms 
and computer labs, as well as high 
fidelity and low fidelity nursing 
simulation spaces.



A95.10
Welding shops embrace the 
industrial aesthetic with epoxy 
coated floors, painted exposed 
structure, and stainless-steel 
ventilation ducts.  The shop has 
access to an exterior, covered work 
area for cutting and grinding.



A95.11
The advanced manufacturing space, 
adjacent to welding, is a flexible 
maker-space containing numerous 
power drops on retractable hose 
reels for maximum flexibility. 



A95.12
To raise the building pad to the base 
flood elevation required by the 
FEMA flood maps, 7,000 cubic yards 
of dirt were available and taken from 
the adjacent site. This created a 1-
acre retention pond that has been 
stocked with fish for recreational 
fishing for use by the community.
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