
R-250.01
Building Area: (sf)
3,430 sq ft

Cost per Square Foot: 
N/A

Construction Cost
N/A

Date of Completion:
Summer of 2020

Program Summary:
Single family contemporary new construction residence located in 
Algiers Point.

Program Statement:
The single-family residence, located in a Historic District in New 
Orleans, is designed to maximize views of the Mississippi River and 
downtown New Orleans from multiple covered porches, particularly 
the third-story roof deck. The original house design was a traditional 
style, however, the roof deck’s prominence conflicted with the historic 
guidelines. The client allowed us to pursue a contemporary structure, 
which achieved a more appropriate massing and style
for our concept.



R-250.02
A front porch is paramount in New 
Orleans residential design. It is often 
said that New Orleanians “live” on 
their front porch. It is where we talk 
with our neighbors and enjoy our 
morning coffee and evening cocktail. 
Our house design extrudes the 
frame the overall massing, creating 
an open, yet private front porch 
experience. The detail of the metal 
handrail is repeated at the stair on 
the interior of the house.



R-250.03
The ground floor plan is an open 
concept that allows one to flow from 
the front porch, through the house, 
and out onto a covered rear porch 
that overlooks an ample yard. The 
interior stair is the major circulation 
between floors and is open to above, 
bringing light through the center of 
the house. The second floor has 
three bedrooms and two bathrooms. 
The third floor has a powder room 
and small bar accessible from the 
roof deck.



R-250.04
The house’s facade is a statement 
unto itself. The bold color choices 
make it prominent. The covered roof 
deck is articulated with a material 
change from Hardie lap siding to 
vertical board and batten. The front 
porch’s extension adds depth to the 
overall facade, while referencing a 
more traditional double gallery 
house.



R-250.05
The roof deck is the centerpiece of 
the house. The deck is oriented to 
have clear views of the levee and 
ships passing as you look down the 
street to the Mississippi River. The 
lower photo does not do justice to 
the view of the downtown skyline. It 
was important to the client to have a 
roof covered portion so the deck 
could be enjoyed in all weather. The 
walls and beams were articulated to 
create another vertical band down 
the side of the house. The handrail, 
similar to the one from the front 
porches and interior stair, gives 
continuity to the entire design.



R-250.06
An old train barn below is clearly 
visible, evident from this image. 
Beyond the barn one can see the 
grass of the levee. This view is the 
driving force behind the design. The 
articulation of the third story roof with 
the materiality change is very 
prominent from the street, and a 
passing pedestrian should feel some 
jealousy as they realize this house 
has a unique private feature.



R-250.07
We love how the charcoal and black 
color scheme creates such a vivid 
structure. The articulation of the roof 
deck becomes even more dramatic, 
illuminated by the exterior lighting at 
night.



R-250.08
The ground floor is based on an 
open living concept. The ceiling 
beams define the kitchen and dining 
area adjacent to the living space. 
The lighting layout and ceiling 
distinguish between the spaces yet 
allow one to flow through without 
using walls to divide the plan.



R-250.09
The ground floor powder room, 
tucked under the stair, delineates the 
dining area from the living space. 
The children’s bathroom on the 
second floor opens onto the front 
balcony. Originally, the design called 
for the master suite to be at the front 
of the house, but the client desired 
more privacy for their suite.



R-250.10
The stairs bring the entire house 
together. The handrails from the 
front porch are carried through to the 
third-floor balcony. Light is able to 
stream down the stairwell from 
above, inviting guests to explore the 
house.



R-250.11
This house captures breathtaking 
views of both the skyline downtown 
and the Mississippi River. It is 
amazing to think this house was 
originally designed with a more 
traditional Greek revival facade. 
However, the double gallery is 
evident in the overall form of the 
residence.

A simple railing detail was carried 
through the entire house. This 
connection begins at the entrance, is 
carried through to the interior stair, 
and up to the roof deck. Stained 
wood is also used from the front and 
through the stairwell, giving a sense 
of congruity to the design.

The roof deck is celebrated in the 
design. Attention is brought to the 
roof deck with a change in facade 
materials, by referencing the wrap 
on the front porch with the stylistic 
beams and columns.
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