
A95.01
Building Area: (sf)
32,660 sf

Cost per Square Foot: 
$287.81

Construction Cost
$9,400,000

Date of Completion:
June 2021

Program Summary:
New community college technology center that includes academic 
classrooms, CAD Labs, Instrument and Technology Labs, Chemistry 
Labs and Biology Labs, Faculty Offices, and various types of 
meeting spaces.

Program Statement:
To meet the workforce needs, a community college with a campus in 
Algiers allocated funds for a new laboratory and classroom building. 
The site was donated by the Algiers Development District of the City 
of New Orleans and is located at the entrance to the Federal City 
Development which is the abandoned US Naval Station. The satellite 
campus is across the street at the edge of Federal City. An existing 
structure, swimming pool, parking, and several live oak trees had to 
be addressed in the site design. The building program includes the 
main lobby, student collaboration spaces, administrative and faculty 
offices, classrooms, chemistry, biology, instrument and technology, 
and computer laboratories. A large multipurpose room and a 
conference room were also programmed. Other support spaces and 
numerous fume hoods were incorporated into the design. 
Key design elements were: 
• Façade faces main Federal City vehicular entry. 
• Connectivity to campus at the southeast corner of the site. 
• Large live oak at the only buildable area of the site. 
• Existing roadway and parking must remain. 
• Multiple fume hoods on roof.
• Design should address continuity to existing campus architecture. 
• Design should express the stem program housed within.
• Relatively modest construction budget.



A95.02
This dusk view is seen from the 
student pedestrian access from 
campus to the main entry. The 
south-facing perforated, corrugated 
scrim screens the lobby curtain wall 
and houses the college name in bold 
oversized letters. The bright-colored, 
playful columns add interest to be 
entry plaza and are a part of the 
"STEM expression" of the 
architecture. The live oak tree's 
presence shapes the south facade.



A95.03
The site plan shows the south entry 
road into Federal City, the southeast 
student access to the campus, live 
oak trees, the existing road, and on-
site parking. The "L"-shaped plan 
minimizes site usage to the east and 
allows for future expansion to the 
west while maintaining existing site 
elements. The façade of the 
prominent live oak tree was curved 
to minimize any tree damage and 
creates an exciting exterior and 
interior opportunity.



A95.04
The penthouse extends east/west 
and contains fume hood exhaust and 
mechanical equipment and becomes 
an architectural element, continuing 
vertically on the east and west 
façades. Horizontal corrugated, 
vertical standing seam, and flat wall 
panels were incorporated to address 
construction costs and define 
architectural features. 



A95.05
The main view from the entry street 
terminates at the south side of the 
building. The building entry to 
recessed and top with bold signage. 
The live oak trees sit in the bend of 
the façade with perforated metal 
scrim. The multipurpose room 
projects out of the façade and uses 
brick and horizontal metal around 
windows. The landscaping adds to 
the curved floor plan and live oak 
tree prominence.



A95.06
Brick was used as the unifying 
material since it's the primary 
exterior material on the campus. The 
sparse use of brick was primarily 
budgetary and appears only on the 
south elevation. Vertical aluminum 
fins at the window fenestration block 
the western sun and add depth, 
shade, and shadow that varies 
throughout the day. The penthouse 
metal extends down the west wall at 
the parking lot entry.



A95.07
The various metal shapes express 
function spaces within and add 
texture of the exterior skin. The brick 
fins are terminuses of the south brick 
wall as the floorplan steps back to 
meet programmatic requirements.



A95.08
The east, west, and north facades 
use similar metal detailing. The 
aluminum fins are strategically 
located for the best solar protection. 
A close view of the metal pattern 
used defines these three elevations. 



A95.09
The planning parti focuses on the 
live oak tree. The careful placement 
of the laboratory rooms requiring 
fume hood exhaust to occur under 
penthouse rooftop metal screening 
walls. Support spaces are stacked 
as well as faculty offices and 
classrooms to accommodate access 
to natural light for these spaces. The 
radius central wall at the oak tree is 
the south wall of the building lobby 
and student gathering space. The 
open stair facilitates vertical 
circulation inviting students to 
second story gathering space.



A95.10
The perforated corrugated metal 
screen allows for vailed view and 
provides solar protection. The live 
oak tree becomes the painting on 
the curtain wall exterior view. The 
open stair follows the radius curtain 
wall and invites you upstairs. A 
simple interior material palette 
includes terrazzo at the lobby only. 
The school's color green was used 
sparingly accents in recessed lobby 
areas.



A95.11
Views of the second-floor lobby 
shows the interface with the metal 
curtain wall and perforated metal 
handrails. The green recessed 
collaboration space overlooks the 
lobby and into the live oak tree. The 
laboratories use natural light and 
high technology. The large 
conference room sits above the 
entry with views toward the campus 
through the signage attached to the 
south facing metal scrim.



A95.12
The interior and exterior views of the 
main south facade feature the use of 
utilitarian materials to accommodate 
available funds by construction in an 
artful way to not only create design 
interest but also serve a select 
function. The use of brick was 
strategic for cost and visual unity. 
The live oak tree is celebrated and 
folded into the building for protection 
and beauty.
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