
RR-390.01
Building Area: (sf)
45,962

Cost per Square Foot: 
$198

Construction Cost
$9,122,177

Date of Completion:
May 2021

Program Summary:
Refurbish two historic Coca-Cola bottling factory buildings into 42 
new affordable apartments for artist residents along with communal 
workspace and gallery. 

Program Statement:
This historic Four Corners intersection and neighborhood once stood 
as a hub of community, culture, and commerce, but had become 
blighted and neglected for many years. In 2020, a catalytic 
investment in to one of these four corners transformed a vacant 
historic bottling building and adjacent historic warehouse into a 42-
unit affordable artist housing property. It opened in May 2021 and 
includes an art gallery and community space, computer center, 
fitness studio, shared art studio, grill pavilion, patio, community 
garden and gated parking. The design challenges were to transform 
two blighted buildings into unique living spaces while having a small 
budget and while keeping the historic integrity of the buildings. To 
also create a safe and affordable artist residence. The design 
solutions were to create large open spaces that could house different 
type of art and where artist could showcase their work right outside 
their unit. The client’s first objective was to take a blighted building 
and turn it into a habitable residence. The second objective was to 
use this residence to harness creative minds and unite them under 
one property; to create a gallery and artist living lifestyle.



RR-390.02
Before and After of the overall site.

Both buildings qualify for State and 
Federal historic tax credits so great 
efforts were made to maintain their 
existing exterior configurations, 
expose warehouse ceiling heights 
and to feature original steel 
structure.

A derelict motel on the site was 
demolished and the historic buildings 
were adapted to accommodate 42 
new artists apartments.  It consists 
of a primary masonry building in the 
front and a secondary metal 
warehouse behind it shared by a 
picnic area, community garden 
space and gated parking.



RR-390.03
Before and After photos.

The historic storefront now features 
a gallery for resident’s art. Overhead 
doors were reinterpreted as 
storefront windows that mimic the 
appearance of original doors.

One of a kind artwork is a 
showstopper along a busy 
intersection that was once 
neglected. A new security gate has 
an industrial aesthetic meant not to 
distract from the original building.  

Original steel windows were 
refurbished, and any new exterior 
openings were relegated to 
secondary elevations. 



RR-390.04
The original steel structure is 
showcased along the outdoor 
corridor of the warehouse building. 



RR-390.05
Original metal warehouse doors 
were salvaged and repurposed to 
create a visual presence on the back 
of the property. Lots of room for the 
community gardens.

The newly renovated warehouse 
with blue entry doors. 



RR-390.06
Apartment layouts were designed to 
maximize efficiency of original 
skylights. 

Significant rooms such as an office 
with reception area, syrup room and 
spray paint booth were maintained.



RR-390.07
One of a kind artwork is a 
showstopper along a busy 
intersection that was once 
neglected. 

A new security gate has an industrial 
aesthetic meant not to distract from 
the original building.  

The outdoor pavilion with grills 
provides lots of shade. The colorful 
chairs play into the red theme 
throughout, paying homage to its 
previous owner.



RR-390.08
The before and after photos of the 
bottling room that is now used as an 
art gallery and community space.



RR-390.09
The use of black and white tables 
and chairs compliments the original 
red tile and brick wall giving it a 
cafeteria vibe.
The colorful sofas and seating area 
was carefully chosen to compliment 
all the red throughout the space.

New lighting is focused on displaying 
art on walls turning it into an ideal 
gallery and gathering place.



RR-390.10
Before and After of the light court. 

A new sealed concrete topping slab 
serves as the primary floor finish.

The original skylights were kept to 
enhance the quality of light coming 
into the corridor.

Plants and movable seating line the 
center of the corridor to allow 
residents an additional space to 
gather.

Accent colors and paneling were 
used throughout as well as playful 
unit signs to create an artist feel.

The original building structure was 
kept exposed to give it that 
warehouse loft look and to keep with 
the historic requirements.



RR-390.11
Interior shots of corridors and units 
in the bottling building.



RR-390.12
This is an interior shot of a unit of the 
warehouse building.



RR-390.13
The Moderne main front entrance of 
the original coca cola bottling plant.
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