
IA-10.01
Building Area: (sf)
15,000

Cost per Square Foot: 
$173

Construction Cost
$2.6M

Date of Completion:
June 2020

Program Summary:
This project is a 15,000 SF workplace renovation of a warehouse 
constructed in the 1880s that sought to express the original bones of 
the building.

Program Statement:
This project is a 15,000 SF workplace renovation of a warehouse 
originally constructed in the 1880s. The design sought to express the 
original bones of the building with interiors that spoke to the cultural 
and natural landscape of southern Louisiana. The client’s vision for 
the space was one of gathering and collaboration. In short, the space 
would serve not just as an office building, but as a conference center 
and event hall.
In service of the goals outlined by the client, the design team 
developed a holistic, flexible space for a variety of programs. Today, 
as users come into the first floor, they are greeted by a large 
multipurpose space. On a typical day, this serves as a large 
conference center laid out like a living room but can easily be 
converted to a board room, training room, and even a banquet or 
ballroom setup. The second floor hosts a boardroom for staff, a 
breakroom, open offices, and private offices on the perimeter. Glass 
storefronts on all the exterior offices and along the main face of the 
lounge provide ample natural light.
Finishes spoke to the open nature of the organization and its mission 
and vision for the greater Louisiana region. This resulted in a 
plethora of natural materials, wood, paired with other regional 
industrial finishes: steel and metal. In total, the project is a holistic 
environment capable of accommodating the many events and 
undertakings throughout the year.



IA-10.02
History

This project is one of the state’s 
largest business organization, 
representing over a hundred entities 
throughout the state, and serving as 
a voice for free enterprise in 
Louisiana. 



IA-10.03
Building History

In 2017, the group bought a 
warehouse from the 1880s, and 
previously renovated in 2003. That 
renovation concealed much of the 
historic bones of the property with 
drop ceilings and other finishes, 
paint and other finishes concealing 
existing brick. 

The client’s vision for the space was 
one of gathering and collaboration. 
In short, the space would serve not 
just as an office building, but as a 
conference center and event hall.

Existing Condition | 2017 Existing Condition | 2017

Historic Exterior 



IA-10.04
Integrated Branding

In service of the goals outlined by 
the client, the design team 
developed a holistic, flexible space 
for a variety of programs. 

As users enter the space, they’re 
greeted by elegantly integrated 
branding and reception. 



IA-10.05
Central Gathering

As users move through the first floor, 
they are greeted by a large 
multipurpose space. 



IA-10.06
Space for Gathering

On a typical day, this space serves 
as a large breakout space for entire 
staff to gather, laid out like a living 
room.



IA-10.07
Flexible for a Variety of Program

This same space can easily be 
converted to a board room, training 
room, and even a banquet or 
ballroom setup depending on what 
events require.

The space is augmented by plentiful 
storage (for swapping the furniture 
setups needed for these various 
configurations) as well as a service 
bar and kitchen (which serves coffee 
and other refreshments for daily use 
and slots in as a catering and wet 
bar for other events). 



IA-10.08
Workplace 

The first floor simultaneously hosts a 
large meeting room and other private 
areas. 



IA-10.09
Phone Booths

These areas include several phone 
booths intended for private 
conversation.

Throughout, the design offered 
several opportunities for 
sponsorship, and key benefactors 
are featured throughout. 



IA-10.10
Second Floor

The second floor hosts a boardroom 
for staff, a breakroom, open offices, 
and private offices on the perimeter. 



IA-10.11
Private Office



IA-10.12
View from Inside Second Floor 
Lounge



IA-10.13
Floor Plans

First Floor Plan

Second Floor Plan
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