
RR265.01
Building Area: (sf)
3,468 SF

Cost per Square Foot: 
$519

Construction Cost
$1,800,000

Date of Completion:
2019

Program Summary:
Adaptive reuse and restoration of a historic home as a boutique hotel 
with event venue capabilities.

Program Statement:

A labour of love for the Owner, the renovation to the property at 
Margaret Place was approached with great care for the historic fabric 
of the home but with an eye toward modernization and integration of 
systems. Formerly a grand, single-family residence is a three-story 
masonry structure complete with a two-story carriage house 
connected via a second floor balcony. The re-visioning of the house 
resulted in a program including an Owner’s suite, five bed and 
breakfast rooms, formal parlour, dining room, and kitchen. A 
generous courtyard runs alongside the main house, outfitted with 
lush tropicals and tucked-away seating areas. The courtyard is 
accessed directly through three new sets of French doors from the 
dining room, which replaced a non-historic window in that location. 

Throughout the house, historic materials were preserved and 
repaired in place or replaced in kind, such as plaster walls and 
ceilings, decorative moldings + ceiling medallions, and the grand 
wood staircase in the main hall. Bespoke wall finishes complement 
each room, and historic details such as carved fireplace mantels are 
restored and celebrated. 



RR265.02
A historical image showing the 
primary townhouse in its original 
configuration. The primary structure 
is a plainly detailed masonry and 
plaster exterior with a grand covered 
wrought iron second floor balcony 
and an ornate American style 
entrance. The façade mixes a 
construction type and ornamentation 
that is more common to downtown 
Creole townhosues with typological 
elements more characteristic of the 
uptown American townhouses such 
as an interior stair hall and an 
entirely residential layout rather than 
the downtown style which would 
have typically included a ground 
floor commercial tenant with a 
carriageway access to a courtyard 
stair for the residential spaces 
above.

Existing

Formerly a grand, single family 
residence with bed and breakfast, 
the building prior to renovation was 
in need of upgrades to all building 
systems, repair to interior finish 
materials, structural repairs to the 
rear building and balcony, and 
modernization of the kitchen and 
bathrooms. 

In the lower left photo, the three 
windows grouped together on the 
first floor were the non-historic 
elements replaced by operable 
French doors, allowing free flow 
between interior and exterior space.
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A Breath of New Life

Formerly a grand, single family 
residence with bed and breakfast, 
the building prior to renovation was 
in need of upgrades to all building 
systems, repair to interior finish 
materials, structural repairs to the 
rear building and balcony, and 
modernization of the kitchen and 
bathrooms. 

Exterior 

A more modern take on the front 
windows is seen in this image: 
oversized double-hung windows with 
minimal lite division enhance the 
openness of the façade while also 
giving a hint that this iteration of the 
house is a modernization of the 
historic home. 

Subtle exterior lighting via gas 
sconces marks the entrance, while 
light + landscaping in the courtyard 
create a tempting atmosphere that 
begs to be explored. 



The original structure is a grand 
single family American style 
residential townhouse that blends an 
American typology with some 
elements of Creole townhouse  
expression.

Similar to Creole style, the 
townhouse is a masonry and plaster 
structure with a wrought iron gallery 
with the building face set directly on 
the public right of way.

In keeping with American 
sensibilities of the time, the whole 
structure is a residence. The 
entrance is expressed distinctly with 
an interior entrance to a hall 
containing a grand stair. This 
contrasts with a Creole style would 
have favored an exterior  
carriageway passageway with 
vertical circulation for the residential 
use at the rear and a separate 
commercial tenant facing the street. 

In addition to the interior American 
style interior entrance hall 
circulation, the property features an 
exterior Creole style courtyard stair 
located between the primary 
structure and the rear carriage-
house secondary building where the 
two are joined by a side gallery.
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Elevations 

The primary townhouse structure, 
service wing, and carriagehouse are 
depicted as restored.

Extensive repairs were made to the 
exterior facades and building 
envelope following strict preservation 
guidelines.

