
R150.01
Building Area: (sf)
4250 SF (Conditioned 
Space

Cost per Square Foot: 
250

Construction Cost
1.1 million

Date of Completion:
07.15.2019

Program Summary:
A duplex designed as the primary residence for family of four inhabiting the 
rear unit while operating the front unit as a short-term rental. 

Program Statement:
The logistics of this New Orleans based, working family (homeowners) required 
them to be indoors while home for long periods, which in addition to work and 
school became disruptive to their wellness. They began to contemplate, like 
many families, whether a move to the suburbs with a larger backyard would be 
necessary to increase outdoor access. Rather than moving far away, they 
decided to build a new house that would reconsider the limitations of indoor 
home life on a small urban lot.

The organizing principle was to create as much outdoor access from 
communal areas as possible.  Communal areas also needed to remain 
spacious despite the necessity for density due to lot size and additional project 
needs.

Built on a 32’x105’ site, the rear unit is 4br/3.5bth and the front is 3br/2.5bth.  
The layout orients the front unit as its public face, actively engaging travelers 
with the city, while mirroring the position of the primary unit to connect with the 
rear yard favoring seclusion.

First floor spaces where communal spaces are arranged have 12’ high ceilings.  
In the rear unit an exterior deck extends from the inside level over the rear yard 
connecting to a raised pool.  Two sliding glass walls open creating a poly-
access opening to the exterior including the pool which is partially covered by 
the structure above.  The front unit façade is glazed from floor to ceiling as well 
with 15’ wide sliding panels opening to a deck flanking the front sidewalk.



R150.02
Front Exterior

The forms are configured to 
convey a transparency of 
internal use.  The upper 
floors contain private 
spaces wrapped by exterior 
surfaces forming an 
echelon of suspended 
cubic forms legible from 
multiple viewpoints 
including the underside. 
Exterior cladding wraps as 
a ceiling to materially 
connect the outside within.  
The cubic forms are 
supported by a series of 
exposed concrete walls 
with a gap between to 
visually render each form 
distinctly. The static forms 
juxtapose animated interior 
space as a frame to 
reinforce the transparency 
of the 1st floor interior.



R150.03
Rear Exterior

The photo is taken from the 
exterior of the property with 
sliding panels along both 
sides in the open position.  
The pool is partially raised 
above grade, so the entry 
point is level to the 1st floor 
(3’ above grade).  The 
exterior foundation adjacent 
to the pool needed to be 
deeper than originally 
designed to allow for a 4’-
11” deep pool (measured 
from the ledge).



R150.04
Front Exterior

The home is in a mixed 
commercial/residential 
zoning district, burgeoning 
with new development.  
Photos to the right are 
taken from the front porch 
across the street to provide 
context.  There is a mix of 
large-scale development 
ranging from health care to 
multi-family and residential.  
The street fronts an all 
residential neighborhood 
behind the lot (where the 
project is located).



R150.05
Rear Unit Interior

The photo is taken from the 
interior sitting area of the 
rear unit.  The cabinet 
faces are clear stained 
walnut with routed edges 
painted black at the top or 
bottom of doors in lieu of 
handles.  The refrigerator is 
panel clad with handles.



R150.06
Rear Exterior

The photo is taken from the 
rear yard at twilight.  
Continuous perimeter tape 
lights are concealed at the 
gap between the concrete 
wall and cubic mass above.  
Downlights are integrated 
into the layout of panels in 
the ceiling.



R150.07
Rear Exterior/Interior
Day/Twilight

The photos are taken at 
either end of the pool.  60% 
of the Pool is under the 
mass of the building above 
allowing for shaded pool 
access during the hot 
summer months. 



R150.08
Front Unit Interior

The photo is taken in the 
front unit from the kitchen 
to the sitting area.  The on-
suite bedroom in the upper 
floor above is partially clad 
with fiber cement panels 
with a window provided for 
visual access to the area 
below.  The cladding and 
window are intended to 
convey an interior/exterior 
ambiguity.



R150.09
Front Unit Interior

The photo is taken from the 
sitting area through the 
kitchen.  The 15’ wide glass 
panel sliders open to 
provide occupants sensory 
access to the exterior.



R150.10
Rear Unit. Upper Floor 
Interior. Playroom.

The photo is taken from the 
Study side of the Playroom 
through to a Bedroom. 
Individual colors were 
selected to convey use 
within each space.  
Concrete walls were 
exposed where possible.  
Built-in storage was 
provided along the wall 
opposite the exterior to 
make the compact space 
more useful.



R150.11
Rear Unit. Upper Floor 
Interior. Kids Bedroom.

A steel beam was left 
exposed and painted within 
bedrooms to express the 
structural system.  A built-in 
bookshelf flanks the 
exterior exposed concrete 
wall.



R150.12
Floor Plans and Exterior 
Elevations

Section tags on the plan 
reference the Building 
Sections in the next slide.  
The middle of the section 
has three(3) floors under 
the roof.  The two stairs for 
each unit access each floor 
and a separate roof deck.  
Stair access to a roof deck 
typically requires a roof 
enclosing the stair to be 
higher than the adjacent 
parapet walls.  Because the 
zoning ordinance did not 
allow for this additional 
height, lower roofs were 
included (over the study 
and master bedroom in the 
rear) with an external stair 
accessing the main roof 
area from the lower roof 
area.



R150.13
Building Sections

The Section on top is taken 
through the pool.  The 
Section below is taken 
through the rear deck. (see 
section arrow indicated on 
the plans)
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