
RR-15.01
Building Area: (sf)
3,400 SQ.FT.

Cost per Square Foot: 
Undisclosed

Construction Cost
Undisclosed

Date of Completion:
April 2020

Program Summary:
A 1958 home on the Vermilion River in Lafayette’s Bendel Gardens 
neighborhood. The project involved a major restoration of not only 
the home but many of the original furniture pieces, as well as a new 
landscape design.

Program Statement:
The new owner of this home is only its second owner. When 
purchased, the house needed substantial repairs. The roof and 
ceilings were significantly sagging, brickwork on the iconic chimney 
was damaged, the roof was leaking, and the windows were in need 
of repair.

Some of the most iconic features typical of the period were 
preserved. The original terrazzo flooring was restored to its former 
glory, wood panels were repaired, and bathroom tiles were 
preserved.

The new landscape design incorporates orthogonal lines that play off 
of the planes of the house to complete a riverside oasis in the middle 
of the city.



RR-15.02
Front Entry

Typical of 1950’s America, the 
picture window and large chimney 
and large overhanging low sloped 
roof were brought to the front in this 
restoration.

The roof line was sagging and the 
top of the chimney was damaged 
and in need of repointing. Windows 
were replaced to follow new wind 
and energy codes; however, the 
original aluminum windows were 
replaced with similar aluminum 
sliders.

The original teal color for the 
shutters were color matched from 
the original color. The soffit and 
fascia were painted bronze to better 
define the intersection of the 
horizontal plane of the roof with the 
vertical plane of the chimney. 



RR-15.03
Before Photos

The house needed significant repairs 
when the current owners purchased 
it.

The asbestos roof was sagging and 
leaking and the top of the chimney 
was damaged. In addition, interior 
light levels were low.
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RR-15.04
Living and Dining Rooms

The hearth was repaired and 
repointed, carpeting replaced with 
wood, and yellowed wallpaper 
replaced with new.

The furniture is mostly reupholstered 
original. The Heywood Wakefield 
tables were original to the home 
along with the clock and figurine 
lamp.

The new light fixture in the dining 
room is a Jonathan Adler design. 
The colors were inspired by a 
mixture of original colors on the 
home and art that the new home 
owner had for the home.



RR-15.05
Kitchen

The bells and whistles of the kitchen 
were retained and celebrated as a 
legacy of the Atomic Age.

The original cabinet faces were 
restored and the pulls and hardware 
polished. The skylight was replaced 
and a cove light added for special 
illumination in the evenings.

The terrazzo flooring was restored 
and polished. The countertop was 
replaced with quartz and the original 
appliances and fixtures were 
replaced with modern ones that 
complemented the existing interior 
features.  



RR-15.06
Living room and Entry

The “three sisters,” as our firm called 
the original-to-the-home chairs, were 
reupholstered in yellow with green 
pillows to match the owners art.

The blue paint and rug were pulled 
from the terrazzo floors in the 
neighboring spaces.



RR-15.07
Lounge

Overlooking the Vermilion River one 
can easily watch boats go by while 
sipping a cocktail made at the 
home’s original bar.

Wood paneling was cleaned and 
touched up along with the terrazzo 
floors. The furniture was mostly 
original; however, all required 
refinishing to bring them back to their 
former glory.



RR-15.08
Breakfast Area

Also overlooking the river one can 
wake up while enjoying the views out 
and into the sunken den.

The light fixture here was found in 
the attic and restored for the 
breakfast area. Furniture shown is 
new but made from classic designs 
from the era. 



RR-15.09
Sunken Den

As many wood panels as possible 
were saved and repaired. The ceiling 
here was sagging several inches 
and the roof required major 
structural redesigning. The sectional 
sofas were original to the home but 
were reupholstered.



RR-15.10
Bedroom

Originally used as the master 
bedroom. The blue color on the walls 
respected the old color of the room 
but new wood flooring replaced the 
carpeting.



RR-15.11
Black and Yellow Tiled Bathroom

Bathrooms were tiled with 4x4 inch 
porcelain, iconic for the period. This 
guest bathroom was painted all 
black to bring out the tile and let the 
yellow flooring and shower shine.



RR-15.12
Pink Tiled Bathroom

One of the favorite rooms in the 
home. The pink tile was cleaned and 
the tub was refinished with its 
original pink color. In order to 
contrast navy was chosen for the 
trim and cabinets while damaged 
pink floral wallpaper was replaced 
with this palm wallpaper.



RR-15.13
Backyard

The original retaining wall was 
preserved while a more 
contemporary design with oversized 
stepping stones cascades into the 
original lower level. The different 
areas for entertainment on the 
riverfront were important not only in 
the 1950’s but also to the new 
homeowner. 
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