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Building Area: (sf)
85,000

Cost per Square Foot: 
$214

Construction Cost
$18 Million

Date of Completion:
2020

Program Summary:
The adaptive re-use of two vacant historic buildings from different 
decades into one upscale hotel.

Program Statement:
Two adjacent historic buildings make up the site for this complex 
adaptive re-use project.  The first building, circa 1923, is a five-story 
structure designed in the Beaux Arts-style, featuring intricate terra 
cotta exterior accents.  The second building, circa 1946, is a three-
story structure with a Modern exterior, featuring horizontal bands of 
glass block and concrete. Both buildings previously functioned as 
office space with ground floor retail, yet both sat vacant and 
unmaintained.
The new program for the renovation included hotel reception, lobby, 
lounge, bar, breakfast area, and media salon on the first floor of the 
five-story building, and third-party retail spaces on the first floor of 
the adjacent building. Hotel guestrooms are distributed on the upper 
floors of both buildings, accessed through a single elevator lobby 
and connected through corridors. A fitness center is included on the 
third floor.
The first of its brand in the state, the hotel design is strikingly 
contemporary, in strong contrast to the historic nature of the 
buildings. Existing historic features were preserved and restored 
throughout the space, then juxtaposed with new design elements 
showcasing the brand’s “European Modern” style.  The result is a 
sleek guest experience of old meets new, and the unification of 
buildings from different decades into one cohesive complex.
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The renovation and adaptive re-use 
of these two historic structures into a 
stunning boutique hotel was guided 
by the juxtaposition of old and new. 

The exteriors of both buildings were 
carefully restored.  A new 
contemporary metal canopy was 
installed at the hotel's main 
entrance.  Exterior lighting was 
designed to highlight intricate 
exterior details.
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The new program for the two 
buildings includes hotel reception, 
lobby, lounge, bar, breakfast area, 
kitchen, and media salon on the first 
floor of the five-story building, along 
with back-of-house functions. A 
third-party retail space and additional 
hotel back-of-house areas are 
located on the first floor of the 
adjacent two-story building. Hotel 
guestrooms are distributed on the 
upper floors of both buildings, 
accessed through a single elevator 
lobby and connected through two 
corridors. A fitness center is included 
on the third floor.
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The exterior facade of both buildings 
looked vastly different at the outset 
of the project as compared to its 
historic design.

The existing storefront and fabric 
canopies along the West elevation 
were not original and varied between 
retail entrances.  

All but one storefront bay on the 
South elevation had been infilled 
with precast concrete panels and the 
terracotta veneer on the columns 
had been removed.

Before Before

Historic Image – Circa 1935



After

RR270.05
New storefront was installed on the 
ground floors of both buildings, 
within the existing historic bays. The 
new glazing was required to meet 
current energy codes and 
requirements for impact resistance.

The main entrance was re-located to 
the center bay of the five-story 
building, to provide convenient 
access for pedestrians and vehicles.

New automatic sliding entry doors 
and a protected valet lane were 
incorporated to enhance guest 
experience upon arrival.
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Intricate stone and terra-cotta details 
decorate the exterior of the five-story 
building, but much of the first floor 
terra-cotta elements had extensive 
damage. Using custom molds for 
each element, the deteriorated 
ornamentation was matched in kind 
and restored to its original condition.

Many of the existing windows on the 
primary facades were damaged 
beyond repair, and were replaced in-
kind with new aluminum windows.  
On the secondary facades, existing 
windows were retained and new 
interior storm windows were installed 
for thermal and acoustic 
performance.

Before
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With the main hotel entrance 
relocated to the center bay, the 
recessed historic entrance of the 
five-story building was re-
programmed to provide an area for 
outdoor seating.  Original wood and 
marble details were restored, and 
new mosaic tile was installed.

Before Before



RR270.08
The hotel's interior was fully 
renovated with a strikingly 
contemporary custom design, 
reflective of the brand's "European 
Modern" style.

Generous historic ceiling heights 
throughout the main lobby and bar 
were retained. All new mechanical, 
electrical, plumbing, and fire 
protection systems were added and 
carefully concealed.

Architectural lighting was 
thoughtfully integrated to highlight 
specific design features, and new 
decorative light fixtures were 
selected to compliment the design.

Custom built-in millwork elements 
were designed for the hotel's 
reception desk, bookshelves, 
market, and bar.
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Existing historic finishes, including 
white marble walls, intricate crown 
molding, and historic tile flooring are 
retained throughout the library and 
elevator lobby spaces.  

The remaining public space finishes 
were selected to compliment these 
existing materials, while providing a 
clear delineation between old and 
new. 
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The Hotel Bar is located as a focal 
point in the center of the lobby, 
wrapped around an existing 
structural column.  This configuration 
was intentionally designed to 
maximize visibility from the street at 
the corner of the building, while 
allowing seating groups to be 
located along the building's floor-to-
ceiling exterior windows.

The bar's upper shelving display was 
custom designed with translucent 
panels and integrated lighting, and 
suspended from the ceiling as a bold 
design feature. 
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A dining area adjacent to the hotel 
bar doubles as breakfast seating in 
the morning and overflow bar 
seating during the evening hours.  

Artwork throughout the public 
spaces, including original works by 
local artists, was curated by the 
design team with references to the 
state's geology and natural rock 
formations.
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Many of the existing historic exterior 
openings had been infilled with 
concrete block or covered from the 
exterior with concrete panels.  These 
openings were restored with new 
aluminum storefront windows 
matching the existing profiles. 

Before
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The upper floors of both buildings 
contain a total of 114 guestrooms.  

Due to unforeseen misalignment 
between the existing structural slabs 
of each floor, room layouts and new 
plumbing chases needed to be 
carefully coordinated with existing 
structural beams, and verified with 
laser scanning technology, resulting 
in many customized configurations. 


	RR270.01
	RR270.02
	RR270.03
	RR270.04
	RR270.05
	RR270.06
	RR270.07
	RR270.08
	RR270.09
	RR270.10
	RR270.11
	RR270.12
	RR270.13

