
R405.01
Building Area: (sf)
House: 3,380 sf
Cabana: 445 sf
Kitchen/Storage:  121 sf

Cost per Square Foot: 
(withheld)

Construction Cost
(withheld)

Date of Completion:
January 2021

Program Summary:
Renovation of an existing single-family residence including pool, 
cabana, and outdoor kitchen.

Program Statement:
An ambitious renovation of a historic center hall cottage, this project 
included a full renovation of the existing home and development of a 
true backyard oasis for the owners: pool with hot tub, covered 
outdoor dining + kitchen, pool cabana, storage, and ample offstreet
parking.  The project lot was unique in that it was a combination of 
several smaller lots into one L-shaped site with the formal entry on 
one block and the driveway entry around the corner. The original 
portion of the home was in good condition, but a rear addition added 
later had suffered significant deterioration due to deferred 
maintenance. This renovation removed that rear addition and 
reconstructed it as a modern extension to the cottage, with 
expansive openings to the backyard and a covered porch. A home 
office and guest suite were added in the previously-unused attic, 
accessed by a bespoke bent-steel stair rising dramatically above the 
living room. A modern kitchen is supplemented by a butler’s pantry 
that mediates between the historic and new areas. The master suite 
on the first floor includes a sitting room and pass-through closet, and 
a single-story addition was restored as a second guest suite, 
complete with private entrance and porch. In the yard, the cabana is 
on axis with the outdoor dining, with the pool stretching between, and 
landscaping that will give a lushness when it reaches maturity. 



R405.02
Renovated street frontage showing 
new concrete stair centered on front 
door entry vestibule. Operable, slip-
head windows were fully repaired 
and made functional again. Shutters 
were repaired in all locations.

From the street, this house has all 
the hallmarks of a historic New 
Orleans home. 



R405.03
Deterioration of roof, walls, and 
floors at the rear portion of the house 
necessitated a more drastic 
renovation strategy. The screened 
porch, overhang, and lean-to were 
removed and the historic center hall 
cottage form of the building was 
extended toward the backyard for 
the living/dining/kitchen and porch.

The line of demarcation between the 
historic and new portions of building 
occur between the Butler’s Pantry 
and the front Living/Dining, and 
between the Center Hall and the rear 
Living. The discrete openings are 
trimmed on four sides with plate 
steel (to match stair undercarriage), 
giving a clear sign that one is moving 
from the front of the house to the 
modern rear build-out.

Demolition Plan: Main House

New Site + Floor Plan



R405.04
Existing conditions before 
renovation.

Top Row
Left: Front entrance. The concrete 
stair had been built or moved do that 
it centered on a column to the left of 
the front door. One aspect of the 
project was to rebuild that stair on 
axis with the front door, which would 
have been its original condition.

Right: Rear of house. Cottage 
gabled roof seen furthest back, with 
various additions coming off of that 
mass: on—story lean-to addition, 
covered + screened porch, and the 
addition to the right (future guest 
room).

Bottom Row
Left: Rear porch with open area and 
screened-in section

Right: The existing porch to the left, 
with a view toward the low-slung 
accessory structure that would be 
renovated into the cabana



R405.05
Top left: Center Hall with all plaster 
restored. The ceiling is painted with 
a high sheen to reflect light in the 
long hallway.

Top center: View to the backyard 
through the Center Hall. The 
opening is squared off with minimal 
steel plate trim on four sides and is 
the threshold between the historic 
front of house and modern rear 
addition.

Top right: The small Powder Room 
off the Center Hall (last door on right 
in top center photo) features jellyfish 
wallpaper, a matte black glass sink 
with integral bowl + top, and a 
crystal ball pendant light in the 
corner for a totally immersive 
experience.

Bottom:  Front parlour fireplace with 
new custom stone mantel and all 
plaster and decorative elements 
restored. In the bottom right photo 
the steel trimmed opening into the 
Butler’s Pantry is flooded with light 
from the back of the house.



R405.06
Livng/Kitchen/Breakfast Nook

The interplay of form, plane, and 
light in the rear part of the house are 
distinctly modern, a contrast to the 
traditional front of house. The corner 
doors fully open from the living to the 
porch. The kitchen clerestory 
window frames the tops of trees in 
the adjacent yard, and a window at 
the bottom of the staircase is on axis 
and frames a view of landscaping as 
well.

Seen in the top right photo is a 
remnant of a former chimney, the 
other side of which is expressed in 
the Master Bathroom shower. To the 
right of the chimney is a custom 
wood clad art niche. Behind the 
couch is a recessed shelf in the wall 
clad in the same wood as the kitchen 
cabinets. 

Almost invisible in this image is a 
trimless door into a closet below the 
stairs. Also visually inconspicuous 
are roll down solar shades for the 
large glass openings.

A lighter colored wood floor was 
selected for the new rear addition to 
contrast the darker historic floors in 
the front. 

