
IA-340.01
Building Area: (sf)
1160

Cost per Square Foot: 
$350/sf

Construction Cost
$406,000

Date of Completion:
September 2021

Program Summary:
Inspired by the glamour of the disco era, a slightly secret cocktail 
lounge reads like a retro futurist fever dream.

Program Statement:
A new take on the speakeasy, the cocktail lounge is hidden in the 
back of an urban mall development originally commissioned in 1974 
and renovated from 2016-2021.  With no exterior entrance, one must 
be in the know to find the lush, moody lounge wrapped in deep 
maroon.  Finding the lounge is part of the allure as patrons are 
transported into another dimension spatially, sonically, and 
gustatorily as the design, beverage program, and music all harken 
back to the era of the original development’s heyday.   
Soaring cathedral ceilings are highlighted with lit arches that bring 
the eye down to a pink quartzite horseshoe bar.  The church-like 
proportions are further accentuated with an altar to the cocktail: the 
backbar shelving is set up in layers terminating in a backlit storage 
system beckoning patrons with its warm glow.  Walls draped with 
lush velvet curtains allude to something more sensual while also 
providing acoustic support. Cozy moments are created in the grand 
volume with low horseshoe booths topped with lit arches creating a 
respite in the voluminous lounge. 



IA-340.02
The space is organized 
symmetrically about the bar which 
terminates in a backlit storage area 
drawing visitors in and encouraging 
them to linger at the generous 
horseshoe shaped bar clad in 
handmade glazed tiles and dramatic 
quartzite.

Lush curtains flank the space along 
with carpeted floors to ensure that 
the vintage hi-fi stereo system 
always sounds top knotch. 

The monochrome materials palette 
achieves a dynamism through the 
use of varied textures and sheens.



IA-340.03
Opposite the bar is a large pink neon 
sign grounding the other end of the 
room.  

All lighting in the space is handled 
with direct view LED strip lighting 
incorporated graphically into the 
millwork, save a couple of hi-bay 
fixtures for cleaning and 
maintenance. 



IA-340.04
The quartzite at the bar and fixed 
table is laminated to create a 
thickened curve that makes for a 
comfortable edge for patrons to 
linger against. 



IA-340.05
Booths tucked into nooks provide 
areas with a feeling of rivacy while 
still allowing patrons to ‘see and be 
seen.’ 



IA-340.06
PLAYFUL LIGHT

The polished quartzite stone 
surfaces provide dynamic moments 
reflecting direct view LED lighting in 
arch motifs throughout the space. 



IA-340.07
A setting sun graphic positioned 
above the bar seemingly respirates 
as the lighting control system causes 
it to continusouly dim and brighten 
over 20 second intervals. 



IA-340.08
Glossy handmade tile faces the bar 
and back bar providing a textural 
contrast to sleek surfaces under the 
wash of light in the monochrome 
space. 



IA-340.09
COMPREHENSIVE AESTHETIC

The beverage program, music 
selections, and staff dress code 
reinforce the era inspired design. 



IA-340.10
.



IA-340.11
ALTER TO THE COCKTAIL

The back bar creates a focal point 
with a backlit liquor storage cage just 
beyond a staff opening to service 
and prep space concealed from 
public view. 



IA-340.12
FLOOR PLAN

The cocktail lounge is organized 
symmetrically with the bar at the 
terminal axis.  

One enters the space through a 
mirrored hallway off of a food hall or 
via a ‘back door’ to a neighboring 
hotel. 



IA-340.13
The cocktail lounge pays homage to 
the original development’s roots with 
an era inspired design that blends 
texture, light, and reflection to create 
a dynamic space where one can 
easily lose track of time. 
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