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Building Area: (sf)
4,740 Sq Ft

Cost per Square Foot: 
$89/sqft

Construction Cost
$421,721

Date of Completion:
March 23rd, 2020

Program Summary:
Historic renovation and addition to a single-family residence located 
in Uptown New Orleans.

Program Statement:
The design of this single-family residence hinges on the clients’ fun 
and eclectic style. We took time getting to know our clients and used 
their tastes to guide the design. We looked for opportunities to create 
fun elements for a single-family residence that would not only be a 
home, but a place to entertain. The house’s front facade had been 
heavily modified to create a large porch. Evidence suggests the 
original house was an Italianate bracket style shotgun that was 
altered with Craftsman style elements at an unknown date. The 
overall scope of work transformed the house from a single-story 2 
bed / 2 bath into a two-story 4 bed 3.5 bath house. The existing 
ground floor program was a living room, dining room, kitchen, 
bedroom, and master suite. The only existing program that remained 
was the front living room. The kitchen was redone in the same 
location, and the existing dining room was turned into a pool room. 
The first bedroom became the dining room and stair access to the 
upper floor. The master suite remained and is now used as a craft 
room. The hallway to the rear yard was modified to create an office, 
and the back of the house received a new screened porch. The 
second floor received two bedrooms, a bathroom, a master suite, 
and a walk-in costume closet. The clients, who manage a Krewe, 
use the existing garage for constructing floats, which meant the 
driveway needed to remain intact.



R-280.02
The house’s front facade had been 
heavily modified to create a deep 
porch. The original house was 
almost certainly an Italianate bracket 
style shotgun that was changed to a 
Craftsman facade. The clients spend 
a lot of time on this porch with their 
two dogs. The existing guard rails 
had been reinforced with chicken-
wire so the dogs could not escape. 
We designed a new handrail with an 
automatic rolling gate to beautify the 
front facade.
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The camelback addition was a bit of 
a conundrum in that the house had 
elements of two architectural styles; 
Italianate and Craftsman. After some 
discussion with the client, we felt it 
was best to take cures from the 
Craftsman detailing, which can best 
be seen in the gable detail at the 
front of the camelback. The master 
bedroom overhangs the screened 
porch at the rear of the structure.
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The clients love the colors blue and 
orange. There was no doubt the 
exterior facade would be repainted 
these colors. These photos portray 
the new custom handrail design. The 
top of the guardrail is at the same 
height as the gates to create a 
continuous edge.
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The screened-in porch overlooks a 
small backyard, but, more 
importantly, it overlooks the garage 
where the couple builds their hand-
pulled carts during Mardi Gras. The 
clients frequently host build parties, 
so new double doors were a must to 
connect their craft room, which used 
to be the master suite, to the 
exterior.
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The clients are avid pool players and 
love to entertain. A pool table 
replaced the existing dining room 
table, and the dining room was 
relocated to a space that was 
formerly a bedroom adjacent to the 
kitchen. The chimney had already 
been brought down to the ceiling, 
and its exposed bricks were 
deteriorating. We took this issue as 
an opportunity to lime-wash the 
fireplace and turn it into a focal point. 
One client is a chef, so the kitchen is 
the true heart of the residence. The 
second bathroom was demolished to 
allow for the stairs, and the hallway 
to the rear yard was renovated to 
allow for a more efficient laundry 
room and a new built-in desk - or 
future bar - at the rear.
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The art was not on the walls when 
these photos were taken, but now 
these walls are full of wonderful 
whimsical painting. The clients have 
a great sense of funky New Orleans 
style, and we used our design 
selections to complement their 
personal tastes. Care was taken to 
preserve the historic casework in this 
room. Stepping through the front 
door, you know you are in for a good 
time when you see the orange pool 
table and the colorful kitchen 
beyond. The rear door was relocated 
so that when you stand at the front 
door you can see clear through to 
the backyard.
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The kitchen is truly the centerpiece 
of this home. We supplemented the 
traditional box cabinets with custom 
wood cabinets and a hood cover that 
we designed with a local millwork 
company. The custom cabinets are 
meant to serve as a bar and to feel 
more like a piece of furniture. The 
iron pot rack was also custom 
designed and fabricated to hold the 
chef’s pots & pans.

We designed this handrail to be 
clean and simple. The bottom of the 
balustrades die directly into the 
treads of the stair. We used 
reclaimed barge board from the 
existing house as an accent wall at 
the landing, as well as along the side 
of the stairs. A door that accesses 
under-stair storage is concealed in 
the seams of the barge board.
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Beyond the kitchen is the dining 
room. We used the chimney and 
recessed ceiling to delineate the 
spaces. The chimney received a 
limewash treatment from a local 
tomb restoration company, and the 
ceiling is covered in a tin tile. Care 
was taken to choose the colors to 
compliment the Orange and Blues 
throughout the house.

At the rear of the house, we 
designed and built a custom office 
space. You can see that this existing 
space was an addition to the old 
house. During demolition, the 
existing clapboard siding was 
revealed, which we decided to 
preserve as the new wall finish. We 
relocated the rear door over three 
feet to allow a view from the front of 
the house to the rear yard and also 
to allow for the built-in office desk.
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We carefully selected the light 
fixtures and created a rhythm with 
the new windows and a series of 
beams in the hallway that connects 
the rooms on the second floor. The 
boxed wood beams, constructed of 
barge board, also ties together the 
second story to the first floor.
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The primary bathroom has an 
incredible shower. As the house 
does not have the proper clearance, 
these windows in the shower are fire 
rated. The front bedroom has a 
custom bench and access to storage 
at the front of the house.
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This is a house that really feels New 
Orleans. The clients and our team 
had so much fun thinking up unique 
ideas and designs that would make 
this house fun to live and entertain 
in. I believe it was the connection 
that the clients have to the city and 
our ability to understand this 
connection that made this a 
successful design.
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