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Building Area: (sf)

5,735 SF

Cost per Square Foot: 

$131

Construction Cost

$750,000.00

Date of Completion:

2019

Program Summary:
Texture, pattern, and light were used to communicate the overall 
design concept of a modern yet warm dining experience.

Program Statement:
The 5,710 square foot vacant space in Perkins Rowe shopping 
center is now home to a new restaurant and bar. The owner thought 
of the concept to incorporate creole cuisine in a fine dining 
experience, providing an entirely different dining concept than what 
the city has seen previously knowing the built environment needed to 
play a key part of that experience. The design team ended up 
completely gutting the existing space, exposing the infrastructure, 
and were still able to turn it into a warm and inviting dining 
experience. This space was formerly a chain restaurant and that 
proved to be one of the biggest challenges – how to change the 
public’s view of what was a failed Applebee’s. While the kitchen area 
remained intact for the most part, some partitions were pushed out to 
create a chef’s table and chargrill oyster station. The owner wanted 
to create an open concept restaurant, while providing private intimate 
dining options. This was achieved with custom designed booths and 
large sliding glass panel doors. The use of a cohesive color palette 
throughout the restaurant created a smooth transition between each 
dining space. Texture, pattern, and light were used to communicate 
the overall design concept of a modern yet warm dining experience. 
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Floor Plan
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The restaurant redevelopment aimed 
for a fresh look with an intimate 
atmosphere while maintaining an 
open concept that is welcoming to a 
wide range of clientele. Guests have 
the option to sip cocktails at the 
sizeable central bar, plan a special 
event in the private dining room, or 
bring a date and sit at one of the 
large, secluded tufted banquette 
booths for a more intimate dining 
experience. 

Exposed ceilings, brass light fixtures, 
warm wood tones, and custom 
booths are a few of the elements 
that help achieve the desired dining 
experience. 
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The seating in the restaurant plays 
an important role when it comes to 
dividing the different “zones” of the 
design. Upon entrance, you are 
welcomed by a waiting booth 
covered in a warm textural vinyl that 
gives off a leather appearance but 
holds up to the demands of a 
restaurant. 

Directly adjacent are two 33’ long 
custom booths. Stained in a walnut 
wood, covered in navy velvet and 
accented with tan leather straps, 
these booths are designed to create 
the feel of a room within a room.

Not featured, are 3 large round 
tufted booths centrally located in the 
main dining. Custom designed over 
4 feet tall, allow customers to feel a 
more intimate presence while dining. 



IA45.05

The centralized bar seats over 20 
customers and is the main focal 
point of the restaurant. Oversized 
brass dome fixtures ground the bar 
and draw your eyes up to the 
exposed ceilings. A custom 
designed wine rack is located on one 
side of the bar forming an intimate 
position while blocking the view of 
the back of restaurant.

The use of pattern and color contrast 
on the floor help define the bar 
without the use of walls and 
partitions; this design creates the 
desired open concept while still 
defining specific locations throughout 
the restaurant. 
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Customers can expect menu items 
to be a mix of worldly origins 
including influences from Italy, 
Germany, France, the Caribbean, 
and West Africa. One local artist was 
commissioned to help convey this 
food story. 

Custom designed wall murals and 
artwork hung throughout the 
restaurant depict Louisiana Creole. 
Marshlands, iconic Louisiana chefs, 
and local landmarks are amongst 
those.

Pictured on top is a mural reading 
“Shae Bébe” meaning “sweet” in 
Cajun French. This mural was 
placed on a wall secluded from the 
rest of the dining. Vibrant colors 
were used to catch the eye of diners 
and encourage the occasional 
“selfie” for social media marketing. 

Other phrases including Creole and 
Mès! Meaning “Thank You” are 
added for a vibrant creole kick and 
represent the many different cultures 
which inspired the entire design 
concept. 



IA45.07

While there are many custom 
designed interiors to the space, 
there are some historical tidbits as 
well.

The large neon “R” hanging on the 
back wall, was saved from a former 
grocery store in Louisiana, Ragusa 
Food Store. 

The leather straps accenting the 
custom booths were salvaged from 
vintage upholstery.

The generous steel and wood 
gathering tables are significant to 
Baton Rouge in particular. The 
tabletops are constructed of 
reclaimed materials from the 
Louisiana State University Baseball 
coach’s former home. 
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The large “farmhouse” style barn 
doors separate the main dining area 
to a more secluded dining room. 
This allows for the restaurant to host 
scheduled private parties and events 
or leave them open for additional 
seating on busy nights. The optional 
private party rooms holds seating for 
up to another 30-40 guests. 
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Continuity is an important part of the 
overall interior design concept, the 
principle. Creating a spatial flow to 
result in a memorable experience 
necessitated reworking the 
organization of the existing shell,

Visual layering connectivity with 
stylistically distinct yet 
complimentary interiors serve as an 
invitation for all clientele dining in at 
the restaurant. 


