
RR-340.01
Building Area: (sf)
23,000 sf

Cost per Square Foot: 
$423

Construction Cost
$9,738,476

Date of Completion:
September 2018

Program Summary:
Restoration of a 1902 Dutch Renaissance style masonry building 
and new three-story addition on a historic university quadrangle.

Program Statement:
A bold and innovative addition and renovation of a university’s first 
dormitory building into a student success center, Merging a historic 
15,100 square foot building with a new 7,900 square foot addition.

The angular geometry of the addition is a direct and contextual 
response to two adjacent historic buildings and a majestic 100-year-
old live oak tree. Prominently sited on the university’s historic quad, 
the design team was tasked with protecting an iconic 100+ year old 
live oak tree living directly adjacent to the site. The skewed form of 
the new addition is angled away from the canopy of the tree to avoid 
disturbance of the tree’s roots during and after construction. The 
shifting floor plates of the new building create a partially protected 
second floor terrace and a cantilevered volume at the third story. 
Housing most of the building’s public spaces, the new addition is clad 
largely in storefront to take advantage of views out to the serene and 
verdant quad.

Original stairwells are repurposed into lightwells that flood the 
historic building with natural light and create unique break out flex 
spaces. The building contains 60 private offices, making maximizing 
natural light a critical priority to occupant health. Custom planters at 
the terrace and a deep rain garden near the main entry are part of a 
robust stormwater management strategy. The project is certified 
LEED Gold.



RR340.02
Existing Building:

Built in 1902, the existing historic
building on the project’s site served
as the University’s first dormitory,
located on the historic north campus,
surrounded by live oak trees.

The location of the historic building
provided for expansion of the
University’s sequence of
undergraduate student buildings.



RR340.03
Project Site:

The building is prominently sited
along the central axis of the historic
campus and academic quad.

The design team was tasked with
preserving the historic building while
also protecting the iconic and
majestic live oak tree located in the
quad.

As evidenced by the triangulated
footprint of the proposed addition,
the design tackles these issues
through a responsive and contextual
contemporary building form.



RR340.04
Juxtaposition of New and Historic:

The tight site and available footprint,
coupled with the building’s visionary
program, led to the juxtaposition of
the new building to the stylistically
expressive existing building.
Although the buildings’ styles differ,
they express a similar sense of
permanence on campus through the
orange brick and cement detailing of
the existing buildings and the
limestone and stucco of the new
building.

The design team worked diligently to
visibly highlight as much of the
historic structure as possible. The
new addition steps back from the
existing building at their connection
point to allow the historic building to
remain visible and appreciated upon
approach of the new entry. A thin
steel plate threshold marks the new
entrance into the building.

The recessed storefront at the
second floor deepens the expression
of the third-floor cantilevered mass,
a formal juxtaposition to the
traditional 3 story historic building.

The new addition is nestled between
two historic buildings and fronted by
a majestic live oak tree.



RR340.05
Building Siting: Oak Trees

Over 100 years old, the oak is the
only tree on campus allowed by the
campus to grow naturally and
touches the ground on some sides,
making it an iconic campus
specimen. Known as QD 9, this oak
tree is visible in the background of
this image.

The form of the new addition angles
away from QD 9 to protect its roots
from disturbance during and after
construction, but also to direct views
towards the tree from all floors.



RR340.06
Floor Plans:

The historic building, which is long
and narrow (150’ long by 28’ wide),
lends itself to a double loaded
corridor that is inherently more rigid
than the layout of the new addition.

Glass partitions along the corridor
allow light to penetrate into the long,
narrow hallway while also providing
levity and lightness to the individual
offices.

The addition provides key public
spaces including the lobby, a first
floor multi purpose room, second
floor open air terrace, flex spaces,
and a conference room.



RR340.07
A Welcoming Entry:

The lobby, housed in the new
addition, provides an open
and welcoming entry point for
visitors. A custom reception desk is
integrated with an ADA compliant
ramp that connects the old and new
buildings which have different
ground floor elevations.

Rather than attaching a ramp to the
exterior of the building, the ramp is
visually integrated into the lobby.
Designed of blackened steel with a
walnut handrail, the ramp formally
and materially blends with the
adjacent space including a sculptural
egress stair.

A sculptural stair, clad in blackened
steel plates and warm walnut is the
second means of egress for the
building, so a special appeal was
required.

A pocketed 3-hour rated accordion
door creates the necessary fire
protection while allowing the stair to
remain open in order to encourage
students to ascend the building via
stair rather than elevator.



RR340.08
Adaptive Flexibility:

A multipurpose room accessible
from the first floor
lobby is typically used as a
classroom during the day and
tutoring center at night. Other regular
uses include seminars, career fairs
and networking events. The room
was designed with oversized custom
interior shutters that are highly
adjustable through operable louvers
and a multi track sliding system.
The floor to ceiling storefront directly
connects occupants to the academic
quad.

The multipurpose room’s feature wall
consists of black millwork panels
surrounding a series of matte black
glass marker boards. Two pairs of
doors are also concealed within the
millwork paneling. The doors open
into storage areas for the folding
tables and stackable chairs,
increasing the use and flexibility of
the space.



RR340.09
A New Take on Traditional:

In the historic building, the double
loaded corridor is enlivened by the
use of glass partitions. The large
expanses of glass help make select
rooms, such as interview rooms, less
intimidating.

Throughout the project, the design
team worked diligently to balance
sustainable design goals with the
preservation of the existing building’s
history and character. To the largest
extent possible, interior brick walls
were repointed and fully expressed
in public use spaces. However, at
private offices the brick walls were
enclosed with furring, rigid insulation
and gypsum board to increase the
building’s overall energy
performance.



RR340.10
New Life in Old Spaces:

Previously underutilized spaces in
the historic building have been re-
purposed as flexible use rooms such
as the one pictured here.

Original elements such as existing
brick seen in photo, windows, and
casework, were restored and further
expressed in order to preserve and
enhance the existing building’s
history and character.



RR340.11
Stairwells into Lightwells:

The historic dormitory building was
comprised of three townhouse
structures, each with its own egress
stair. The current renovation
maintains one of the original
stairwells for egress while the other
two were repurposed as lightwells.

The floors adjacent to the lightwells
are glass and held back from the
exterior walls by several feet. The
glass floors in combination with
glass handrails allow full height
views of the 3 story lightwells. The
image shown here is taken at the top
of a lightwell on the third floor.

Conceived as reprieve spaces, these
breakout areas at the lightwells
enable occupants to better
appreciate the large iconic historic
windows of the original façade while
also allowing light to penetrate into
the double loaded corridor at the
center of the building.



RR340.12
Outdoor Terrace:

Views to the historic quad from the
addition are generous and light filled
through the use of expansive
storefront and a shaded open-air
terrace that spans the entire second
floor addition.

The terrace’s guardrail incorporates
hanging vegetation to soften its edge
with the natural surrounding of the
majestic oak tree and quad.

The addition’s dynamic energy and
angular geometry is clearly
expressed at the second-floor
terrace.



RR340.13
Dynamic and Sustainable:

The dynamic sculptural form of the
addition generates a partially
covered outdoor terrace at the
second floor.

Architectural shifts like this directly
express the firm’s goal to incorporate
passive sustainability measures,
such as self shading.

Though the project involved a
complicated historic renovation as
well as a contemporary addition, the
entire project has been certified
LEED GOLD.
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