
RR90.01
Building Area: (sf)
20, 726 SF

Cost per Square Foot: 
$107 per SF

Construction Cost
$2,219,207

Date of Completion:
November 2020

Program Summary:
The restoration of one of Monroe, Louisiana’s historic buildings into 
an office space for 75 employees includes private offices, open work 
areas, and break areas.

Program Statement:
Built in 1890 in downtown Monroe, this building previously housed 
multiple culturally rich companies throughout the years. Its proximity 
to the railroad and historic downtown’s manufacturing district is 
reflected in the industrial materiality and large timber column grid. 
Details from the building’s personal history were restored and utilized 
in this design, such as a large freight elevator shaft that was 
refurbished into a code compliant passenger elevator, original brick 
walls that were exposed and painted, wood floors and overhead 
structure, and more. 
This building is a non- profit specializing in behavioral health for 
children and adults. Their new headquarters now includes private 
office spaces built around the perimeter and interior space is utilized 
as an open work area, as well as, a break room, training room, hang 
out spaces, and private rooms designated to the practice of therapy.



RR90.02
Since its completion in 1890, this 
building was used for multiple 
culturally rich companies, such as 
Ouachita Flour & Feed, a Louisiana 
grocery supplier, and most recently 
Tipitina’s Foundation whose mission 
is to protect and preserve the 
musical culture of Louisiana.



RR90.03
The original porch on the front 
exterior is refinished and 
accompanied by a sculptural art 
piece that represents the company 
and their branding. 

The contrast of the black letters and 
accents to the white painted brick 
walls is a clean look that balances 
well against the natural timber and 
colors used on the interior.



RR90.04
The lobby at the front entrance uses 
natural colors and finishes, inviting a 
transition from the black and white 
exterior to the exposed wood and 
brick used in the interior space.



RR90.05
The second floor was left empty and 
abandoned after the closing of 
Tipitina’s Foundation. The wood 
floors were covered in dust and 
damaged in some areas.



RR90.06
The wood floors were restored by 
sanding, repairing where needed, 
and re-finishing.

Desk systems make up the open 
work areas surrounded by the 
private offices on the perimeter 
walls.



RR90.07
Painted sheet rock finished walls, 
suspended acoustic ceiling,  and 
carpet flooring were removed to 
expose original brick walls, wood 
structure above, and wood floors.

This space now serves as an 
employee break area, equipped with 
a kitchen, bar window seating, and a 
booth for social sitting.

The break room and training room is 
where their culture as a business 
happens. It was important that these 
be inviting and comfortable spaces.



RR90.08
The wood doors from the freight 
elevator were repurposed as doors 
to the new elevator lobby housing 
the now code compliant passenger 
elevator.



RR90.09
The multiple hang out spaces create 
opportunities to collaborate ideas 
between coworkers cultivating the 
culture of the business.



RR90.10
Acoustic wall panels offer an 
aesthetic and practical comfort to the 
training room.

The company brand is again on 
display with this wall graphic in view 
from the employees’ desks.



RR90.11
Emphasizing the company’s brand of 
“ascent”, the stairs to the second 
floor are made a focal feature of 
floating wood steps and industrial 
styled railings accompanied by 
casual step seating to the side.



RR90.12
The first-floor plan shows the break 
room, training room, private offices, 
and therapy rooms.

The second-floor plan shows the 
large open work area with private 
offices lining the perimeter of the 
building.

The original freight elevator shaft 
can be seen here now housing a 
new passenger elevator.
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