
IA-185.01
Building Area: (sf)
5,825

Cost per Square Foot: 
$43

Construction Cost
$250,000.00

Date of Completion:
2020

Program Summary:
The design team has an inherent way of capturing the spirit of our 
vision then bringing it to another level. The design team took our 
basic concept then brought in Louisiana culinary history through 
unique local artistry and subtle, bright color changes to illuminate a 
true coastal and revitalizing ambience.

Program Statement:
A popular shopping development in the heart of Baton Rouge is now 
home to a newly refreshed restaurant. Previously, the space was 
occupied by a longstanding local hotspot, and the veteran restaurant 
owner wanted to make sure it remained a Baton Rouge staple. The 
design team quickly got to work producing ideas for an interior 
renovation as well as a patio expansion. Each room encompasses a 
different dining experience, with two different bars for customers to 
enjoy. The new oyster bar allows customers to watch on as raw 
oysters are being shucked and small plates are prepared. Original 
restaurant elements such as the secluded private dining room, main 
bar, and wine room remain, but were revitalized to match the new 
French Bistro-style dining room. The menu features contemporary 
Louisiana cuisine with a coastal flair. While several new menu items 
were added, beloved classics are still offered to please those 
longtime customers. The overall concept exceeds expectations, 
creating an upscale yet warm and welcoming invitation for the 
customers.
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IA-185.03
Upon entrance, customers are 
immediately immersed into a unique 
dining experience. Obvious 
illumination enhances the dining 
room allowing for optimal lighting. 
New metal signage fabricated by a 
local artist adds Baton Rouge flavor 
while also acting as a barrier 
between the hostess and dining 
room. 
Existing banquettes are 
reupholstered in a jade green vinyl 
and the walls are adorned with 
antiques sourced from local small 
businesses.



IA-185.04
Original restaurant elements allowed 
for new design opportunities and 
creative reuse of the space. One of 
most eye catching features of the 
newly renovated restaurant is the 
raw oyster bar. 

The bar features an open concept 
creating a connection between 
customers and those working behind 
the bar. Furthermore, adding square 
footage for additional seating helps 
to take advantage of the misused 
space that consumed the area prior. 
Mixing materials like copper, 
concrete, and brass help to 
revolutionize the bar and 
consequently, the whole restaurant.

BEFORE



IA-185.05
The existing space plan included 
black ceilings, minimal lighting, and 
a dated color palette which kept the 
restaurant dark and uninviting. The 
design team wanted to brighten and 
modernize the space by using a 
fresh coat of paint, new ceiling tiles, 
and additional light fixtures. 
Sage green painted walls and 
shelving add a pop of color into the 
space, while complementing existing 
finishes at the bar.

BEFORE



IA-185.06
This restaurant is located in the 
heart of a thriving art community. It 
was important for the design that the 
artwork and vintage pieces were 
sourced from local antique shops 
and galleries. A framed document 
hung on the wall list every artist and 
antique shop used throughout the 
restaurant 

One local artist custom-painted 
much of the art featured throughout 
the restaurant including a mural of 
pearlescent oysters that lead 
customers into the private dining 
room. The accents of blue, pink and 
gold truly bring this wall to life. 



IA-185.07
The renovations to the private dining 
room were of the utmost importance 
during the design process. Wood-
look vinyl flooring, wall sconces, and 
new ceiling tiles help to recreate and 
renew the private dining room. A tall  
shaker cabinet was built out along 
the back wall to store extra 
smallwares and chairs when 
needed. The black and white 
artwork, photographed by a local 
photographer, feature Louisiana 
wildlife and coastal crustaceans 
found on the menu. 

The artwork is strategically placed 
along the walls creating a spatial 
flow and overall memorable 
experience. The newly renovated 
space allows for additional seating 
on busy nights and is the perfect 
venue for private events. 



IA-185.08
In the “Vin du Soleil” room French 
doors were added where the existing 
windows were to maximize light and 
connect to the expanded patio.

Shutters were removed to allow the 
natural light to flow into the main 
dining. Custom wood planter boxes 
holding fresh herbs and plants were 
added for customers to enjoy and 
serve as divider from the main 
dining. Unexpected elements like, 
gold houndstooth upholstery, painted 
gold ceiling and brass flower 
pendants add intricacy to the dining 
environment.

BEFORE



IA-185.09
The restroom remodel was not in the 
original scope of work but the design 
team came up with an inexpensive 
approach to make sure the facilities 
got the level of attention that the rest 
of the remodel was going to receive. 

The existing mirror and light fixtures 
were painted gold to blend with the 
gold accents located around the 
restaurant. Using leftover tiles from 
another baton rouge staple 
restaurant the owner had completed 
in the previous year, the bathroom 
floors were repurposed and 
replaced. In order to keep the 
restrooms low maintenance, the stall 
walls are covered in white hexagon 
fiber reinforced panels, a more 
affordable option than tile 
installation.

BEFORE



IA-185.10

The new patio is fenced in and offers 
a nice, quiet space for customers to 
dine on a beautiful day. New 
additions include large umbrellas for 
shade, string lights, heaters in place 
for the colder days, and a variety of 
seating in order to provide 
customers with an overall 
comfortable dining experience. 
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