
R-245.01
Building Area: (sf)
5,124sf

Cost per Square Foot: 
~$265/sf

Construction Cost
$1,350,000

Date of Completion:
July 10, 2015

Program Summary:
Built for a young family of 5, the home was designed to meet their 
everyday needs and equipped to entertain for any event. 

Program Statement:
The residence is a custom ‘new-old house’ in Lafayette 

Louisiana.  It is in the traditional Creole and Acadian vernaculars, 
combined in a way that is reminiscent and sensitive to the manner 
which A. Hays Town penned his masterpieces.

The home was designed to appear that it had been on its 
site long before the surrounding neighborhood’s inception.  In Creole 
antebellum tradition, the “front” of the house faces the waterway 
while the “rear” presents itself to the vehicular approach.  This gives 
the illusion that this home is an ole Southern Belle, even though it 
lives for the young family whom it was created for.

It was built of traditional materials and lasting techniques 
with an understanding of the vernacular traditions employed to work 
for the home’s benefit.  The house is on piers, with the central mass 
made of lime plaster over masonry, while the cabinet rooms and 
annex buildings are clad in redwood siding.  Deep overhangs and 
porches protect the home from the Southern heat and rains, while 
the arrangement of doors and windows, combined with the high 
ceilings, keeps the house’s temperatures comfortable year-round.

The home was intended to live on the porch as much as 
within it.  The family area of the house is open, while the Scullery 
provides formality to entertaining in the space.  There is an inherent 
sense of privacy to the spaces beyond the center mass, while they 
are all in easy access to the family.



R-245.02
Site Plan

The Site Plan showcases the full 
intended scope of the property and 
all of its eventual program.  Each of 
the elements are planned to 
reinforce the perception of the estate 
expanding as needs changed at 
different points in Louisiana’s history, 
showcasing different elements from 
the region’s vernacular architecture.
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First Floor Plan

When reviewing the First Floor Plan, 
one can see the ‘progression’ of the 
home’s design…beginning with the 
small, 4-room Acadian Cottage; 
expanding into the main building and 
it’s ‘original’ cabinet rooms; its 
expansion into the ‘sleeping porch’ 
to create the Scullery; and its final 
iteration of opening a theoretical 
parlor and dining room into a modern 
Kitchen and Dining Room that opens 
a wall to the wrap around porch and 
infills with glazing to create the 
Keeping Room.

Second Floor Plan

The Second Floor of the home has a 
simpler arrangement.  Two large, 
mirror-image bedrooms share a 
central bathroom, while two 
additional bedroom suites allow for 
private respites upstairs as well.



R-245.04
Exterior Principle Elevations

One can experience the two faces 
that the home presents of itself when 
seeing both elevations 
simultaneously.  The West Elevation 
introduces itself to guests as a 
front…a humble entry of the main 
building off of the Motor Court, as 
the Owner’s Cottage is hidden 
behind the evergreen entry hedge.  
The East Elevation is preserved for 
the invited few who get to see the 
home in its entirety as it ‘fronts’ 
Coulee Mine, placing the more grand 
façade of the home on its most 
private portion of the site.
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West Elevation

The entry façade of the home is 
‘architecturally’ the rear of the 
building but fronts the Motor Court 
and is the side that guests interact 
with upon arrival.



R-245.06
Entry Hall

Upon entering the home, one is at 
the rear of the Entry Hall, beneath 
the stair landing as its oriented with 
its graceful ascension addressing 
the ‘front’ door at the opposite end.



R-245.07
Dining & Keeping Rooms

Upon entering the heart of the home, 
one is greeted with the dining area 
which is open to both the kitchen 
and keeping room.  These spaces 
have been designed to appear that 
they’ve been altered overtime with 
antique beams and a “patched” floor 
to imply vernacular progression has 
occurred as lifestyles changed over 
time.



R-245.08
Kitchen

The large, entertainer’s kitchen fills 
what appears to have been a Dining 
Room at one time and adjacent to a 
prior “Parlor” functioning as the 
current Dining Room in the home.  
The ‘remnants’ of that are the 
exposed cypress beam and inset 
threshold.  One notable feature is 
missing from this kitchen, being the 
refrigerator…

Scullery

The Scullery houses the refrigerator, 
pantry and an additional sink and 
dishwasher along with all of the 
smaller kitchen appliances.  It 
dramatically cuts down on walking 
during meal prep and also allows an 
efficient place to ‘hide the mess’.
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Keeping Room

The Keeping Room is a light-filled 
space facing North East.  It appears 
to be built out onto the porch, infilling 
a bay and a half of the colonnade.  It 
is bound by the cypress-supported 
opening in the plaster-over-masonry 
wall and the ‘old exterior’ wood sided 
wall of the North cabinet room.
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Living Room

The Living Room is a full-depth 
space with a large expanse for 
multiple seating groupings and the 
most formal area of the home.  It is 
bound by the Entry Hall, Library Hall, 
Screen Porch and Front and Entry 
Porches.  It is an elegant, light-filled 
room in the heart of the home.



R-245.11
Den to Entry Porch

Tucked off of the Library Hall, which 
joins the public spaces of the home 
with the ‘Owner’s Cottage’, is the 
Den.  As the porches were an 
essential element to the home 
owners during the design process, 
this intimate space opens directly out 
onto the Entry Porch from the South 
cabinet room.

Entry Porch

The Entry Porch is on the West 
Elevation along the Motor Court, and 
while ‘architecturally’ is the rear 
porch of the home, feels like a ‘front 
porch’ to most.



R-245.12
East Elevation (Front)

The backyard of Maison Coulee 
Mine is graced by the ‘architectural’ 
front of the home.  All its grandeur is 
on full display here, while presenting 
its humbler façade to the neighbors 
and guests.  The implied evolution is 
evident here with the ‘original’ 
Acadian Cottage to the left with its 
simpler and more rustic details, ‘now’ 
functioning as the “Owner’s 
Cottage”; the Creole ‘addition’ 
standing as the principle mass of the 
compound and the hierarchical 
architectural focal point; and in the 
distance, one can spot the Carriage 
House peeking out from behind, 
reminding you of the elegant 
forecourt on the other side and the 
way this place may have grown over 
time.



R-245.13
Garden Entry Structures

An icon of all old Louisiana 
homesteads would be the 
Pigeonniere.  Used on this site as a 
garden folly that acts as the entry 
gate into the Motor Court, these 
buildings were a staple of 
antebellum Creole architecture.
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