
R-245.01
Building Area: (sf)
New 1780 SF
Renovated 1638 SF
Under Roof 4793 SF

Cost per Square Foot: 
$117

Construction Cost
$400,000

Date of Completion:
2020

Program Summary:
The project is a complex bungalow renovation and addition of a living 
room, mud room, guest bath, laundry, main bedroom/bath/storage, 
and multiple porches. 

Program Statement:
A 1930's Acadian bungalow relocated to a wooded country site 
required a major renovation and addition. The owners requested 
existing small, dark rooms be opened, daylit, and renovated for 
contemporary living and a living room, multiple porches, main-
bedroom suite, and views from inside out to the pastoral site be 
added. This renovation/addition demanded a surgeon's precision as 
the house had previous modifications and expansions. A protruding 
living room and 2nd-floor porch had been added, and outbuildings 
limited additions to the home's footprint. Hemmed-in on most sides, 
the design had to negotiate site limitations and be responsive and 
adaptable throughout construction as walls were torn down, details 
exposed, and different methods of construction were revealed.
The structural and spatial heart of the renovation is the new stair. It 
acts as a central rotational point connecting the home’s public areas. 
An opening through the stair wall visually connects the kitchen to the 
main living areas and allows for natural light to spread deeper into 
the home. A public front-to-back axis and a more private cross-axis 
bracket the stair. An existing window and front door switched places 
to create the public axis. The cross-axis connects the existing 
detached garage through the mudroom, living room, and main 
bedroom suite. A narrow "glass bridge" separates the living room and 
bedroom suite, a “clear” threshold between the public and private 
areas. The Pecan House is a puzzle. It demands a complicated 
joining of new and old, disparate items, material reuse, and a 
celebration of a beautiful surrounds. 



R-245.02
The bungalow retains its original 
proportions on the front with the 
adjacent addition presenting itself 
clearly as an addition and secondary 
to the front porch façade.

The addition and renovation not only 
demanded surgery but also required 
a design language that created a 
cohesiveness among many 
disparate components.



R-245.03
The existing bungalow has had 
multiple additions and is surrounded 
by many outbuildings. The interior is 
very dark, the architecture is very 
disjointed, and the circulation both 
internally and externally is very hard 
to follow. 



R-245.04
The complexity of this addition and 
renovation is multi-faceted. The 
renovation portions require 
excavation of the existing layers. 
The additions require complex 
insertions and precise alignments to 
ensure connectivity and spatial 
connectivity. 
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The entire project creates a 
reframing of the home with its 
surrounding. From porch to porch, 
view to view, bridge to bridge, rail to 
rail, the goal was to create a new 
environment that celebrates the 
exterior both with porches and 
interior views and transitions the 
traditional bungalow into a 
contemporary living environment.
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This project demands connectivity. 
To make all the disparate elements 
come together, two major strategies 
were employed. The vertical strategy 
creates a central stair that all the 
space circulates around. The 
horizontal strategy creates two 
primary circulation paths. One 
moves from front of house to back, 
or as pictured here,  the 
perpendicular axis moves from 
service area 
(garage/laundry/powder) through 
living/dining to the main suite 
addition. 
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The vertical axis is critical to the 
design. Not only does it reconfigure 
the existing stair that was illegal and 
dark, but it also creates a vertical 
and horizontal light well for the 
interior. Centrally located, the new 
stair acts as an organizer for the 
home. All spaces circulate around it; 
it establishes the interior axes, front 
to back and side to side, and it 
creates view portals across the 
newly opened spaces, both existing 
and new. 
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The new and expanded kitchen 
brackets the central stair. The 
existing bungalow had a closed 
single room kitchen. The renovation 
opened up this closed space and 
expanded it around the core stair. As 
the kitchen became a much more 
fluid condition, a cohesive element 
was needed. A live edge counter 
that wrapped the stair created the 
visual and spatial connections. 
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The addition of a new living room 
demanded many modifications to the 
existing bungalow. The exterior wall 
of the home had to be opened and a 
steel beam had to be incised into the 
opening to support the upper porch. 
The new living room roof had to 
create a positive drainage system 
and thusly a butterfly roof was 
incorporated. Finally, the new living 
room had to support the new axis to 
the main bedroom suite. The bridge 
squeeze box was created to 
separate public from private and 
celebrate the addition of new space.  
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The connection between the new 
living room and the main bed suite 
maintains the side-to-side axis. From 
the living room, once crosses the 
bridge to the main suite. The axis is 
a library that terminates with a 
window seat. To one side is the main 
bath (see next slide) to the other, the 
bedroom. 



R-245.12
All of the new spaces added to the 
house were designed to be filled with 
natural light and celebrate the 
natural surroundings. The bright 
white interiors framed the overly lush 
green landscape. Each room in the 
addition/renovation have a moment 
that captures the full experience of 
the site. 
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Bridge photos
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