The work Included masonry 
repointing, plasterwork, restoration 
and replacement of historic 
openings, and extensive 
reconstruction of the second floor of 
the carriagehouse structure. All 
primary and secondary roofs were 
upgraded with a standing seam 
metal panel system for significantly 
improved hurricane resistance.
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RR265.06
The parlor of the primary townhouse 
functions as a swing space that can 
be adapted as a formal lounge for 
events or more informal living space 
when the venue is not booked. 
Versace wallpaper selected by the 
owner accents the interior wall of the 
space.

Custom made furniture for the room 
was commissioned from a local 
fabricator and owner friend of the 
owner. Evoking the look of classic 
southern furniture covered with linen 
slipcovers, the pieces are 
deceptively lightweight and 
reconfigurable.

When the hotel is not hosting events 
or guests, the room can be 
repurposed into a more informal and 
comfortable living space for the 
owner, who maintains a primary 
residence in a suite on the premises.



RR265.07
The owner’s kitchen is located in the 
rear portion of the primary building, 
opening onto the courtyard.

The kitchen is composed of stainless 
steel worksurfaces, fixtures, and 
equipment. Everything new in the 
kitchen was designed with a 
principle of reversibility in mind. The 
owner and design teams worked 
together to draw a clear distinction 
between the stainless steel 
worksurfaces, fixtures and 
equipment of the renovated kitchen 
and the carefully stripped back and 
restored  elements of the service 
wing’s original brick and timber 
structure.
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The dining room opens out to the 
courtyard connecting the entrance 
hall to the kitchen in the rear. 
Enlarged custom millwork openings 
create a more permeable 
relationship with the exterior.

Similar to the parlor this space is 
used in a flexible auxiliary space 
during events. The dining room is 
frequently pressed into service as 
the location for the event bar given 
its easy access to both the exterior 
and the front parlor. 

Curtain tracks, located above the 
picture rail trim allow the space to be 
dressed up with full height curtain 
treatments in a more theatrical 
manner when desired.
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The carriagehouse guestrooms are 
in a more heavily reconstructed part 
of the structure and are treated with 
subtly modern detailing, Material 
choices such as beadboard and 
painted millwork are a nod to the 
historic style and era of the original 
architecture without descending into 
pastiche.

Custom millwork is contemporary in 
design and provides a combination 
of functions: display shelving, desk, 
and window seats. The piece also 
includes wardrobe storage for 
clothes reminiscent of classic New 
Orleans patterns, rather than a built-
in closet.

Natural light, floor to ceiling large 
format tile, and sophisticated shower 
features give a spa sensibility to 
bathrooms.
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The guest suites are designed with 
varying levels of formality in different 
parts of the property. The main suite 
in the townhouse, for instance, is 
more formal faithfully preserved, with 
modern interventions deftly hidden.
However the rear connector and 
service wing originally featured a 
less formal unplastered brick finish. 

The less formal context of this part of 
the original building allowed the 
design team to be more overtly 
playful, painterly and mysterious with 
the materials and textures in this 
suite.
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The ornate detailing of the grand 
main suite of the main townhouse 
was carefully preserve and 
highlighted. 

Full height curtains accent the 
proportions. The main suite’s bath 
includes highly technical bathing and 
showering fixtures with a 
freestanding bath with a beautiful 
view.

The suite opens to both the front 
street facing covered balcony and 
the courtyard gallery.
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The courtyard serves as one of the 
main social spaces that can swing to 
accommodate a variety of 
configurations from quiet lounge 
seating to elegant wedding 
arrangements or music 
performances. The first floor of the 
carriagehouse includes an elegant 
restroom to accommodate events. 
The kitchen and the dining room can 
also open out onto the courtyard to 
offer supporting amenities.

The owner designed and integrated 
extensive AV, sound and projection 
capabilities into courtyard, utilizing 
the surrounding balconies and 
carriagehouse to support the 
infrastructure.
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Courtyard

In the top image, the contrast 
between the more historic windows 
and doors (on the left) and their 
more modern counterparts on the 
right creates a layering of the façade 
that speaks of a historic building that 
has been modernized in subtle, 
appropriate ways that don’t 
overwhelm the original architecture. 
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