
IA240.01
Building Area: (sf)
70,994

Cost per Square Foot: 
$94

Construction Cost
$6,700,000

Date of Completion:
1/1/22

Program Summary:
Existing ten-story hotel renovated to include all new ground floor 
public space, restaurant and meeting rooms, fitness center, 
corridors, and 143 updated guestrooms.

Program Statement:
This project includes the complete renovation of an existing ten-story 
hotel, including all new ground floor public space, restaurant, 
meeting rooms, fitness center, corridors, and 143 updated 
guestrooms. The design drew inspiration from the city's quirks and 
idiosyncrasies, diving deep into local culture and traditions to tell a 
unique story about freedom of expression. The design team worked 
directly with local artisans and manufacturers to create custom 
elements that express the spirit of the city. Working within the tight 
footprints of the existing guestroom walls, the new design had to use 
every inch of space in a creative way.  Every piece of furniture in the 
rooms was custom designed, and carefully laid out to conform to 
existing electrical placements. The project was designed and 
constructed throughout the COVID-19 pandemic and required all 
product specifications and physical samples to be reviewed and 
stored at home. Collaboration between members of the design team 
and ownership team was also done virtually. Due to both the 
pandemic and the tight project schedule, a virtual model-room was 
created using 360-degree renderings, in lieu of a physically 
constructed room. Major shipment delays, international port closure, 
and supply chain challenges forced the design team to work closely 
with the contractor to select alternate options that would meet the 
design intent, budget, and schedule.



IA240.02
LOBBY AND EXTERIOR

The vibrant location of the building 
guided the design narrative for this 
renovation.  Diverse cultures and 
abundant creativity inspired the use 
of eclectic furniture, bold colors, and 
vibrant finishes. This city takes pride 
as a place where people have the 
freedom to be themselves and have 
a good time. The hotel lobby 
welcomes incoming guests to do the 
same.

The gradient flooring signals to 
guests the differentiation and 
blending of spaces. A cafe au lait 
colored wood look tile was used at 
the lounge and communal areas.  
This transitions to a darker chicory 
colored flooring in the restaurant 
space.

The design team worked closely with 
a local artist to develop a feature of 
locally hand-made parasols, 
marching across the wall of the 
lobby in the spirit of a "second-line" 
parade. Custom light fixtures were 
also designed to reference the 
shapes and curves of musical 
instruments.

The exterior renovation of the 
building included new glass 
storefront throughout the first floor, 
giving a visual transparency to the 
vibrant design inside. New glass 
railings were installed on the second 
floor balcony. A new metal canopy 
and marquee sign were installed at 
the hotel entrance. 

Up close, guests can see the lobby 
art exhibits and activated bar, 
enticing visitors to step inside.

INSPIRATION



IA240.03
FIRST AND SECOND FLOOR 
PLANS

The first floor of this existing hotel 
was completely reconfigured to 
accommodate a new full-service 
bar/restaurant, as well as the hotel's 
reception, lobby, and lounge areas. 
The new layout creates an open 
plan, with flexible seating 
arrangements spilling over for use by 
both hotel guests and restaurant 
patrons.

The second floor of the building 
contains guestrooms as well as a re-
located fitness center. Exterior 
balconies were also renovated, 
including new outdoor furniture, to 
take advantage of the building's 
location along a primary parade 
route.  Two interior lightwells were 
constructed in a previous renovation, 
allowing additional guestrooms at 
the core of the building.  With limited 
access to direct natural light in these 
rooms, special attention was placed 
on creating additional light fixtures in 
the rooms as well as a timed lighting 
installation within the shafts to mimic 
natural daylight patterns.



IA240.04
THIRD FLOOR PLAN AND 
TYPICAL GUESTROOM FLOOR 
PLAN

The third floor of this hotel shares 
the Meeting Room (1) and Board 
Room (3) with guestrooms. Floors 4-
10 house the remaining guestrooms 
which have over twenty-nine room 
types. With as minimal changes to 
the floor plate as possible, every 
inch of space in the guestrooms was 
utilized to accommodate all the 
brand required elements. 



IA240.05
LOUNGE

Creating varying volumes and 
playfulness with the ceiling heights 
helped drive the various zones 
throughout the lobby and lounge 
spaces. 

A cozy lounge area provides respite 
for guests that need to slow down 
while preparing for their next 
adventure in the bustling city. A 
communal table provides a place to 
connect both digitally and with other 
guests with easy access outlets at 
both the table and banquettes. 

The design team married the eclectic 
color palette across the entire space 
through fabrics, finishes and fixtures 
to create a cohesive design inspired 
by the city’s culture. However, this 
was a challenge for the team as they 
faced material shortages and delays 
during the pandemic.

