
R10.01
Building Area: (sf)
4,100 SF

Cost per Square Foot: 
W.N.D.

Construction Cost
W.N.D.

Date of Completion:
December 2018

Program Summary:
New 3-bedroom, 2-1/2 bath residence on a wooded site overlooking 
a creek. Separated master-suite and 2-car garage connect along a 
spine housing client's art collection.

Program Statement:
Located on approximately 13 acres of forested land adjacent to a 
creek that ties into the Natalbany River, the house is sited adjacent 
to a bluff on the high point of the site. Programmatic elements are 
organized to maximize views over the wetland floodplain, through to 
the creek at the site's edge, and around existing trees along the bluff. 

The house's theme is centered around the use of folded planes to 
manipulate change and transformation of mass and form. These 
folds wrap around a series of programmatic pods revealing 
contrasting materials and openings for access, views, and natural 
light. The simple material palette on the exterior is comprised of 
galvalume standing seam metal panels, cement board siding, and 
energy-efficient windows. The interior of the home complements the 
exterior with a minimal palette of finishes that are contrasted by the 
owner's extensive art collection.



R10.02
The centerpiece of the house, the 
main entry pod, houses a majority of 
the program.  The folded plane form 
springs forth from the ground level 
up and over the second floor.  It then 
folds down again, stopping short of 
glass openings.  An additional metal-
paneled-mass protrudes from the 
front façade to facilitate the 
monumental stair landing within.

The front yard landscape design's 
nexus is anchored by the placement 
of a bronze raven holding a piece of 
turquoise in its mouth.   The raven's 
symbolic meaning in Native 
American Indian lore describes the 
raven as a creature of 
metamorphosis and symbolizes 
change/transformation. 



R10.03
The residence is located on 
approximately 13 acres of forested 
land adjacent to a creek that ties into 
the Natalbany River. As you enter 
the site, a gravel driveway meanders 
around the existing trees allowing 
peaks of the home as you approach 
it. 

The house is sited adjacent to a 
ridge on the high point of the site 
and strategically located to minimally 
disturb the existing tree canopy. The 
programmatic elements are 
organized in a way that maximizes 
views over the wetland floodplain, 
through to the creek at the edge of 
the site and around the existing trees 
along the ridgeline. 



R10.04
The plan is organized along a spine 
of bridges connecting each pod.  
This spine is used as a gallery space 
for displaying the owners’ expansive 
art collection. The central pod 
contains all public livings spaces and 
is flanked by the garage and master 
bedroom suite pods.   Guest 
bedrooms are placed above the 
central living spaces on the second 
floor.

The landscape architect, who was 
the client, envisioned the landscape 
design for the residence as a simple 
collection and massing of native 
plants to complement the existing 
wooded and natural site. The focus 
of the landscape design was to 
contrast the hard lines of the building 
by providing visually soft foreground 
plantings for the house to rest within. 



R10.05
The site was extensively analyzed, 
and it became apparent that very 
thick vines, called "Liana's," were 
abundant throughout the site. This 
concept is abstracted in three 
dimensions with the folded plane 
and its manipulation of form. 
Additionally, the way that the spine 
of galleries bridge the three 
programmatic pods to one another 
was an architectural response to the 
way vines form bridges amidst the 
forest canopy and manipulate the 
spaces within the trees.

Each pod is also accented by a 
protruded cube to facilitate various 
utilitarian uses, i.e., storage, stair 
landing, and a soaking tub.



R10.06
Openings, such as the translucent 
garage doors, are revealed by 
removing sections in the folded 
plane. 

A simple landscape pallet of native 
plant materials was used so that the 
focus of the planting composition 
was the architecture.

The bed layout was derived by 
taking the angle of the building's 
roofline and using this form as the 
organizing element of the front yard 
landscape. The form cuts through 
the lawns, sidewalk, and driveway 
and, at its corner, features the siting 
of the Raven Sculpture. The balance 
of the landscape plantings around 
the building is of native trees and 
shrubs, many of which occur 
naturally on-site.



R10.07
The eastern façade faces the bluff, 
articulating additional complexities of 
massing through the play on solid 
and void.  The largest expanse of 
openness frames views toward the 
natural landscape from the living 
room, tv room, and second-floor 
office space.  

All deliberate landscaping facing the 
bluff is restrained so as not to 
compete with the natural 
surrounding.



R10.08
The folded plane plays a part in 
sculpting space to create a dialogue 
between interior and exterior living 
space.



R10.09
The entry foyer and monumental 
stair provide a two-story volume 
highlighting the owners’ most 
significant and prized art pieces—the 
placement of the totem-like wall 
hanging pieces were directed by 
John Geldersma, the artist himself.

The heart pine flooring material 
continues up the stair and is 
integrated into the transparent 
sealed steel railing system.



R10.10
The flooring and ceiling are 
reclaimed antique heart-pine with 
honey wood tones through-out, 
including several built-in pieces of 
millwork and furniture. Much of the 
interior millwork was designed in 
collaboration with the owner.  In all 
cases, the theme of the folded plane 
continues in the millwork detailing.

The ground level of the central public 
pod comprises one large open space 
that houses the kitchen, dining, 
living, and TV room while providing 
expansive views to the wetland and 
creek. This public living space 
centers around a large circular 
dining table. This element was 
critical in facilitating the owners’ 
desire to gather and entertain family 
and friends.



R10.11
Flanking either side of the central 
dining room is the kitchen and tv 
room, with the formal living room as 
the primary focus.  At its center, 
framed by floor to ceiling glazed 
openings, sits the fireplace.  Clad in 
a natural mill and finished mild steel, 
the fireplace has been clear-sealed 
for durability.  This space is pushed 
out toward the bluff offering views of 
the natural setting.  

The kitchen design is refined and 
utilitarian. Quartz countertops fold 
down the sides of the kitchen’s 
island, reinforcing the theme.

The tv room, a small and intimate 
space, allows the more informal 
living to occur just within reach of the 
more formal activities.



R10.12
The galleries were designed to 
display the owner's extensive 
collection of art and include several 
"nichos" for more substantial pieces 
while "bridging" the pods. 

The master-suite at the gallery 
terminus is located on a peninsula 
with unobstructed views into the 
bottomland flood plain.



R10.13
The master bath provides a spa-like 
environment for the owners to relax.  
Clad in predominantly hard durable 
surfaces, the space is softened 
through the use of a reclaimed 
antique heart pine beam as the 
vanity counter.  The large soaking 
tub sits within one of the protruding 
cube forms identified on the exterior 
and is framed by glass.
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