
RR55.01
Building Area: (sf)
23,875 SF

Cost per Square Foot: 
$183/SF

Construction Cost
$4,350,000.00

Date of Completion:
December 2017

Program Summary:
The building is a historic renovation which was built in 1920 as an 
elementary school and renovated into an assisted living facility. 

Program Statement:
The Georgia Tucker school building was constructed in 1920 and 
serviced its community nobly until 1999 by providing a place of 
education for multiple generations of Monroe citizens. This 
Mediterranean Revival style building is a rare gem in northern 
Louisiana which is why no effort was spared in ensuring the 
distinguished nature of this historic Monroe Garden District landmark 
remained intact during renovations. After years of neglect, the 
Georgia Tucker school building will be able to service its community 
once again as an assisted living facility, providing housing for both 
new residents and even old students. The building is a masonry, 
steel, and wood framed structure, boasting the original plaster 
ornamentation as well as glass tiled ceiling which have been 
restored to pristine condition, preserving the timeless character and 
historic authenticity of this facility. The sun lit glow of the auditorium 
space generates a calming sense of warmth and spirited vitality 
while also encouraging conversation and interplay amongst 
residents. Here the dichotomy of old and new juxtapose one another 
in a way that both services the needs of its residents and pays 
homage to its notable past. Where classrooms once lined the halls, 
new homes await, and what was once a neglected and dilapidated 
building has become a beacon of perseverance and dignity for the 
community it continues to support.



RR55.02
From 1920 to 1999, Georgia 
Tucker served as an 
Elementary School serving the 
north side of Monroe. This area 
was once filled with seating to 
serve the stage of the 
auditorium. 

The skylights were obstructed, 
eliminating the natural light. 
Hardwood floors were worn 
and damaged from years of 
neglect.



RR55.03
Today, this space serves as a 
gathering area for the 
occupants of the Assisted 
Living Facility. This space 
provides a place for residents 
to congregate and socialize 
with each other. 

All hardwood floors and 
skylights have been restored to 
original condition.



RR55.04
After 10 years of the original 
Elementary School being 
abandoned, the stage area 
was exposed to vandalism and 
deterioration.



RR55.05
After restoring the stage, it 
currently holds programs and 
performances for the residents 
of Georgia Tucker Assisted 
Living Facility. Now it can 
administer entertainment for 
the new residents just as it had 
for students in the past.



RR55.06
The Georgia Tucker 
Elementary School was one of 
the last surviving examples of 
Mediterranean Revival-style 
architecture in Northern 
Louisiana.

The later addition of the 
cafeteria and kitchen shown in 
this photograph blocks the 
view of the main entry to the 
facility. These were removed, 
allowing the original entrance 
to be exposed.



RR55.07
Through the restoration of 
Georgia Tucker, the 
Mediterranean Revival style 
architecture was enhanced and 
brought back to its original 
beauty.



All exterior windows were 
removed and restored to their 
original condition through the 
process of removal, 
disassembly, cleaning, repair, 
and restoration. In order to 
comply with the requirements 
of the energy conservation 
code while preserving the 
historic integrity of the exterior 
façade, energy efficient storm 
windows were installed behind 
the original windows.

RR55.08



Georgia Tucker Assisted Living 
Facility has 18 units that line 
both sides of the Auditorium 
where classrooms were once 
located.

RR55.09



Together with skilled masons 
and carpenters, ornamental 
plasters saw their inherited 
trade flourish from the mid-18th

century until the Depression 
years of the 1930s. Historically, 
ornamental plasterwork has 
been produced in two ways: it 
would be run in place at the 
site; or cast in molds in a 
workshop. At Georgia Tucker, 
over time the plaster frieze was 
cracked, and pieces of the 
frieze had broken off due to 
freeze/thaw cycles. Original 
pieces of the frieze were 
deteriorated and damaged 
beyond plain patching and had 
to be removed and replaced 
with new pieces that exactly 
matched the existing historic 
plaster.  By creating molds 
from the original frieze, and 
exact match was produced for 
the new Georgia Tucker.
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Floor plan showing the large 
Auditorium space in the center 
with living units lining the North 
and South exterior walls of the 
facility.  
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