INSPIRATION INSPIRATION INSPIRATION



IA240.06
LOUNGE MOCKUP

Packed with places of interest, the 
downtown area of this city is a 
crossroads of historic architecture 
and contemporary life. Vibrant 
murals and public artwork celebrate 
the city’s rich culture. The hotel is 
only steps away from the center of 
the action during some of the city’s 
largest events, like parade season, 
as well as some of the best 
restaurants and bars in the city. 

The design team looked to bring that 
culture and creativity to the hotel’s 
public spaces, as shown in this 
mood board. Brass lighting fixtures 
compliment the bright, playful art and 
finishes found throughout the lobby 
and reception area. 



IA240.07
FIRST FLOOR BAR AND 
RESTAURANT

The design team's broad use of bold 
color and mixed patterns 
mimics the quirky cohesion that 
comes naturally to the local area.

Bringing the peacock blue from the 
lobby into the restaurant creates a 
continuity between the two spaces. 
The design team also utilizes mixed 
metals throughout to emphasize 
collaborative and eclectic nature of 
the city.

A central floral banquette further 
delineates the space while 
maintaining the large open floor 
plan.

SCHEMATIC DESIGN



IA240.08
CITY-INSPIRED ART 
INSTALLATIONS

Jazz was invented in the city where 
this hotel is located, and the custom 
light fixtures pay homage to all of the 
great brass bands that have paraded 
through the streets. 

It was important to the Design Team 
to work with a local artist on the main 
focal art wall that meanders through 
the lounge and behind reception. 
These parasols are a connection to 
the numerous types of Second Lines 
and celebrations of life seen often 
throughout the city. The design 
invites guests to be "part of that 
number" and become immersed in 
the local culture and traditions.

While waiting at the first floor 
elevators guests can peer into the 
various shadowboxes created 
through the use of beaded patches 
each housed in their own unique 
vignette. 



IA240.09
GUESTROOM CORRIDOR

As guests move up through the 
building, they are greeted with 
varying custom art installations that 
depict references to the city. These 
include imagery of swamps, vintage 
Mardi Gras illustrations and 
streetcar-inspired memorabilia. 
Taking direct inspiration from the 
streetcar tracks only a few steps 
outside the property, the corridor 
carpets guide guests down the 
hallways and towards their rooms.

The streetcar references continue as 
guests are guided to their rooms. 
The globe-shaped fixtures allude to 
the lights found inside the streetcars, 
while the deep olive of the 
guestroom doors nods to the cars’ 
signature exterior. The soft grey 
wallcovering mimics the passing blur 
of buildings one would see while 
traveling down the avenue. 

Approaching their room, guests are 
greeted with a custom room signage 
created to resemble the water meter 
covers local artists use as their 
canvas scattered around the city.



IA240.10
BALCONY GUESTROOM

The city’s essence is brought into 
the guestrooms through carefully 
curated gallery walls and whimsical 
furniture pieces.

Various wood tones and textures 
cohesively pair with the mixed 
metals found throughout the room. 
Individual custom pieces of furniture 
were selected to create a residential 
feel.  This was a unique challenge to 
overcome within the small existing 
floor plan of each guestroom.

This room's unique features include 
a trumpet key shaped side table, 
amp inspired furniture pulls, two-
toned drapery, a seed glass globe 
floor lamp and imitation cobblestone 
rug, a nod to historic streets only 
blocks away. The balcony provides 
direct access to views of the 
streetcar and guests can relax on a 
modern take on the classic bistro set 
with a quirky nature-inspired seat, 
alluding to the oak trees that line this 
famous street.



IA240.11
TYPICAL GUESTROOM

All guestrooms feature a focal wall 
with a custom wallcovering inspired 
by a classic damask print with a 
cheeky twist. 
The design team created this custom 
print with references to unique local 
lamp posts, blooming magnolias and 
hidden shrimp.

The gallery wall above the 
headboard creates the feeling of a 
whimsical art collection curated by a 
friend over time. Depictions of bikes 
with Mardi Gras beads, crawfish 
playing a bass, an assemblage of 
crafting supplies, and floral overlaps 
on famed trumpet players are some 
of the unique art pieces found.

More subtle nods to the streetcar are 
seen through the use of U- shaped 
hardware at the nightstand as well 
as the inside of the drawer revealing 
a bright pop of orange welcoming 
guests to store their possessions. 

Guests will surely notice the fun 
references throughout their time in 
the city.

INSPIRATION

INSPIRATION



IA240.12
GUESTROOM BATHROOM

As a respite from the bustling energy 
and excitement of the city, the 
guestroom bathroom creates an 
environment of relaxation. 

The spa-like space utilizes a classic 
black and white palette accented by 
a haint blue ceiling inspired by local 
porches. Two different sizes of 
hexagon tiles keep a playful nature 
while complementing the custom 
shaped brass lit mirror above the 
vanity.

The guest bathroom keeps its 
narrative of the local culture using a 
beaded alligator patch mounted in a 
shadowbox. 

INSPIRATION
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