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Building Area: (sf)
Not applicable

Cost per Square Foot: 
Not applicable

Construction Cost
Not applicable

Date of Completion:
Fall 2019

Program Summary:
The purpose of the master plan was to maximize the existing 
property to create a campus that is a destination for the surrounding 
communities.

Program Statement:
Navigating the waves of growth in its lifetime, this local campus 
struggles with its haphazard development and lack of connectivity 
throughout its physical campus and educational programs. The team 
collected information and coordinated with students, faculty, and 
local community organizations to develop initiatives that the campus 
could use to guide future growth and development for the first time 
since the campus’ inception over seventy years ago. 

The master plan studies ways to maximize existing land available on 
campus, create flexible design opportunities that can adapt to waves 
of growth and new technology, and create a campus that is a 
destination for the surrounding communities. 

The program also focused heavily on pedestrian circulation and 
public areas. The design team coordinated with landscape architects 
to bridge the gap between a currently secluded library and closed off 
student union to a centralized campus public space that encourages 
collaboration and activity. Another area evaluated was the 
organization, size, and makeup of streets and the beautification of 
vehicular routes, by redistributing pathways and incorporating a 
landscape palette and green spaces.



MP-175.02
PROGRESS OVERVIEW |
CAMPUS WIDE SURVEY

The information compiled for this 
master plan came from a 
combination of research, campus 
input, subcommittee meetings, and a 
campus wide survey. Most of the 
research took place over the 2018 
Fall semester. The four-month long 
process utilized focus groups with a 
variety of participants. Classified 
employees, unclassified employees, 
students, organizations, and the 
executive administration staff all 
came together in an informal setting 
to have open discussions on 
delegated topics. 

Through the University’s Research 
and Development department, an 
online survey was issued to the 
current students, employees, alumni, 
and community members. The 
survey link was open to anyone, and 
available for two weeks during the 
2018 Fall semester.

The survey consisted of almost 20 
questions that focused on the 
atmosphere, conditions, and 
aesthetic of campus. It then went 
further by polling on campus 
environments, quality of buildings, 
and open-ended questions on how 
people interact with campus, 
circulate through it and utilization of 
certain spaces. 

Through this process, the entire 
University was given a vessel to 
voice their concerns. The information 
was then gathered and studied to 
inform the design of the master plan.
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MP-175.03
Landmarks act as beacons or 
symbols that immediately identify a 
place; even going as far as sparking 
a memory, or a feeling. 

01. CAMPUS FOUNTAIN
From photo-ops to restoration 
projects, the fountain brings together 
students, the community, and 
organizations. 

02. LIBRARY
Centered on campus and the largest 
building, the library is still one of the 
most frequented buildings today. 

03. FOOTBALL STADIUM
Utilized by the area high schools for 
football and band festivals, and by 
the Manning Passing Academy for 
annual training camps, the stadium 
itself has acted as a generous host 
for thousands of people. 

04. ADMIN BUILDING
The iconic building on campus that 
welcomes visitors and influenced the 
language and materiality of every 
building built after it.

05. BAYOU LAFOURCHE
The Bayou is a driving force that 
connects a string of communities in 
the area. 

06. ETERNAL FLAME
The Eternal Flame monument, 
erected for the 50th anniversary of 
the campus and is symbolic of the 
light of knowledge.

07. SCIENCE BUILDING QUAD
The H shape design of the building 
creates a welcoming ancillary 
outdoor quad space and helps bring 
light to the interior of the building.
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MP-175.04
MATERIAL PALETTE

Because a campus aesthetic should 
always be deeply rooted in its 
tradition and history, it is important 
that it welcomes a culture of growth 
and progressiveness by 
incorporating modern materials as 
time unfolds. Materials such as 
metal are good examples of how the 
new can be incorporated with the 
old. The palette can also be 
developed further by using modern 
materials that offer new textures in 
shades and hues that reference the 
current material palette. Modern day 
white metal panels in lieu of stucco 
is one of the many viable options. 