The kitchen cabinets are a mix of a 
mid-tone wood veneer and glossy 
white lacquer cabinets. Along the 
exterior wall, the center counter is 
flanked by panel-front refrigerator 
and freezer. A recessed exhaust 
hood allows the clerestory window 
full exposure. The backsplash is a 
solid slab continuation of the 
countertop quartzite material. 



R405.07
Top: The fully custom stair was 
detailed with a folded steel plate 
undercarriage and wood risers + 
treads, steel bar and rod handrail, 
and in-wall recessed step lights. The 
steel undercarriage is revealed 
between the wood treads/risers and 
the finished gyp board wall below as 
a continuous element that is then 
fully exposed as the star passes 
over the Center Hall door and 
reaches the attic level. Large 
landings at the bottom of the stair 
give a sense of gradual movement, 
and negate the need for handrails on 
the lower flight.

Bottom left: View from the kitchen to 
the Butler’s Pantry on the left and 
center hall on the right. Both 
openings are framed in plate steel 
matching the staircase.

Bottom right: From the Butler’s 
Pantry looking into the front 
Living/Dining room, an abandoned 
chimney is expressed in the small 
space. Custom cabinetry following 
the design thrust of the kitchen 
continues here, with a wet bar to the 
left, microwave/coffee maker cabinet 
column, and additional storage. To 
the right are the clothes washer and 
dryer, located in cabinets below a 
deep countertop for folding and 
stacking laundry. The four-sided 
steel frame in the opening is notably 
visible here.



R405.08
Master Bathroom.

Left: View from Master Bedroom. 
Shower glass is smoked black, with 
black terracotta tiles to the ceiling, 
framing a chimney remnant.

Right: A custom master double 
vanity on the left sits across from the 
large shower, and a tall single pane 
new window lets in generous natural 
light.

Bottom and left and center: Master 
Bedroom with its signature bay 
window shape and minimalist 
furniture. 

Bottom right: Master Suite Sitting 
Room



R405.09
The attic build-out took advantage of 
a tall roof peak that allowed multiple 
spaces to be integrated into the 
home’s program.

Top: The first space encountered at 
the top of the stair is the Home 
Office. It overlooks the Living Room, 
is flooded with natural light from the 
back wall of the house, and whose 
dynamic shape feels distinctly 
modern in keeping with the living 
spaces below.

Bottom left: Looking from the Office 
through the picture window out to the 
backyard. The custom window 
follows the shape of the roof slope, 
and the ceiling planks can be seen 
continuing from interior to exterior. 
On the right is a niche created to 
expose a chimney remnant.

Bottom center: At the street side of 
the attic, a Guest Suite features a 
large sleeping/lounge room with a 
pull-out trundle bed below a platform 
seating area, a bathroom with 
skylight, and closets. Attic storage is 
accessed on either side of the 
platform, seen here with their 
invisible trim installation.

Bottom right: Attic before renovation. 
Collar ties and kickers were removed 
and the roof given support using the 
new interior walls.



R405.10
Rear of house with addition 
extension maintaining the shape of 
the gabled roof, but breaking down 
the massing so the elevation is 
asymmetrical. Use of different 
spacing of board + batten siding in 
the porch recess is a subtle textural 
shift that contrasts the traditional 
lapped siding on the rest of the 
house.

The outdoor kitchen + storage and 
the cabana are clad in heat treated 
ash, which will age out to a silvery 
grey over time.

Coral tile creates the full courtyard, 
pool coping, and steps to the porch.



R405.11
Left: View from the porch toward the 
pool cabana. The cabana features a 
kitchenette and bathroom, with an 
open floor area and large wall 
mounted tv for outdoor entertaining. 
Accordion glass doors allow the front 
wall to fully open up to the pool deck 
for seamless flow and a further 
blurring between indoors and out. 
The pool deck coral tile continues 
into the cabana, which also features 
Venetian plaster rubbed walls.

Right: Axial view of the gate from the 
driveway/parking to the backyard. A 
custom metal gate picks up on the 
language of the wood slats 
elsewhere in the project. The 
covered outdoor dining + kitchen are 
on axis with the cabana. Contained 
within this enclosure are areas for 
storage and trash bins. 



R405.12
Throughout the house, conscious 
efforts were made to design and 
construct in a sustainable way. 
Interior materials were salvaged and 
reused where possible, insulation 
throughout was upgraded and 
windows + doors reglazed and 
caulked for better envelop 
performance. 

Solar panels present before the 
renovation were slightly relocated to 
allow for part of the roof to be 
removed: A mechanical well was 
carved out to locate the condensing 
units off the ground. It isn’t visible 
from any public rights of way, so the 
historic integrity of the home is 
maintained.

Low-flow plumbing fixtures, Energy 
Star appliances, LED lights, smart 
home systems, and locally-sourced 
materials all contributed to the 
successful upgrades made to the 
house to bring it into the modern era 
both architecturally and 
operationally. 
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