
R-125.01
Building Area: (sf)
3,430 Sq Ft

Cost per Square Foot: 
N/A

Construction Cost
N/A

Date of Completion:
Summer of 2020

Program Summary:
A contemporary, newly constructed single-family residence located in 
the Algiers Point of New Orleans, Louisiana.

Program Statement:
Prompted with the challenge of designing a three-story contemporary 
home in the Historic District Landmark Commission Neighborhood of 
Algiers Point in New Orleans, LA., our design team set out to 
develop a concept that respected the historical integrity of the 
neighborhood while incorporating modern detailing.  The team was 
also faced with the challenge of creating a space that would allow 
the client to take in the beauty of the sweeping views of the 
Mississippi River and the New Orleans skyline, while following the 
historic guidelines of the neighborhood. As a result, the team 
innovatively designed a third-story structure with massing and style 
that merge contemporary design with a historic mindfulness. The 
interior aesthetic of this single-family residence also pays a 
contemporary homage to classic New Orleans interior designs. 



R-125.02
Contemporary New Construction

It is often said that New Orleanians 
"live" on their front porch—it's where 
residents enjoy morning coffee, 
engage with neighbors, and relax 
with an evening cocktail. With that in 
mind, a front porch façade is 
paramount to residential design in 
the region. This design frames the 
overall massing of the house, with 
the extension of it creating an open, 
yet private, front porch for the 
residents. The handrailing is a detail 
that is also consistent throughout the 
home, creating a cohesive home 
experience.



R-125.03
A New Twist On A Classic Façade

The façade of the house is a 
statement unto itself. Opting for bold 
color choices establish prominence. 
The covered roof deck is articulated 
with a material change from hard 
siding to vertical boarding and 
batten. The extension of the front 
porch gives depth to the overall 
façade, while the large windows 
reference a more traditional double-
gallery house in sync with historic 
New Orleans design.



R-125.04
A View of the River

The views offered from the location 
of the house is the driving force 
behind the design. From the exterior 
third-story porch, an old train barn is 
clearly seen, a relic of the historic 
neighborhood. Beyond the barn, the 
grass of the levy at the edge of the 
Mississippi River is visible. The 
articulation of the third-story roof, 
with materiality change visible from 
the street, can inspire lust from 
pedestrians for this uniquely private 
feature.



R-125.05
Evening Transformation

The boldness from the charcoal and 
black together aid in creating a vivid 
structure as the sun goes down. The 
articulation of the roof deck offers a 
more dramatic statement at night.



R-125.06
Floor Plan

An open-concept on the ground floor 
offers gracious movement. One can 
flow from the front porch through the 
house, and onto the rear covered 
porch, which overlooks the 
substantial yard. 

Major circulation is obtained from the 
staircase, which brings light through 
the center of the house. The second 
floor consists of a master bedroom, 
two bedrooms, and two bathrooms. 
Finally, the third floor roof deck 
contains a powder room and 
features a small bar.



R-125.07
Exposed Beams

The ground floor is inspired by the 
concept of an open-living design. 
The impressive exposed ceiling 
beams breathe life into the space 
while creating a natural divide 
between the dining area and the 
adjacent kitchen. From there, the 
lighting and ceiling articulation allows 
for an organic separation as one can 
flow easily into the living room.



R-125.08
3-Story Wrap Around Stairs

The stairs are the metaphorical glue 
that brings the entire house together. 
Wrapping around the three stories, 
the handrailing, consistent with the 
front façade, will carry you from the 
ground floor to the third story roof 
deck. 

The abundance of natural light 
streaming down the stairwell will 
offer inspiration for guests to 
further explore the house.



R-125.09
Bathroom Placement

The guest bathroom on the 
second floor boasts access to the 
house's front balcony. 

In the original design, the master 
suite was located at the front of 
the house. However, the client 
desired a more private space, so 
the team reconfigured the design 
and placed a bathroom at the 
front of the house on the second 
story. 

This bathroom also provides 
access to the second story 
balcony without going through a 
bedroom. 



R-125.10
Roof Deck

The rooftop deck is the showpiece of 
the house. Photographs cannot do 
justice to the views that it offers. The 
deck is oriented in order to maximize 
the clear and coveted views of the 
levy, as well as of passing ships 
along the Mississippi River and New 
Orleans skyline. A portion of the 
deck is covered, so that the client 
can enjoy it in all weather. The walls 
and beams were articulated to 
create another vertical band down 
the side of the house, while the 
handrail is consistent with the façade 
and stairwell. Guests will be 
impressed when offered a beverage 
from the wet bar before freshening 
up in the powder room—which are 
both located interior to the deck.



R-125.11
Conclusion

The house nods to a double gallery 
form through a contemporary 
reinterpretation and embodies the 
magic of New Orleans living. With 
the majestic views of the downtown 
skyline and the Mississippi River, it 
has the ability to transport you to 
another time and place, while 
enjoying all the refinements of 
modern living. 
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