
RR-190.01
Building Area: (sf)
18,273 SF

Cost per Square Foot: 
$252

Construction Cost
$4.6M

Date of Completion:
November 2020

Program Summary:
Historic rehabilitation of a 4-story brick masonry commercial building 
circa-1850 with Mid-Century Modern slipcover and conversion of 
existing office spaces for modern banking operations.

Program Statement:
Designed for a banking client, 353 Carondelet consists of a circa-
1850 four-story brick masonry commercial building situated within a 
block-long row of identical structures historically known as “Union 
Row.”  In 1958, existing party walls were removed, and the iconic 
Mid-Century Modern slipcover was installed on two facades, landing 
it on the national register.

The slipcover consists of black porcelain enamel faced metal panels 
punctuated by vertical strips of aluminum windows and tan recessed 
spandrels panels. The exterior renovation of this cover included 
complete replacement of the deteriorated metal panels and vertical 
windows. New curtain walls were installed on the Carondelet facade 
to increase natural light. The new glazing, including frames, are dark 
to blend with the historic paneling.



RR-190.02
HISTORIC CONTEXT 

353 Carondelet was historically part 
of a circa-1850 block-long row of 
identical structures know historically 
as “Union Row.”

In 1958, renovations combined two 
buildings and the existing 
Mid-Century Modern slipcover was 
added to the Carondelet and Perdido 
street facades creating the iconic 
and memorable appearance and 
landing it on the national register.

After renovation, 2020

Before renovation, 2018After construction, 1958



RR-190.03
EXTERIOR CONDITIONS: 
EXISTING

The existing black porcelain enamel 
slipcover deteriorated due to trapped 
water behind the panels and no exit. 

Existing anchors and sheathing also 
showed signs of water intrusion and 
deterioration. The entire facade was 
deemed un-salvageable due to the 
unique porcelain enamel and the 
entire facade was recreated in kind.



RR-190.04
EXTERIOR DETAILING

The slipcover consists of black 
porcelain enamel faced metal panels 
punctuated by vertical strips of 
aluminum windows and tan recessed 
spandrels panels. 

The exterior renovation included 
replacing the deteriorated metal 
panels and windows and adding new 
windows on the Carondelet Street 
side to increase natural light on the 
upper floors.  



RR-190.05
EXTERIOR RENOVATIONS: 
PROCESS 

The replacement and installation of 
the new metal panels required 
significant coordination efforts 
between the entire team. 

The masonry wall on Perdido Street 
had an extreme variation in the 
horizontal and vertical plane. Metal 
furring strips were added along the 
entire facade with shims in certain 
areas to create an even surface for 
the metal panels to attach. 

Steel anchors held the opening in 
the correct plane to maintain the 
historic relationship between the 
metal panel and aluminum framing.



RR-190.06
EXTERIOR RENOVATION

The existing facade only had one 
row of windows on the Carondelet 
Street side. In order to transform the 
building into a modern-day 
workspace, new openings were 
added to allow for as much natural 
light as possible. 

The glazing and framing were dark 
in color in order to match the new 
metal panels as closely as possible. 

Additionally, the new openings  
matched the width of an existing 
panel to limit interference with the 
historic pattern of the facade.



RR-190.07
SCOPE AND PROGRAM 

The existing bank and office space 
maintained the same functionality, 
but a new flow was required to meet 
modern-day working and banking 
operations. 

Partitions were created to maintain 
separation between the public and 
private banking operations. Glass 
was used to allow light to filter 
through the space while acoustic 
materials, such as sound absorbing 
wall panels and ceiling tiles, were 
used to combat the hard surface 
reflection.

Third and Fourth Floor 

Future Office Space 

Second Floor

Bank Headquarters

First Floor

Bank and Accounting



RR-190.08
HISTORIC COMPONENTS

The first-floor former bank spaces 
date to the 1958 renovation and 
consist of a large open banking area 
with a curved marble clad counter, 
wood slat office dividers, and 
terrazzo floors.

The historic stone from the bank 
teller desk was salvaged and reused 
to create the same desk with slight 
modifications for modern day 
banking operations.

The existing bank vault was 
maintained and the pattern and 
lettering on the door was refinished 
to match the existing. The bank vault 
now operates as the break room.

Before Renovation: 2018

After Renovation: 2020



RR-190.09
INTERIOR RENOVATION 

The former large and open banking 
area now required a new level of 
separation and privacy.  Glass wall 
partitions were added to create 
offices while maintaining light 
distribution to the windowless center 
of the building.

The wood slat office dividers were 
protected throughout construction for 
use during for bank transactions. 

The existing terrazzo floors where 
refinished and patched.



RR-190.10
ENTRY SEQUENCE

The second-floor functions as an 
executive office and consists of 
offices, break out workspaces, board 
room and break room. 

The office floor plan was driven by 
the need to provide privacy for  
associates throughout day-to-day 
operations while maximizing light 
distribution through the space.



RR-190.11
RE-IMAGINED WORKSPACE

The need for a quick, private 
meeting space generated a floating 
volume of meeting/flex space. 
Holding the walls off the ceiling 
creates a light shelf for additional 
natural light to transfer to the rear of 
the space. Acoustic ceiling 
treatments and light fixtures add a 
layer of sound absorption to 
counteract the use of glass walls.

Along with furniture selections to 
match the Mid-Century nature of the 
building, artwork was selected for 
each space to provide a cohesive 
design throughout the entire 
building. 



RR-190.12
CONFERENCE ROOM: 
ACOUSTIC SEPARATION

The mix of transparent and solid 
wood veneered panels 
accomplished this while maintaining 
an executive aesthetic. 

The conference room was fitted with 
acoustic hanging panels to provide 
the utmost privacy for banking 
operations. 
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