
R-30.01
Building Area: (sf)
1660 sf

Cost per Square Foot: 
$133

Construction Cost
$221,000

Date of Completion:
2018

Program Summary:
The residence is a 3-bedroom, 2-bathroom camp in False River, LA 
which maximizes outdoor living on the waterfront.

Program Statement:
Most buildings seek to resist the extreme conditions in volatile wet, 
hot, humid climates; The residence encourages interaction with 
Louisiana's natural environment. More porch than interior room, the 
camp allows living, dining, cooking, and celebrating to occur under 
roof or in the shade of a 100-year-old cypress tree. Mediating the 
harsh elements required several strategies: Heat and insects are 
mitigated through passive ventilation, fans, and deep shade, and 
establish human comfort outdoors. In addition, the camp is raised 
above grade to protect from flooding and utilizes materiality that does 
not rot, resists insects, can get wet, and can be wiped down to 
minimize maintenance for its periodic occupants. The residence 
consists of three sleeping rooms, a kitchen (indoor and outdoor), two 
"living" porches, one long side porch, two bathrooms, and a 
mezzanine. The lower-level porch functions as a dining area, and the 
upper-level porch acts as the home's living room. To accommodate 
many visitors, the guest bathroom is split into two parts to allow for 
simultaneous use, with a shower room on one side of the living porch 
and a toilet room on the other. On the side porch is space for 
hanging storage of life-vests, floaties, paddles, and other water-sport 
accessories. A mezzanine over the lower-level porch provides easy 
attic access and doubles as a kids' escape. All porches are 
screened, maximize ventilation and shade, and can be completely 
secured with nine roll-up doors when the owners return to the city for 
work. 



R-30.02
Located between LA highway 413 
and the bank of False River in 
Ventress, LA, the residence is a 3-
bedroom, 2-bathroom retreat for 
owners who enjoy life on the water.



R-30.03
The residence is designed to 
maximize outdoor living with 
generous screen porches that act as 
living rooms.

The only conditioned spaces are the 
bedrooms, bathrooms, and kitchen.



R-30.04
The residence steps down the site’s 
slope, like an alligator making its 
way to the river. 

It has a tough hide of corrugated 
metal exterior siding, v-crimp metal 
roofing, and metal roll-up doors to 
protect the camp when it is not in 
use.

Welded wire fabric mounted over the 
stairs provides hanging storage for 
life vests, paddles, and pool noodles.



R-30.05
The rollup doors can completely 
open the house to the outdoors…

… the retractable screens can be 
closed to protect from insects…

… or the rollup doors can be closed 
when the owners are away and to 
protect from storms.



R-30.06
Outside/inside view at the upper 
living porch framing the spine of the 
residence.

Openings on either side of the 
screened in “living porch” promote 
cross-ventilation.



R-30.07
The angled dining porch captures 
the prevailing breezes.

The ships ladder leads to a 
mezzanine for easy attic access and 
a kids play area.



R-30.08
View from mezzanine.



R-30.09
The conditioned guest bedrooms are 
fitted with bunkbeds to maximize 
sleeping capacity for family 
gatherings. 

Mini-splits allow for flexible control of 
each bedroom’s temperature and 
reduce energy costs.

To allow bathroom use by multiple 
guests at once, the guest bathroom 
is split by function on either side of 
the upper living porch: a powder 
room on one side and a shower 
room on the other.

The bathrooms use reclaimed 
cypress countertops and durable, 
easy-to-clean materials.



R-30.10
On the water-front side of the house, 
the kitchen has reclaimed cypress 
countertops and shelving and 
farmhouse sink rescued by the 
owners. 

From the sink, the slider window 
provides a visual connection to the 
water.



R-30.11
The stadium seats and stairs on the 
water-front façade hug a 100-year-
old cypress tree which provides 
generous shade for the dining porch.

The stairs and seats provide seating 
for gathering, cleaning fish, or 
enjoying the view.

An outdoor shower tucked between 
the porch and stadium seating offers 
a place to rinse off after a day on the 
water.



R-30.12
As night falls, the interior lighting 
causes the screened porches to 
glow like lanterns.



R-30.13
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