
RR-255.01
Building Area: (sf)
5,917 SF

Cost per Square Foot: 
$1,447.71 / SF

Construction Cost
$8,566,117

Date of Completion:
May 2020

Program Summary:
The museum showcases a collection of items reflecting military
history and heritage of leaders since the inception of the school.

Program Statement:
The exhibit is designed to tell the story of military history through the
individual experiences of alumni, their leadership, contributions,
sacrifices, and education. It will honor the veterans and celebrate
their military service as well as service to their communities. A focus
on tradition will inspire and educate all who walk through the exhibit’s
path of historical vision, a path that does not illustrate individual wars
but celebrates these patriotic individuals who made the greatest
sacrifice in the wars which secured freedom throughout the world.

We learn to appreciate the heart and emotional strength of these
students/soldiers through the exhibits’ compass points of time, each
exhibit component’s historical era viewed through the looking glass
of a patriot’s story. This appreciation grows as each story unfolds and
we realize that this is an important story. It is important to the
community, to Louisiana, America, and the world!



RR-255.02
The building has a classical 
aesthetic with its large spread base 
floor and strong columns to support 
the structure.
The rising campanile serves as a 
beacon, informing the campus of the 
importance of this space. 

As with all great things, it must have 
a good foundation based on history. 
This building does just that by 
making the building a museum to the 
history of this campus and those 
who have served and  sacrificed for 
our freedom.



RR-255.03
The classic symmetrical floor plan 
splits the building into two distinct 
areas to celebrate the history being 
presented to the public. While both 
house historical artifacts of the 
school, there is a division made 
based on a timeline set forth within 
the exhibit.



RR-255.04
Exterior details of the original 
building design was meticulously 
duplicated, even in the lanterns 
within the courtyard. Historic 
accuracy was given top priority 
throughout construction.



RR-255.05
The exterior of the building is 
classically inspired and is one of the 
earliest structures on the campus. It 
has a familiarity to which generations 
of students have become 
accustomed. 

Because of its historical and 
personal importance, it was 
imperative to stay true to the 
aesthetic of the original design. 
While aged portions of the building 
needed to be updated or replaced, 
the original look was maintained with 
all renovations.



RR-255.06
Images captured from above during 
and after construction show the 
extensive nature of the renovation.



RR-255.07
To preserve the historic integrity of 
the exterior façade and provide 
adequate climate control,  custom 
aluminum windows were designed 
and fabricated to match the original 
wood windows in both their 
configuration (upper hopper 
window/lower casement window) 
and their wood muntin/trim profiles. 

To protect the artifacts housed in the 
museum, all windows contain 
electrically-adjusted tinted glass with 
the ability to block up to 90% of 
sunlight and are controlled by 
exterior mounted light sensors.



RR-255.08
The campanile was one of the first 
structures on the present campus. 
To preserve and celebrate its 
history, custom door handles were 
designed with the original campus 
logo. Fabricated from solid bronze, 
the handles were tarnished to match 
the existing bronze gates. 



RR-255.09
Original bronze plaques can be 
found on the rotunda walls, bearing 
the names of those who gave their 
lives in, as one plaque states, “The 
Great War”, as it was constructed 
prior to WWII.

Large plaques were repositioned to 
allow for the addition of four smaller 
plaques including names of 
previously omitted Louisianans who 
gave their lives. 

Stretch fabric acoustic wall panels 
were used throughout the building 
on both the ceilings and walls to 
provide low maintenance finishes, 
soften the spaces, and reduce 
reverberance.



RR-255.10
The original building was 
unconditioned, and its interior was 
finished in white plaster throughout. 

Remnants of the building’s original 
plaster entablature were discovered 
and documented to guide in the 
design of a new wood entablature 
that would serve the buildings 
modern needs, while adding warmth 
to the space. 



RR-255.11
As with the attention to detail of the 
plaster entablature, the original 
drawings illustrated ornate details 
throughout the building - including 
white plaster pilasters between each 
window, ceiling medallions and wood 
pocket doors, to name a few. Each 
of these were meticulously  
reconstructed with white oak to 
honor the original design intent.

When first constructed, radiators 
were located behind grills beneath 
each window. All piping was abated 
from the building during the 
renovation. New radiator grills were 
fabricated to match the original 
design intent and were installed as 
indicated on the original drawings.



RR-255.12
Museum exhibits were designed and 
installed in collaboration to blend 
with the design features of the 
building. All exhibits are movable 
with custom platforms to allow for 
flexible use of the spaces.

Every aspect of the display areas 
were updated with discreet modern 
technologies, including whole 
building audio-visual capability, while 
maintaining the historic integrity.  

Once again, the tower serves as a 
reminder of those who made the 
ultimate sacrifice for our country. 



RR-255.13
As part of the improvements and 
renovation of the building, an entire 
new lighting  package was designed 
to emphasize the classical attributes 
of the exterior. This lighting package 
was designed to be energy efficient, 
and the placement of all equipment 
was handled as to not deter from the 
aesthetics of the building.  
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