
RR170.01
Building Area: (sf)
12,600 SF

Cost per Square Foot: 
$516 / SF

Construction Cost
$6.5M

Date of Completion:
2019

Program Summary:
A 12,600 SF structure of mixed use occupancy, including a first floor 
infill, rooftop addition, mezzanine removal and SHPO criteria  
adherence for historic tax credits.

Program Statement:
888 Girod Street was originally constructed in the early 1900s as home to the 
New Orleans Paint Company and the Valspar Paint Company. Throughout the 
years it was a paint company, automotive tire company and a men’s club. For 
its intended use, the owner wished to create apartments on the upper floors 
which would include an historic mezzanine level, and a commercial space on 
the ground floor. This project required removing the mezzanine since it was not 
code compliant, filling in the first floor and restructuring the third floor. The 
complexity of working with the existing structural system was important to this 
project. This project was important to the historical neighborhood as it was the 
first “high rise” building in the City and marks the corner of a major intersection. 
The building’s unusual dimensions of 25’-0” in width by 100”-0” in length are in 
keeping with historic classical orders of loggia’s of a ratio of 1:4.This was a 
unique opportunity for working with 21st century programming and was one of 
the main characteristics that the owner wanted to enhance. 
Working with the HDLC and SHPO offices, the architect developed a 
penthouse scheme, inclusive of computer 3D renderings and contractor 
provided mock ups to assure that the penthouse would not negatively impact 
the historic relevance of the building. 

Furthermore, the architect has continued to work with local historic AHJ’s and 
the owner to assure that the contractor follows strict adherence to the contract 
drawings for both safety and historic preservation adherence. 



RR170.02
SITE ANALYSIS

Located at the corner of Girod Street 
and Baronne Street, the site is 
confined by sidewalks and streets 
with relatively dense pedestrian and 
vehicular activity

1908 Sanborn Maps show the 
original building labeled as “Revere 
Rubber Co.”

This building is now back in 
commerce and sets the stage for the 
area exhibiting a well rehabilitated 
structure with a unique shape while 
maintaining a dynamic infill corner 
condition in the neighborhood.



RR170.03
BUILDING HISTORY

Originally constructed in the early 
1900s as home to the New Orleans 
Paint Company, the Valspar Paint 
Company, and the Revere Rubber 
Company. The structure is a four 
story masonry building with heavy 
timber primary beams, spanned by 
an average 5.5” thick layered 
assembly of tongue and groove 
wood plank flooring and 3” wood 
sleepers.



RR170.04
EXISTING EXTERIOR 
CONDITIONS

Prior to the project the building was 
abandoned in 2011 after 
construction budget issues with the 
previous owner. The building has 
been unoccupied with boarded 
windows since.



RR170.05
EXISTING INTERIOR PHOTOS

The project site served as a Flex 
Bath House/Spa/Gym from 
approximately 1979 to 2011. The 
first floor was comprised of a 
whirlpool area, spa showers and 
steam rooms, as well as reception 
and office areas. The second floor 
was comprised of a workout area, 
kitchen and bar/lounge areas. The 
third floor was comprised of thirty 
sleeping cubicles and the fourth floor 
was comprised of bedrooms and a 
storage area. There was a wood 
deck on the roof.

Top Left:
Wood deck rooftop

Top Right:
First Floor Reception

Bottom Left:
Third Floor bedrooms

Bottom Right:
First Floor Whirlpool



RR170.06
DEMOLITION PHASE

During demolition, the original 
historical structure of the building 
was exposed.Most notably, the third 
floor incorporates an inverted metal 
truss support system that would be 
required to be kept in the project as 
per the direction of the State Historic 
Preservation Office (SHPO).

Top Left:
Second floor showing exposed 
structure and decking, masonry 
walls and columns. Reference Slides 
12 and 14 for “after” images.

Top Right:
Framing for elevator shaft and 
stairwell. Both means of egress were 
replaced in same location.

Bottom:
Third floor showing inverted truss 
system. Reference Slide 12 for 
“after” images.



RR170.07
PROPOSED PLANS

With new ownership of the building 
the owner and architect worked 
together to create a program 
consisting of:
• First floor lobby with business 

occupancy.
• The mezzanine was
removed (it did not meet
code in the original condition)
• Floors 2-4 became single
unit residences (each unit is
approximately 2330 net
square feet).

Due to the ratio of the building the 
owner wanted to experience the 
shape and form from the interior.



RR170.08
PROPOSED PLANS

• Floor 4 became a split level
unit with an interior stair for
access to the fifth floor
addition (approximately 900
square feet)
• The elevator is accessible to
floors 2-4 only. The fifth floor
is exclusive to the occupants
of the split-level unit on the
fourth floor.



RR170.09
INTERIOR RENDERINGS

• Renderings showing Levels 2-4 
residential units



RR170.10
EXTERIOR IMAGES

The historical features of the exterior 
were rehabilitated and restored to 
their original form while modern 
features were added to enhance the 
design.

Existing brick was repointed and 
cleaned - with necessary 
replacement brick at areas matching 
the existing. All brick patterning on 
the building facade facing Baronne 
Street was maintained and 
preserved.

The brick parapet was repaired to 
ensure structural integrity.
New scuppers were installed to 
match existing. Decorative sills were 
repaired.

Windows were replaced and a new 
storef front was added for the Girod 
St. condo entrance.



RR170.11
EXTERIOR IMAGES

The new roof top addition is clad in 
stucco and the wood deck was 
refurbished with a stainless steel 
guardrail with metal panel infill.



RR170.12
INTERIOR IMAGES

TOP:
New curved partition with Venetian 
plaster finish opposite of exposed 
original brick wall in corridors on 
Level 2 &3.

BOTTOM:
Kitchen and Living space showing 
the painted inverted metal truss 
support system that was required to 
be kept in the project as per the 
direction of the State Historic 
Preservation Office (SHPO).



RR170.13
INTERIOR IMAGES

Bedroom and bathroom space on 
third floor showing new windows with 
complementary views of the grand 
mural across the street.
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