
IA-110.01
Building Area: (sf)
3,458

Cost per Square Foot: 
$110

Construction Cost
$380,230.00

Date of Completion:
2020

Program Summary:
Our dream of having an innovative, collaborative workspace for 
teens where they would want to go and feel at home came alive with 
this creative design team. It truly is a space like no other and—
mission accomplished—the teens love it!

Program Statement:
This 3,458 square foot vacant space in Perkins Rowe shopping 
center is now home to a new academic lounge design concept. The 
design team gutted the existing space, exposing the infrastructure, 
yet were still able to turn the space into a modern design with 
personality inviting to students. During the design process, special 
emphasis was placed on characteristics such as collaboration, 
flexibility, and transparency. The owner wanted to create a fun and 
innovative lounge to help middle school and high school students 
succeed in their curriculum as well as prepare them for college. The 
academic lounge is equipped with private tutor rooms and cozy 
student corners to help students spread out and plug in. The overall 
design concepts seeks to provide a place for students to study, while 
also providing a sense of structure and stability for all members and 
their families alike.
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The academic lounge aimed for a 
fun and fresh environment with 
multiple outlets for learning. The 
lounge is equipped with various 
sized spaces, designed to facilitate 
individual study, group study, ACT 
prep courses, and on site tutoring. 

Exposed ceilings, LED linear 
pendants, warm wood tones, and 
custom designed wall murals are a 
few elements that help achieve the 
overall student learning experience.  
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The main entrance into the 
academic lounge welcomes students 
with a custom “step and repeat” wall 
graphic designed to increase brand 
awareness through media outlets, 
like Instagram.

It was important to incorporate the 
family- owned, wood products 
manufacturer business, into the 
client’s new venture. Designing two 
pieces that would in return be the 
focal point of the design. The 
custom-built reception desk and 
ceiling clouds, made from OSB 
(Oriented Strand Board) became 
staple pieces in the overall 
personality of the student study 
center. 

The OSB add warmth to the cool 
concrete flooring and exposed 
columns amplifying the building 
aesthetics
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The “ACT Room” is a classroom 
space designed for multiple uses. 
This space gives students a quiet 
place to train for college preparatory 
exams as well as many educational 
workshops offered to students 
through their membership. When 
class is not in session, the space 
can be used for group studying, 
meetings, and summer camps. 
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The coffee bar has everything a 
student might need to focus on their 
studies. A modern design offers a 
tranquil break off space for students 
to spread out and recharge after a 
long day of homework and school.
The fully stocked coffee bar includes 
a vending machine, coffee, snacks, 
and water all free of charge for the 
members.
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Comfy couches, markerboard tables, 
and phone charging stations, give 
students the opportunity to take a 
brain break from studying or study 
with friends. 

The warmth and textures of the 
selected finishes and furnishings 
within the lounge serves two 
purposes: (1) give the space a sense 
of overall comfort and relaxation for 
the students (2) absorb sound and 
assist with the acoustics in the 
lounge.

The design team aimed to provide 
privacy for the students while 
maintaining a constant visual for the 
academic lounge staff with a low 
partition and hanging succulents. 
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After a long day of studying or 
finishing up homework, students 
need a place to relax and have fun. 
The break area has a variety of 
games and literary classics for 
students to enjoy while taking their 
minds off the stresses of school and 
homework. 
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Located across the “ACT Room” are 
four private study rooms strategically 
placed to give students a quiet place 
to focus. Each study room is closed 
off with glass partitions creating 
transparency between students and 
faculty. 

Located in each room are murals 
that feature an inspiring quote from 
some of the brightest thinkers in the 
20th century. 

The private study rooms provide a 
great place for students to 
concentrate. Furthermore, each 
room acts as a hub for on-site 
tutoring provided by the academic 
lounge through their membership.
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At this academic lounge, the learning 
never stops. The restrooms are 
equipped with interesting information 
and facts. Whether it’s the solar 
system, or a Shakespeare synopsis, 
students will always find something 
on the wall to pique their curiosity. 

The walls are painted with 
chalkboard paint, making it easy for 
the local artists to come in each 
quarter and switch up the 
information, keeping it new and 
interesting for the students.
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