PLANT PALETTE

This ecoregion is known for soils that 
support species such as live oak and 
laurel oak with the bottomland forest 
cleared for extensive agricultural 
use, predominantly sugarcane, 
pasture, and crawfish aquaculture.  
The modern campus is composed of 
live oaks supplemented with 
ornamentals such as crape myrtle, 
azaleas, and turf grasses.



MP-175.05
BUILDING ANALYSIS AND 
INVENTORY

As the saying goes, “You have to 
know the past to understand the 
present.” (Carl Sagan) One of the 
most valuable resources to the 
campus is its existing building 
inventory. Historically and practically, 
the current building inventory is the 
school’s biggest asset. The following 
determinations are meant to give a 
bird’s eye view of the facilities in 
their current state and provide a tool 
for evaluating opportunities for 
growth and development.

Each analysis provides basic 
information such as the size, use, 
and area of each building. In 
addition, graphs are provided to 
quickly gage whether a building 
needs a renovation, its current 
capacity, and the quality of its 
physical condition. 



MP-175.06
25-YEAR MASTER PLAN

The 25-year master plan starts to 
suggest strategic moves and 
informed design protocols to 
urbanize over 200 acres of land and 
saturate the campus with 
academics, athletics, and campus 
life from the inside out. Beginning 
with how the campus functions in 
relationship to pedestrians and 
vehicles, to how buildings and 
infrastructure shape the landscape, 
the new scheme provides plans for 
development that are synonymous 
with current and continued growth.



MP-175.07
LAND USE

Currently, a string of educational 
buildings begins clustered at the 
north of campus before dissipating 
south. This current layout creates 
large spans between classes, 
inconsistent access to a central core 
space, and in some cases physical 
separation between departments. 
This layout also presents “dead 
spaces” around campus because of 
inaccessibility.

In the proposed 25-year plan, 
saturating the middle of campus with 
educational buildings allows for 
strategic and purposeful outdoor, 
green space, as well as sets up a 
main “trunk line” for other areas to 
expand off of. For instance, 
strengthening a “main core” allows 
for community spaces and student 
residential life areas to physically 
branch out of campus, keeping 
multiple facets of university life 
relatively connected to each other. 
The new design sets up a focal 
point, the quad, for the rest of the 
campus to radiate outwards from.

existing land use map proposed 25-year land use map



MP-175.08
PHASING

While some spaces stand to benefit 
from minor or even extensive 
renovations, some buildings whether 
it be for their lack of functionality or 
prime real estate may benefit the 
campus more if they were 
completely replaced. 

Feasibly speaking, it would be 
worthwhile to evaluate replacing this 
building in its entirety with a more 
modern space reflecting the campus’ 
needs. In this case, location and 
functionality become huge factors in 
the fate of the structure. 

By prioritizing areas of work by the 
campus’ current needs the most 
impact can be felt in the shortest 
amount of time. 



MP-175.09
SIGNAGE

01. Large brick pillars fit seamlessly 
into the original architecture of the 
campus. These more traditional 
markers lend themselves to roadway 
settings to denote the physical 
boundaries of campus.

02. From traffic circles, to building or 
area designations, monument signs 
are a good versatile marker that can 
be used in a variety of ways.

03. Tall “light post” style signs are 
ideal for wayfinding throughout 
campus. Following a typical visitors’ 
route through campus, wayfinding 
signage can direct traffic flow by 
giving directions to some of the most 
heavily visited places on campus.

04. Following the style of the 
campus’ current street signs, 
consistency is always key in unifying 
the image of campus.

05. Traffic signs and all other 
miscellaneous signage on campus 
would also follow the classic French 
wrought iron motif of the light post 
signs and road signs. 

06. Utilizing a basic post that follows 
the preceding themes, building signs 
can be made of panels that 
withstand outdoor conditions and 
allow for changes and modifications 
as time passes. 
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MP-175.10
LIBRARY

By adding a modern sprinkler 
system to the library in its current 
state, any future design or 
renovation would be able to utilize 
the space to its maximum potential. 
Major design restricting codes would 
be alleviated and the opportunities 
for redesign would increase. 

