
R-105.01
Building Area: (sf)
New 1011 SF
Renovated 344 SF

Cost per Square Foot: 
$143

Construction Cost
$194,000

Date of Completion:
2021

Program Summary:
The project is an augmented 1970’s ranch-style house with 
renovated public living areas, a kitchen expansion, and the addition 
of a new main bedroom suite.

Program Statement:
The project creates a dramatic contrast in form, space, and 
organization between a 1970's ranch house and its new main 
bedroom addition. The addition celebrates volume, height, and the 
contrast the vertical gives to the existing horizontal condition. The 
clients, a geologist and a graphic designer, requested an updated 
kitchen, a more open living space, and an additional main bedroom 
suite. Simultaneously, they asked for the horizontal, dark, and low-
slung space to be opened to improve daylighting and entertaining 
capacity. A bearing wall was replaced with a beam in the renovated 
kitchen and main living area to create the required expansiveness. 
The new opening also creates access and views to all of the public 
spaces and allows both existing and new glazed openings to cast 
their light deeper into the 70's ranch. This light is cast even deeper 
through the use of a bright white material palate. The addition is 
composed of faceted surfaces that bounce the light around relative 
to the dynamic interior of a geode. In contrast, the exterior's rough 
shingle skin in a dark grey gradient creates drama between the 
inside and the outside. The existing renovated areas are subdued, 
sunlit, and minimized to celebrate the owner's extensive art 
collection.



R-105.02
The existing kitchen, dining, and 
living spaces were low, dark, and 
disjointed. 

Two additions to the existing 
footprint were designed to brighten, 
heighten, and unify the house: an 
extension of the existing galley 
kitchen and patio, and the 
attachment of a new main bedroom 
suite.

The existing space was also 
modified by opening a large portion 
of a bearing wall between the 
existing den and dining room. 



In the backyard, the addition rises 
from the low existing house to create 
a dramatic vertical focal point. 

R-105.03

The addition is invisible from the 
street, allowing the house to fit with 
the existing neighborhood context. 



R-105.04
The rough exterior skin of the 
vertical shard is composed of 
asphalt shingles of three colors, 
creating an idiosyncratic gradient 
reminiscent of natural rock 
formations. 

In contrast, the interior is bright white 
and pristine.



R-105.05



R-105.06
The large new opening through the 
bearing wall unifies the public 
spaces of the house. Light-colored 
finishes bounce light deep into the 
once dark interior.

The existing exterior wall of the 
galley kitchen has been pushed out 
to create space for an island and 
bar, increasing the kitchen’s capacity 
for cooking prep and socialization. 

New glass patio doors provide 
copious daylight and create a visual 
and physical connection between the 
patio and the kitchen.

The result of these renovations is a 
house designed for entertaining. 



R-105.07
In contrast to the roughness of the 
addition’s exterior, the interior space 
is bright and smooth. In contrast to 
the rectilinear organization of the 
existing house, crystalline geometry 
in plan and section create a dynamic 
main bedroom space.

A constricted, angled hallway gives 
way to a dramatically high cathedral 
ceiling punctuated by clustered 
lights. 

The white walls and floor create a 
blank canvas for the owners’ 
extensive art collection.



R-105.08
A subtracted wedge in the wall 
creates a window seat reading nook 
and bookshelf. 

The high, faceted ceiling allows the 
owners to sit in bed with a framed 
view to the sky. 



R-105.09
A custom headboard was designed 
to conceal a mini-split cassette. 

Holes of various sizes create a bold 
texture and diffuse conditioned air 
into the bedroom.

The top panel is hinged and allows 
the headboard to be opened for AC 
servicing. 



R-105.10
Main Bathroom

Powder Room



R-105.11
The roof shingles wrap down to 
provide cover and privacy for the 
outdoor shower requested by the 
owner, an avid gardener…



R-105.12

… and lift up to create a covered 
porch outside the main bedroom.



R-105.13
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