With its timeless modern style and 
recent painting, repointing, and 
sealing, minimal work would be 
necessary to give the library a more 
inviting facelift to accommodate 
programming changes. Smaller 
design moves such as a wood look 
soffit would be an easy way to 
update the exterior. A new entry 
tower would provide vertical 
circulation, an accentuated exterior 
design element and additional first 
floor square footage to incorporate 
additional circulation and a first-floor 
café. 

proposed exterior renovations to library

existing entry to library existing entry to library



MP-175.11
LIBRARY

A two-story space in this area would 
create a more inviting and profound 
environment. The new atrium would 
host a coffee shop and seating along 
Leighton Drive with access to a first-
floor library, a new multi-use 
auditorium, and an Academic 
Achievement Center. By keeping 
spaces off the main atrium corridor, 
individual departments could have 
different hours of operation without 
affecting the other, and share 
common resources such as 
circulation, restrooms, lobbies, and 
waiting areas.

Half of the main floor would be 
dedicated library space. The front 
half of the first-floor library space 
would be the most public area with 
higher ceilings and informal work 
and study areas. While a lower 
ceiling on the remaining space would 
emphasize its more quiet and 
somber programmatic nature. 
Divided by the multi-story circulation 
desk, this lower ceiling area would 
be resource materials, additional 
study rooms, and some of the 
library’s main stacks. The second 
floor would be home to the 
remaining library stacks and 
additional private study spaces 
scattered throughout. By keeping 
more public study spaces to the 
outside of the stacks near the 
exterior wall, the library can once 
again utilize its beautiful windows 
and students can basque in the 
picturesque views of campus 
surrounding the building

first floor library workspace

athletic academic center



MP-175.12
STUDENT UNION

A proposed design for the union 
would be a two-story structure that 
would open a plaza between the 
ballroom and the new union, creating 
a major pedestrian corridor 
connecting the main campus quad 
with the library and fostering a more 
urban environment where buildings 
shape the landscape. Beginning on 
the northern side of the building, 
facing Leighton Drive, would be 
bookstore with a new modern 
facade. The intent here being that 
the bookstore, a place that 
welcomes the public, can act as a 
beacon drawing people in to the new 
“heart” of campus. Centrally located 
restrooms would service the spaces 
as well as first floor meeting rooms 
that can be used for campus events 
such as orientations and other high 
profile get togethers. Large corridors, 
for lounging and additional seating 
pour into a large two-story lounge 
and dining area. 

On the second floor of the union 
would be administration offices 
overlooking the main lounge as well 
as much needed meeting spaces. 
With a more private environment, 
private lobby, and restrooms, 
multiple meeting spaces of varying 
sizes could be rented out by student 
organizations, faculty and staff, or 
even the public. Dividing partitions 
allow for spaces to truly become 
flexible and adaptable to a multitude 
of sizes that could hold hourly events 
or all-day seminars.

plaza from quad to library

student union outdoor seating area



MP-175.13
ARDOYNE DRIVE 
BEAUTIFICATION

A simple and effective solution would 
be a road diet. The space currently 
designated for the roadway could fit 
a parallel parking, larger sidewalks, 
green scaping, and bike paths, with 
little to no additional space. By 
narrowing roadways, the flow of 
vehicles is immediately slowed 
down. 

The slimmer roads also allow for 
more space for sidewalks and other 
pedestrian amenities, greenspace, 
and bike lanes. By embellishing the 
pedestrian space along the road, 
pedestrians can feel safer and 
prioritized. In the south Louisiana 
climate, landscaping also makes a 
huge difference in pedestrian areas. 
Creating this environment is the first 
step to incorporating this corridor 
into the other campus pedestrian 
and bicycle routes, bridging the gap 
between the north and south areas 
of campus.
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